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editor’s letter
Oh, Canada
LESLIE CAMPBELL

Rob Ford’s antics aren’t the only—or even the worst—thing wrecking our country’s reputation.

I

publicly congratulates others [Australia] on
n November, a draft of an Intergovernmental
moving backward and dodging their responsiPanel on Climate Change report about the
bility on climate change while people are dying
consequences of climate change was leaked.
from climate impacts.”
It couldn’t paint a bleaker picture: It describes
Finally, another report that came out in
how global warming is already affecting the
November, by the Center for Global Development,
world—with starvation, poverty, flooding, heat
ranked Canada dead last of 27 counties on enviwaves, droughts, war and disease, and predicts
ronmental protection, saying: “the United States
all these things worsening, along with a global
and Canada are the only CDI [Commitment
drop in income, infrastructure failures due to
to Development Index] countries that are not
extreme weather, drought leading to farmers
party to the Kyoto Protocol, the most serious
going broke and food insecurity, ecosystem failinternational effort yet to deal with climate
ures, and more violence. Of the latter, it states:
change. That gap, along with high greenhouse
“Climate change indirectly increases risks from
gas emissions and low gas taxes, puts Canada at
violent conflict in the form of civil war, interthe bottom.”
group violence and violent protests by exacerbating
Yikes. I’m old enough to recall when Canada
well-established drivers of these conflicts such
was seen as a good global citizen.
as poverty and economic shocks.”
And where is Canada on the climate change
IT’S SOME RELIEF TO KNOW THAT MOST
front? Well, somehow this brings to mind that
Canadians themselves dislike the direction we’ve
image of Rob Ford’s council turning their backs
WE ARE ACTUALLY HATED, been going: Fifty-nine percent of Canadians
on him—shunning him. More and more, Canada’s
think addressing climate change should be a top
inaction on the climate change file is earning us we’re just held in contempt.”
priority, with 76 percent in favour of Canada
a reputation as a nation in denial, refusing to
—Elizabeth May signing on to a new international agreement to
take responsibility for the harm we are causing
limit greenhouse gas emissions, according to a
others now and in the future.
new poll by Canada 2020 and the University of Montreal. In terms
This past month, Environment Canada announced we would not
of priorities for the government, “protect the environment” came in
meet even our pathetically unambitious 2020 targets for cutting emisat 8 out of 10—slightly above “strengthen the economy and jobs.” In
sions. Contrast that with a country like Norway, also a large producer
terms of performance, the Harper government was given only a 40
of oil and natural gas, which is on track to reduce carbon emissions by
percent grade on environmental protection.
30 percent below its 1990 levels.
Fortunately, many Canadian scientists, activists, citizens and even
A new European report ranked Canada 55 out of 58 countries in
some politicians are working hard to turn the climate ship around.
terms of its environmental record. We beat only Iran, Kazakhstan and
We certainly have a true climate warrior in Saanich-Gulf Islands
Saudi Arabia. These Climate Change Performance Index rankings were
MP Elizabeth May of the Green Party. (On November 19, she was
based on emissions (60 percent), policy (20 percent), renewable energy
also named Canada’s Hardest Working MP of 2013 by Maclean’s
(10 percent) and efficiency (10 percent). “Canada still shows no intenand L’Actualité.)
tions to move forward on climate policy and thereby leave its place
As I write, she’s in Warsaw for the UN climate talks. Her presence
as the worst performer of all western countries,” the report stated.
there indicates a passion for doing the right thing that will help those
Relevant to BC in light of Christy Clark’s plans for LNG, it also noted:
on the international front understand that “the Harper government”
“Recent studies suggest that if all emissions are included, and not only
does not fully represent Canadians.
emissions from combustion, shale gas has no climate protection advanMay had hoped to be part of the Canadian delegation, but, unlike
tage over coal. This, however, is not reflected in the CCPI due to lack
governments before his, Harper chose to send only his Minister of
of data.” Canada’s ranking will therefore likely sink right to the bottom
Environment Leona Aglukkaq to represent parliament.
in years to come.
May obtained accreditation for the summit from the global Greens,
At the November Warsaw climate summit (COP19), scientists warned
but that only afforded her limited access as an observer. After she arrived
that current policies and pledges would deliver global warming of
in Warsaw in mid-November, though, Afghanistan invited her to help
3.7 degrees celsius—and perhaps worse. During the conference, Canada
out their delegation as an advisor. These national government credenwas presented with a special award, the “Fossil of Disbelief.” Organizers
tials, she explained “will allow me to be in every room where negotiations
stated: “Canada’s rejection of carbon pricing in favour of an ineffectake place.”
tive regulatory approach has been demonstrated to be the wrong
That same day, May also pinned on one of the small red fabric circles
way to actually get emissions down—with the government’s own estiworn by delegates to signify their fasting in solidarity with Yeb Sano,
mate putting their projected 2020 emissions 20 percent above their
the head of the Philippines delegation. Sano, whose family’s home
Copenhagen target. We shake our heads in disbelief that a government

“
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All I want for Christmas is

town was devastated by Typhoon Haiyan, said at the opening of the
conference he would go on a hunger strike for its duration, both in
honour of the many Filipinos going hungry as a result of the typhoon,
and to call attention to the need for progress on the climate front:
“What my country is going through as a result of this extreme
climate event is madness. The climate crisis is madness. We can stop
this madness. Right here in Warsaw. Typhoons such as Haiyan and its
impacts represent a sobering reminder to the international community
that we cannot afford to procrastinate on climate action.”
During his address to the world leaders, Sano called those who are
standing up to the fossil fuel industry, protesting in the streets and
committing civil disobedience “selfless” and said he shared their frustration and appreciated their courageous action. The same sort of
leadership was necessary in Warsaw, he said.
His colleague Mary Ann Lucille Sering, the executive director of the
Philippines Climate Change Commission, in an equally moving speech,
told delegates: “The timing of Typhoon Haiyan to these climate talks
is impeccable. It is like some divine hand is trying to send us a message,
reminding us why we are all here in the first place…You cannot blame
us for being impatient. We cannot go on negotiating every year without
concrete action to avoid further warming. We now know that warming
oceans fuel super-typhoons, and that, in all probability, is going to be
the norm. We are forced to brace for these changes, even if it is not our
fault. You see, if the developed countries had shown the leadership to
reduce greenhouse gases at the onset of this convention [19 years ago],
we, the most vulnerable, would not have to adapt. We would not have
to ask or push for adaptation support…I’m beginning to feel like we
are negotiating on who is to live and who is to die.”
Later in her speech Sering said she was “disheartened by declarations of several developed countries that they cannot meet their
commitments”—indicating a general theme of the conference.
Elizabeth May, speaking to CBC Radio from Warsaw, said it’s so sad
as a Canadian to witness the transition over the years in how we are
regarded internationally. Where once we were respected, now, she
lamented, “we are actually hated, we’re just held in contempt.”
Rob Ford at least made people laugh. What Harper and Aglukkaq
and now Christy Clark with her refusal to understand the need to move
away from fossil fuels are doing is no laughing matter.

The India Canada Cultural Association of Victoria and India
Bistro Restaurant have organized a fundraising dinner to help the
Philippines’ typhoon victims on December 4 at 5pm, India Bistro
Restaurant, 1245 Wharf Street. $50 per person, with 100 percent of
all proceeds to Red Cross through Bayanihan Cultural and Housing
Society, a registered charity. Tickets at India Bistro, 250-382-8662.
Bertrand Russell’s dictum “The good life is inspired
by love and guided by knowledge” helps Leslie Campbell
feel better about writing about the climate crisis—even
when we’d all rather be thinking about the holidays.
Wishing all our readers a happy and low carbon holiday.
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readers’ views
Truth and irreconciliation?
As I read the excellent and deeply moving
article “Truth and irreconciliation?” by
Katherine Palmer Gordon I felt angry, heart
sick, and powerless. The very idea that victims
of sexual abuse are forced to testify before
government lawyers in a quasi-legal setting,
and given points relating to the level of abuse
is to me an indication of the heartlessness of
the whole process. It makes me shudder to
think of the type of people who could think
up such a system.
And when I read about the federal government’s nutritional tests in which children
were starved to study the effects of poor
nutrition, it was too much, tears rolled down
my cheeks.
I fully agree with Fred Robbins, chief of
the Alkali Lake Band, who Katherine quoted
as saying: “We need to recognize that things
can’t end with the TRC process. We need to
support the recommendations they have
made. We need to carry on this momentum,
or all this work will just get folded up by
bureaucrats and put away on a shelf. And we
need to do it together.”
The worst, most unconscionable thing we
can do is to turn our backs.
Thank you Focus for publishing this article—
I don’t know where else we would find this
type of reporting.
Janice Henshaw
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Many thanks to Katherine Palmer Gordon
for her article on the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. I was fortunate to attend a twoday Reconciliation Dialogue with Aboriginal
Elders and Suzuki Elders in August organized
by Chief Robert Joseph, and to have my heart
broken by the stories I heard there and at the
TRC hearings in Vancouver in September.
I agree with Troy Sebastian that we need to
“put pressure on the government to compel
the state to re-imagine its relationships with
indigenous peoples, lands and law.” And we
also need to do some re-imagining ourselves,
in our own hearts and minds. As Chief Robert
Joseph told me: “Reconciliation begins with
you and me.”
Pauline Le Bel
If the object of Focus using for its November
cover a class photograph from St Joseph Mission
near Williams Lake circa 1890 was to evoke
feelings of sadness and revulsion it certainly worked with
me. As a public school teacher
for 35 years in BC I saw many
class pictures over the years
but none with such evident
feelings of desperation and
loneliness among the children as the scrutiny of this photograph reveals.
Canada has little to be proud of in its treatment of minority peoples in its history and
surely none more so than its mission to eradicate a culture so surely and so cruelly. The
enlistment and willing cooperation of the
Christian churches to do the deed makes it no
less palatable for me.
Ken Bailey

Scientists on sewage treatment
We are pleased to see continuing discussion in Focus of the local sewage treatment
issue. The overriding impression we have
of the CRD’s continuing plans for land-based
secondary treatment, or suggestions by others
for tertiary treatment, is that the allegedly
scientific arguments put forward in support
are very superficial. Protection of the marine
environment is supposedly a primary goal,
but nowhere can one find a detailed, quantitative, rational analysis of what the problems
are with the present system and how the
proposed schemes will fix them. The BC
government’s order to the CRD in 2007 was
largely based on the qualitative and inconclusive SETAC report. Similarly, the federal
government’s “one size fits all” regulations
are clearly inappropriate in failing to take

account of differences in receiving environments and hence different impacts and risks.
The CRD’s willing compliance is disappointing.
Before spending a billion dollars, it would
seem sensible to answer questions such as 1)
What are the present or potential problems
with wastewater and other discharges into
the local marine environment? 2) How serious
are these problems? 3) What are the major
sources of the problems? 4) Will a proposed
remedy eliminate or even reduce the problems without creating bigger impacts? 5) Are
there better solutions than the ones proposed?
6) Is addressing the problems a high priority
for marine environmental protection?
Materials of concern such as heavy metals
and pharmaceutical compounds are certainly
present in the screened wastewater. However,
rather than declaring them to be toxic or
harmless, we really need a quantitative analysis
of their concentrations and effects. Such an
analysis has not been officially conducted.
Many of us in the marine science community who have examined the issues, based on
the excellent monitoring work of the CRD’s
scientists together with consideration of local
oceanographic conditions, have concluded
that 1) in spite of some uncertainties, the
impact of the present system is small, and 2)
land-based secondary treatment in the Juan
de Fuca Strait region is a low priority for
marine environmental protection.
Much greater benefits for the marine environment could be achieved for a fraction
of the cost of the proposed scheme by focusing
on more serious issues such as habitat loss,
harmful invasive species, and making our
local ecosystem more resilient to climate
change and ocean acidification.
Jay Cullen, Chris Garrett,
Jack Littlepage, Rob Macdonald,
Tim Parsons, Tom Pedersen,
Vera Pospelova, Rick Thomson,
Diana Varela, Michael Whiticar
(The above are all current, former, or
adjunct professors of marine science, Tim
Parsons at UBC and the rest at UVic.)

CRD not playing by the rules
It is interesting to note that the recently
formed Core Area Wastewater Treatment
Program Commission has followed in the
footsteps of the CRD committee on wastewater. They routinely adjourn their meetings
to in camera, denying the public access to the
discussion. They use section 90 of the
Community Charter to do this and this is
clearly stated in the minutes. However, it
December 2013 • FOCUS

should be pointed out that they are not a
municipal body, they are not municipal
employees, they were not elected to office,
they have not sworn the appropriate oath,
and as such they are not permitted to do this.
Shouldn’t they and the CRD directors who
supported this action step down for being in
contempt? The Charter is quite clear in
this respect and so are the consequences.
Tony Rose

The deer question
According to Nabrhraj Spogliarich (Focus
November 2013) “Lyme disease is not a
significant problem in BC and deer are not
directly responsible for transmitting the
infection to humans.”
Wrong on the first count: All of southern
BC is endemic for Lyme disease, which is
carried by deer ticks. People are being infected
locally by ticks attaching in their backyards,
while hiking on trails or playing in long grass,
or after their pet carries one inside.
People are rarely diagnosed with Lyme
because doctors are told to rely on a flawed
test that doesn’t find it—but that doesn’t
mean we don’t have it. In the past few months
I’ve met young people with Lyme acquired
in the Wilkinson Valley and in Uplands Park.
Gardeners here are at high risk because Lyme
disease and co-infections are circulating
in our yards.
Spogliarich is right when he says deer don’t
directly infect humans, because they don’t
carry Lyme and they don’t bite people.
But deer are the blood-meal of choice for
adult ticks, and a rising deer presence supports
expanding tick populations. Larvae and
nymphal ticks, often too small to be seen,
acquire and transmit Lyme and other diseases
when feeding on deer mice and other small
rodents.
Many of us live in disturbed suburban environments in which the overabundance of
deer, mice, rats and other small mammals
guarantee we are sharing an ecology with
ticks. These ticks are increasingly diseasecarrying and the failure to prevent contact
can mean a life of debilitation and suffering.
One other wrinkle here on the Pacific
flyway is that songbirds are continually flying
in new populations of ticks, numbers of which
carry disease and can set up new reservoirs
in our parks and back yards. This is not a
problem we can be naive about or trifle with,
no matter how we feel about the deer.
David Cubberley
BC Director, CanLyme
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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readers’ views
Thank you for mentioning the November 29 to December 5 festival
of ideas called “Living the New Economy” at the Roundhouse at
Bayview Place. I look forward to attending at least some of it.
What is needed from every one of us is more humane treatment of
each other and more responsible treatment of our planet.
A long term view is essential—both back at history and toward the
future. To that end, every article in the November issue was pertinent and thought provoking. Your writers are clear and courageous.
My education is ongoing!
Julie Graham

A rehearsal for real life
Having just attended the William Head On Stage play Fractured
Fables, the points made in Chris Creighton-Kelly’s October article—
about how “Community theatre transforms us and reinforces our
connectedness”—most certainly ring true. Lina de Guevera’s “need
to tell my own story” and the value of community theatre as expressed
by Paula Jardine are certainly the essence of the theatre at William
Head Institution. The community of inmates and the theatre professionals from Victoria have a long history of expressing diversity and
building creative skills. This year the fables were written from the
experience of the inmates/actors. Many have expressed what a transformative experience it is for them. As Paula says “people are often
amazed at what they can do, at what they did not know about themselves.” The community from outside are invited to participate in a
circle after the play where many restorative values are expressed.
Joanna Wilkinson

Tough questions
I reacted strongly to John Ducker’s comments in the October issue
interview by Stephen Andrew, on the harmful effect of having mayors
serve on police boards. I have written at least twice to the responsible
authorities in BC suggesting that they should remove the provision
in the Police Act which appoints mayors as chairs of such boards. (And
have got exactly the responses to be expected when a citizen makes
helpful suggestions to the powers that be.)
In my experience on a Police Services Board in Ontario, as member
and later chair, it was very clear that proper civilian oversight of police
services—which is the whole point of having police boards—doesn’t
happen when a mayor is on the board. It’s appropriate and necessary
to have one councillor or more on a municipality’s police board to
provide formal liaison between municipal council and board. But
regardless of any particular mayor’s personal merits, that council
representative must not be the mayor if the board is to function well.
The problem with mayors is that they are political figures (much
more so than councillors) and are universally regarded as power
figures (while councillors are not). Every police board is already
dealing with a strong power figure, the police chief. The interactions
of a police chief and the chair of the police board, whether they happen
to be collegial or antagonistic or anywhere in between, are vitally
important to the proper functioning of the whole board. If the chair
is a mayor there is a very strong risk that the two power centres coalesce
leaving the other board members out. To have one mayor on a board
disrupts proper functioning; to have two is guaranteeing disaster.
The provincial government really should have known better.
My experience in Ontario was in a small rural municipality in a
situation of forced municipal amalgamation (Mike Harris days) where
8

we also had to take on management of our own police force for the
first time. For financial reasons the Ontario Provincial Police on
contract became our police force and the local OPP Commander
became our police chief. A lot of adjustment took place on all sides,
and very peaceably I should add.
Our mayor was not on our police board. Neighbouring municipalities did appoint their mayors to their police boards, where as a
matter of course (because of their power status) the mayors became
the board chairs. So I had a priceless opportunity to observe the functioning of police boards chaired by mayors and a police board chaired
by a non-mayor. A fascinating study.
But I don’t see the BC government learning from the example of
others.
Nancy Kenyon

My mom: bad for growth
The closing article in November by Trudy Duivenvoorden Mitic
twanged my sensibilities in so many ways! I enjoyed TDM’s musings
on economic growth as the only
means to prosperity. More funny
than that sober thought was our
household’s eerily similar drive
to lower energy bills at home
and in our 20-year-old Corolla.
When you reuse, recycle and
just don’t buy many things, you’re
not contributing to GDP! Like
TDM’s mom, I’d ask “Is that so
bad?” Supporting the social and
cultural pleasures of our lives
and living a good life without
all this focus on “things” seems
the higher road to take.
I loved the graphic of mom
getting traction with her hiking poles too. I bet TDM’s mom actually uses those poles to propel her forward and to work out her arms.
Keep up the thoughtful, sustainably-oriented articles for the folks
who don’t just follow.
Dannie Carsen
ILLUSTRATION: APRIL CAVERHILL

Economics as if people and the planet mattered

Go Focus
For quite some time, I read Focus because I was so taken with the
old-fashioned muckraking by Rob Wipond. Now another incentive
to keep reading: Judith Lavoie. What an excellent piece on climate
change, especially the thought-provoking exploration as to why most
of us sidestep the issue, refusing to respond meaningfully to the
impending crisis.
Barbara Bambiger

Open Letter to Premier Clark
CTV National News just reported that your office has announced
a framework around which you propose to discuss with Alberta the
implementation of the Enbridge Northern Gateway project.
Premier Clark, I beg you to reconsider. I understand that you are
under huge pressure from Ottawa and from Alberta to allow for this
new pipeline and the so called “twinning” of the Kinder Morgan
pipeline (a euphemism if ever there was one considering the proposed
quadrupling of the oil that would flow through the “twinned” pipeline).
December 2013 • FOCUS

Please consider the facts:
• BC would carry 100 percent of the marine risk and approximately
60 percent of the land risk associated with a spill yet would yield only
a paltry annual commission on oils shipped through our province and
virtually zero long term jobs.
• The financial impact of the inevitable spill would be catastrophic
and would almost certainly wipe out any short term benefits from the
pipeline commissions.
• Collectively both the fishery and eco-tourism industries far outstrip
any net benefit possibly received from the commissions paid for oil
access to our coast.
• BC is currently enjoying a boom in high tech investment yet the
market for skilled workers is incredibly competitive. Quite obviously
the allure of working in a world class city such as Victoria or Vancouver
is bolstered by the potential employee’s access to pristine coastal
and marine environments. An oil spill would seriously cripple the long
term growth prospects of a burgeoning industry that stands to be an
important long term part of the BC economy.
Of course, these economic arguments don’t even take into account
that a strong majority of BC residents oppose the expansion of oil
imports to the coast (by pipe or rail) and that almost all First Nations
communities also oppose an expansion.
They also completely overlook the very simple economics of the
situation, namely that supply equals demand. Alberta does not lack
for options to sell its oil; what it has is a glut of production. The oil
sands could be a backbone of a strong Canadian economy for generations to come, yet the powers that reside in Ottawa and Alberta
currently feel we need to rush to exploit this resource immediately,
leading to the so called “discount” on the market price of tar sands
oil. The simple solution to this discount would be to slow production,
just as OPEC learned to do decades ago.
With today’s rush to exploit, we see a number of risks already manifesting themselves. They include the discounted selling price of the
oil and the rising value of the loony compared with the US dollar as
we become a “petro dollar” economy.
This has the added negative effect of hollowing out our manufacturing sector as our exports become more costly, forcing us to become
yet more reliant on oil exports. Of course, this rush also comes at a
time when the rest of the world is collectively questioning our reliance
on oil and seeking ways to curb, not increase, our green house gas
emissions. In fact, despite his short comings, even your predecessor
Gordon Campbell saw the need to look towards a greener future.
Premier Clark, expanding oil sand bitumen access to our coast is
sheer folly. Marine accidents happen all too frequently in our unsettled waters. Witness the BC Ferry sinking; the tanker that ran aground
at Stanley Park; the fishing trawler that hit HMCS Winnipeg; or, in a
delicious twist of irony, Joe Oliver’s boat running aground while he
was shown our so called world leading response to a marine oil spill.
There is a specific and well-grounded—if I can borrow the term—
reason for the oil tanker moratorium on our coast. It is simply a matter
of time until a spill occurs. Do you really wish to be the premier remembered as having ended this moratorium and having allowed this coast
to be destroyed in the pursuit of short-term financial gains?
John Zimmerman

LETTERS
Send letters to: focusedit@shaw.ca
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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comment
No means No
CAITLYN VERNON

LNG development, heavy-oil pipelines from Alberta, and
tankers on the coast mean unacceptable damage to
our democracy and the environment.

W

e are at a crossroads. Is BC going
to become a carbon corridor, a
gateway to global warming with
jobs in oil spill clean-up? Or are our political
leaders going to listen to the people who are
rising up across Canada today? Are we going
to turn away from pipelines and choose a
different future?
This is about Enbridge and Kinder Morgan
and all the LNG proposals that would lead
to a massive increase in fracking in BC’s
northeast.
But this turning point we are at is about
so much more than pipelines. It is about
respecting indigenous rights, and doing something about global warming. It’s about the
power of corporations and the power of
people’s movements to stop them. It is about

what we choose to do with this moment that
we find ourselves living in.
Climate change is not some abstract
concept for the future. It’s game on; it’s
now. Last week’s typhoon in the Philippines—
this is what climate change looks like. And
none of us are immune. Here in BC we
already have droughts, floods, bark beetles,
and an acidifying ocean. We know that
there's a long list of corporations that want
to expand the tar sands and ship diluted
bitumen across BC and around the world,
putting this coast at risk of oil spills and
increasing global warming.
But whether it’s Enbridge or Kinder Morgan
or any of the rail proposals that are popping
up, BC is in the way. And so those of us in
BC, those of us who live here, have a respon-
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sibility not just to this coast, but to this planet,
to keep on getting in the way.
I’m not going to stand here and tell you that
any of this is going to be easy. We’re up against
a global oil industry and a federal government
that is turning our country into a petrostate
and a provincial government that seems determined to follow down that path. We are starting
to see what making decisions based on oil looks
like. It looks like muzzling scientists, gutting
environmental laws, scaling back public participation, continuing to deny Aboriginal title
and rights, using taxpayers dollars to fund tar
sands advertising, and undermining international climate negotiations.
It looks like a prime minister who doesn’t
think consent is required, who says that he
doesn’t take no for an answer.
Well I am here to say that “No means No.”
First Nations have said no: Coastal First
Nations have declared a ban on tankers in the
Great Bear Rainforest. Over 160 First Nations
have signed the Save the Fraser Declaration
prohibiting the transport of tar sands crude
through their lands and waters. Municipalities

have said no. And, overwhelmingly, British
Columbians have said no. Because when we
say no to pipelines and tankers, we’re saying
yes to salmon, we’re saying yes to green jobs,
we’re saying yes to a livable planet, to a future
where dinner can still be pulled from the
ocean. We’re saying yes to a world with orca
whales, with spirit bears, with coastal wolves
playing with ravens on the beach.
You know, big turning points in history
didn’t just happen because somebody in
government woke up one morning and decided
that today was the day to give women the
vote. Or to give workers the weekend. No,
changes happened in history because people
stood up and made their voices heard.
This is one of those moments. The big oil
energy agenda is not just bad for this coast.
It’s bad for jobs, it’s bad for our climate, and
it’s bad for our democracy.
All across Canada people are rising up to
say another path is possible. We’re standing
shoulder to shoulder, bringing together movements for workers’ rights, indigenous rights,
climate justice, and environmental justice.

Because an attack on one is an attack on
all, we must support one another.
And pace yourself—because we are in this
for the long haul. And as we are in this for
the long haul, make space for some joy, make
space for each other, appreciate each other,
support one another. And draw strength from
this beautiful coast that we call home.
I am so filled with hope and inspiration, by
the strength and courage I witness every
day, as more and more people speak up,
step forward, raise their voices and step outside
their comfort zone and make their voices heard.
We are reclaiming the power of peoples’ movements. Together we can stop these pipelines,
we can build a world that is based on respect
for each other and respect for the Earth.
Caitlyn Vernon was one of many speakers at a
November 16 rally at Clover Point. She is the author
of Nowhere Else on Earth: Standing Tall for the Great
Bear Rainforest, which was named the winner of
the 5th Annual Bolen Books Children’s Book
Prize in 2012. Caitlyn is currently a campaigner with
Sierra Club BC.
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Tough questions for Richard Atwell
STEPHEN ANDREW

PHOTO: TONY BOUNSALL

The leading activist opposed to the CRD’s sewage treatment plan explains why he thinks there’s still hope for a better plan.

Atwell argues a better plan would include the kind of technology used in Dockside Green’s ZeeWeed tertiary-level sewage treatment system.

I

t is fair to say that Richard Atwell has
immersed himself in the Capital Region’s
sewage debate. From the beginning, the
self-described campaign manager of the “Stop
A Bad Plan” movement has been highly critical of the CRD’s $783-million plan to deal
with sewage. Atwell proposes the region takes
a sober second thought and suggests multiple
sewage treatment plants distributed throughout
the region could be cheaper for taxpayers
and better for the environment.
12

In 2006 the provincial government ordered
the CRD to develop a liquid waste management plan that would provide secondary
sewage treatment. The federal government
introduced new regulations in 2012 that will
require all municipalities to meet at least a
secondary sewage treatment standard.
Municipalities have been given 10, 20, or
30 years to comply with the federal regulations, depending on the risk level associated
with each case. Atwell’s plan would go even

further, moving to tertiary treatment, removing
more contaminants than secondary treatment and providing cleaner effluent.
The computer software engineer is normally
grilling politicians about their plans for the
future of sewage treatment, but here his plan
faces tough questions of its own.
Stephen Andrew: Have you always been
involved in civic or political issues?
Richard Atwell: Not at all, no. I think
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the thing that got me involved was definitely
the HST. I went to see [Saanich South NDP
MLA] Lana Popham one day, and she was
trying to lift the HST from bikes. The tax
hadn’t come in yet and I went down to a rally
at the legislature. Many politicians were there,
and us on the bicycles. That inspired me to
get involved.
SA: What do you do outside your advocacy?
RA: I’m doing mostly contract programming. I worked for Motorola and Apple for
a number of years and I did that on and off
until I got involved with the sewage issue. I
basically dropped all that work to deal with
[sewage treatment] full time.
SA: It seems to me that you cross over a
number of different groups.
RA: It is complicated when you look at the
history of it. The original group that I was
working with was ARREST [Association for
Responsible and Environmentally Sustainable
Sewage Treatment]. They kind of declared
me a campaign manager because I wasn’t a
member of the board, I wasn’t a member
of the association, and I created this “Stop A
Bad Plan.” We knew a [Federal] by-election
was coming, so the campaign quickly turned
into an active information campaign to raise
the profile of the issue.
SA: Do you think that you were successful?
RA: I don’t think so. We were trying to
give support to several of the directors of the
CRD who were looking for an exemption
from the federal government. They brought
together a number of arguments saying we
are in a lower [environmental risk] situation,
and given the state of the project and the
issues with it, we could use some more time
to fix it. But that didn’t fly with the rest of
the [CRD] board. The campaign really ended
around that time. I spent a lot of time trying
to figure out what to do next.
SA: When you jumped into this campaign,
what was your gut feeling?
RA: Well, [the CRD’s plan] was a very poor
design. You’ve got this sewage treatment plant
right at the harbour entrance. It’s in the
tsunami zone—it’s in the overlay map, and
it’s right on the maximum buffer point.
[Regarding] the 18-kilometre pipeline pumping
sewage to the Hartland landfill, I didn’t understand at the time what you can and can’t
do there. A lot of that knowledge came later
as I started going through CRD reports
and searching out how they made a lot of
these decisions. I started going through newspaper clippings and I developed a master
timeline of how the project progressed.
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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SA: I talked to the CRD and asked what
SA: As you go through this process you
concerns they had.
eventually come up with your own plan?
...the bigger thing for me
RA: They think it’s ludicrous.
RA: Yes, but [at first] I didn’t have a real
SA: Where did you come up with the $650understanding of waste; of how liquid becomes
is the democratic aspect of
million figure for your plan? The CRD is
solid waste, how solid waste was initiated,
it. People have been really
interested in the qualifications of the people
how liquid was initiated, what are the limitawho came up with the plan and would like
tions of secondary treatment, what are the
left out of the process; they
to see the financials and how you come to
limitations of tertiary treatment, or the comprothat conclusion.
mises. A lot of that knowledge came later.
haven’t been treated fairly.
RA: Some of it’s based on estimating that I
We came up with this acronym RITE, standing
Part of the fight is not just to
can do at my level: talking with companies
for “Respectful of communities, Innovative
involved, figuring things out based on their
technologies, Taxpayer friendly, Environmentally
get a better system; it’s a
own cost. I know that the Craigflower pump
sound”—very simple, very high level. It would
fight for a chance to be part
station cost about $11 million, a very large
do things the current sewage treatment plan
building with all the pumps in it. So, you start
won’t, and things that you would need to have
of the decision making. We
with that building, you put a treatment system
in a sewage treatment plan, and that you could
can roll it back to the point
in at 10 to 20 percent of the cost and then you
get wide support from the public for.
have a starting figure. Then I ramped those
In May I went on a tour of the Dockside
where the CRD does take a
figures up and that was the basis for getting
Green facility. I was surprised by what I
to that [$650 million] number. So there’s a
saw. It was a small building next to a coffee
sober second look at it.”
margin of error in there.
shop and a bakery, and it was providing sewage
—Richard Atwell
SA: The CRD says they have six pump
treatment for a small development there. It’s
stations—none of which, they say, has suffibeen around since about 2008 and the beauty
cient land available for what you are looking at with your plan.
of it is that you go straight to tertiary [treatment], so you don’t
RA: I’m wondering how they are coming up with that analysis.
have to build primary and then secondary on top of primary, and then
Because the number of locations that I was talking about was about
add tertiary on top of that. It’s “3-D technology” that goes in the
15 or 16, spread out around the region—most of those are pump
floor. You make a pit, and add some pumps and some UV disinfecstations; the other locations are land that the CRD has access to
tant units and various things that you need to make the system work.
already, or it’s municipal land that they could pass onto the CRD.
I was wondering why the CRD hadn’t pursued this. It took a long
[The CRD] selected a technology before they selected the land and
time to go through CRD documents and to figure out where the
they then went looking for the land to suit the technology. I’ve taken
opportunity had been lost.
this slightly different approach: This is the land we have available;
I found the [Dockside type of tertiary] technology in place at the
and we’ve got some pump stations that we can repurpose—Clover
Ganges treatment plant on Salt Spring Island and at Sooke Harbour
Point is one of them, Trent Road is another, Currie Road is another
House. Then I started researching it and calling up the companies
one. Why not put in a technology that would fit into those locations
that make it and discovered it’s a technology that could scale from
and see how much you can treat [with that]? The CRD has only been
something as small as the Sooke Harbour House one to something
looking at traditional secondary treatment technologies even though
as large as a giant treatment plant that could serve thousands of people.
Dockside has been running for a long time.
It’s at that point that I had the confidence that there was an alterSA: What about the argument that there’s an economy of scale if
native that might provide us some benefits, great benefits for the cost
you build a centralized plant as opposed to multiple plants? The CRD
of it. But I had to figure out if the CRD had, or had not looked at it.
suggests if multiple tertiary plants could be built for less money, then
And after looking through their reports and various submissions they
no one would build a centralized secondary treatment plant. Do you
received from technology companies in 2007, [I realized] it’s an option
buy the argument a centralized plant is more cost effective than
that they had not pursued.
multiple plants?
I started trying to delve into the cost as much as I could and discovRA: If you limit your choice of technology, you’ll come to that
ered that most of the cost of such treatment was in the buildings—80
conclusion as the CRD did in 2009, but even their own plan isn’t
to 90 percent in the buildings. So, if we already had a building like
following the centralized model. They are locating half of the facility
a pump station, then you could convert it and there would be a big
at Hartland with plans to build a second wastewater plant in the West
savings. If you needed to put it underground, there would be a slightly
Shore in the near future at a substantial additional cost. The CRD’s
greater cost. At Dockside Green, 30 percent of the construction cost
costing graph that favours a single plant ignores this eventuality and
was to put it in the ground, because that was one of the requirements
this will dramatically shift the overall cost per litre of treatment when
they had. [But it’s] very hard to predict the cost because it depends
this deferred plant is factored in. Their logic also suggests that the
on the situation. You couldn’t go to the company and say “I see this
Saanich Peninsula plant shouldn’t have been built and that the wastesite that you have in Georgia and how much is it going to cost in
water should have been piped down into the core area.
Victoria?” They would have no idea because it’s based on what you
The CRD’s cost calculations are based on traditional primary plus
have. [But] starting to run some of the basic numbers, it began to
secondary treatment technologies and the large infrastructure and
look like the cost to go to this higher level of treatment in the first
limitations which accompany them. Missing from CRD reports are
place would either be on par or less than what the CRD had come
any detailed calculations that figure the long-term costs of going straight
up with.

“
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to tertiary treatment in a decentralized layout using the compact technologies employed at Dockside Green. There are completely different
cost curves associated with these greatly differing technologies.
Also, I’m hard pressed to call what the CRD is doing,“centralized,”
because they have split it over two locations. They would have liked
to have the whole thing at McLoughlin Point and taken some of
the DND land. If they’d been able to put the energy centre and the
treatment plant all in the same location, I could call that a centralized system. Why let the sewage travel 50 kilometres from a house
in Haro Woods all the way up to Hartland? How much heat has been
lost? Is the centralized system more cost effective?
I’m not so sure that the CRD has those numbers correct. The only
graph that I’ve seen that compares the cost of their system to other
treatment plants [is] incorrect and it’s been used for a number of years
to justify this cost.
SA: Under your plan, what’s going to happen to the sewage as these
pump stations are being converted?
RA: The stations are largely air on the inside, they are largely buildings, most of the infrastructure is underground. So, it would continue
to flow through until they hook up some bypass.
SA: If the Capital Regional District was to go with your plan, where
would the effluent produced by these tertiary plants go?
RA: That’s the beauty of tertiary treatment, it can go almost
anywhere. After you process wastewater to a tertiary disinfected level
like they do at Dockside Green, it becomes safe. In addition to re-use
within the complex for toilet flushing, Dockside refills its outdoor
ponds with the reclaimed water and any excess goes back to the ocean.
SA: Right now it can’t. The Ministry of the Environment would
not approve the water from tertiary treatment for local water sources,
so where would you send it?
RA: That would have to be brokered as part of the liquid waste
management plan.
SA: Do you think the Ministry would go for that?
RA: I don’t see why not, because it’s such an innovative approach.
The [provincial] government is very pro-innovation in that way. There
are many other areas that are making re-use of the treated water. If
you go to Vernon they use it for irrigation. The water could, at the
very least, be used for, say, watering the grounds at UVic and golf
courses. As the regulator who must approve of any plan the CRD
submits to it, the design of the system would have to explicitly detail
the discharge strategy. If the ministry were to reverse its earlier position on promoting water re-use, the water would have to be directed
to one of several outfalls.
SA: What about the screenings and the greater volume of sludge?
What would happen to that?
RA: There is a greater volume of sludge because it is tertiary treatment. You are looking at, say, another ten percent increase in
what’s coming out and you have to get that to another facility somehow.
SA: You’d be collecting it from multiple facilities. In the CRD’s
plan it would be collected from one or two facilities.
RA: [With the CRD’s plan] it’s going to go up through that pipeline.
At McLoughlin Point they are going to take the solids out through
the traditional process, then they are going to re-water them so they
can pump it up that pipeline. The sewage comes into the station at
about 99.9 percent water, and then they’ll make a solution of
about 96 to 98 percent, then they’ll de-water it again.
SA: But, if you have multiple plants across the region, you’re going
to have multiple pipes, or multiple collections of sludge.
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

handmade gifts from local woods

Live-edge birdseye yellow cedar bowl

Heartwood Studio

bowls and spoons, wooden utensils, urns, lamps and more
Visit the artist in his studio or online:

250-746-5480 • www.heartwoodstudio.ca
or see us at Eclectic Gallery
2170 Oak Bay Avenue
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Give the Gift of Great Theatre…
Belfry gift certificates make terrific Christmas presents. Please call
us and we will send you the certificate and your friend can choose a
production and dates at their leisure.

Belfry Theatre
1291 Gladstone Avenue
250-385-6815
www.belfry.bc.ca
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RA: I suppose it’s possible to use a piping system, but I didn’t
conceive that as part of the RITE plan. A better solution is trucking
it. This is what Dockside Green does on a very small scale.
SA: If you have 15 treatment centres across the region, that’s
going to be a lot of sludge, a lot of trucks. You haven’t included that
in your costing.
RA: I haven’t included operating and maintenance cost in this estimate. It’s just a capital cost estimate.
SA: But, the operating and maintenance may be greater with your
plan than the plan the Capital Regional District is looking at.
RA: It’s possible. Yes.
SA: It seems to me to be more than possible. It’s realistic the cost
would go up.
RA: There’s a number of hidden costs in the CRD plan. I was at
one of the meetings and the engineers were talking about the operating cost of running the pumping stations going up to Hartland. I
think it was about $132,000 a year. That doesn’t seem like a lot. Then
one of the members of the public was analyzing one of the reports
and it was revealed that the insurance costs for the pipeline were $4.8
million a year. So, to do an apples-to-apples comparison, you really
have to take all costs and put them together. To say that it’s much
cheaper to pipe it versus trucking and not including all the costs is
not realistic for the taxpayer. The amount of sludge [trucked to
Hartland] is on comparison with the amount of garbage that is going
into the dump.
SA: Is it fair to say that you and the groups that you have been associated with have been inconsistent in their messaging over the past
two and a half years?
RA: I think that my message has been consistent. Trying to address
some of the things in the past, insofar as regulations and things like
that, a lot of it’s moot now. The regulations are in place, there is no
political will to do anything else, and I think it’s the right thing to do.
SA: Would you say that you are in the minority or that you are
fighting a losing battle?
RA: It’s definitely a “David and Goliath” battle for sure. The CRD
goes out of its way to make it very difficult for anybody to criticize
the project in any form; whether it’s reducing our speaking time [at
meetings] down to three minutes, changing the rules on the fly while
we are presenting, [or] asking for presentations in advance so staff
have a chance to analyze them before the meeting happens. It’s
becoming more and more difficult to deal with the CRD. They have
called media asking [that I not be interviewed].
SA: Do you have proof of that?
RA: I don’t have direct proof of it, other than what I have been
told by the media.
SA: No one has ever told me not to talk to you.
RA: I don’t think they’ve called everybody in town. I am talking
about specific instances. My facts have been put in doubt and when
the CRD is questioned about what facts are wrong, normally there
is no response. A lot of what I have been doing on the radio recently
has been coming with actual clips from [CRD] meetings, so it’s the
actual account, in the voices of the staff and the directors. It’s very
hard to say that’s not what’s happening.
SA: So it’s an uphill battle. Do you think you can still win?
RA: I’m motivated to win, yes.
SA: Motivation and knowing you can win are two different
things though.
RA: If I didn’t think there was a chance of winning…I just have to
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Remembering loved ones through Celebrate-a-Life
draw from my previous experiences. The HST was thought to be an
impossible job. There has never been a successful initiative petition. When it was announced, everybody said there was no chance
and we worked like dogs to win it. And it was a very tough win.
SA: Do you have the same commitment with your initiative now?
RA: Oh, definitely. I do.
SA: But I don’t see the team behind you. It doesn’t seem as great
as the HST team.
RA: Not by any means. It’s a much smaller effort and it kind of
builds to a crescendo at times. People always react when there is a
crisis. But when you get to that point, more and more people come
into the fray. More and more people come to support you. I get calls
on a regular basis, emails out of the blue, and I try to engage as many
of those people as I can in the process. For a lot of them there is a
huge education that has to take place; how did we get here?
With the HST it was much simpler, people came on to fight the
tax. This project has been exempted from referendum. In 2007 [then
Premier Gordon] Campbell passed the “Regional District Liabilities
Regulation.” It exempted sewage treatment from referendum. So,
unlike Regina, where the residents were going to get to choose whether
the system was going to be public or private, there is no such possibility here. There is no way for the public to participate at that level
because it’s been outlawed; you don’t have the right to have a
referendum over projects like this that cost so much.
SA: If you lose?
RA: I think it’s a loss for everybody. There’s a number of things that
interest me in the project. Probably the smallest aspect of it is the technology part of it. I’m very detail orientated. I like researching
things, but the bigger thing for me is the democratic aspect of it. People
have been really left out of the process; they haven’t been treated fairly.
Part of the fight is not just to get a better system; it’s a fight for a chance
to be part of the decision making. We can roll it back to the point where
the CRD does take a sober second look at it. There’s plenty of opportunity for that. [Provincial and federal] ministers have said there is an
opportunity, there’s flexibility in funding, [and] they’ve said there’s
flexibility in timing. I don’t think we even need to go beyond 2020.
The CRD is trying to finish around March of 2018.
The only real argument that I’ve heard that the project needs to be
done right away is because it’s going to cost more to do it in the future
[due to] perceived construction cost increases from delays. When
you look at the proposed operating cost of the project, though, it
roughly negates that figure. So you build it a year later, you’re not
paying a year of operating expenses.
I don’t think it is going to take three years to revisit the project,
analyze it, and come up with a better plan. There’s been plenty of
work that’s been done to date. But, [the possibility of] a better plan—
and there’s time available, and there’s support from the provincial
government—is partly what motivates me. There’s an opportunity
to take advantage of. There’s hope in that.
Stephen Andrew is Victoria journalist whose work
has been recognized with numerous national
and international awards, including nine Edward R.
Murrow Awards. Twitter @Stephen_Andrew

D

ecember is a month of celebration, but it is also a month of diminishing
light, where the days shorten and the nights lengthen. People who have
lost a loved one experience this contrast all too painfully—while those
around them enjoy seasonal festivities, their feelings of loss are intensified as they
feel out of step with the festive atmosphere surrounding them. While nothing
can bring a loved one back, sometimes a simple symbolic gesture, and time
spent with others who have experienced a similar loss, can be reassuring, healing
and comforting.
Again this year, Victoria Hospice honours those who are grieving in our community by offering the 28th annual Celebrate-a-Life event, beginning November 30
and running until December 11 at Hillside Centre. A few days later, on Sunday,
December 15, Hospice invites
the community to attend a
Memorial Service at 3 pm
at the University of Victoria
Interfaith Chapel.
Celebrate-a-Life volunteers at Hillside Centre will
invite you to share thoughts
of your loved one by writing
a personalized message on
a tribute card to hang on the
Celebrate-a-Life tree. There
are many memories and stories
behind the messages on those
simple little ornaments.
One Christmas, an ornament was inscribed by a
Hospice patient, a young
mother who was just days
away from death. She wrote
of her gratefulness for her husband, and his care for her and their children, and
added that she was content knowing that he would bring up their children to
have the same compassion he showed toward her.
As soon as Halloween is over, says Hospice Bereavement counsellor Marney
Thompson, many bereaved people worry about how they will get through the
holidays. Every November, Hospice’s Bereavement Department hosts a seminar
dealing with grief in anticipation of this stressful time. Many of the seminar’s
participants then visit the Celebrate-a-Life tree in December. “It is a way to participate on the fringes of the festive season and still honour the people they have
lost,” explains Marney.
Some families make it an annual tradition to visit the Celebrate-a-Life tree to
remember those they have lost, says Wendy Innes, Victoria Hospice Corporate and
Community Relations Officer.
The December 15 non-denominational memorial service, led by Victoria Hospice
Coordinator of Spiritual and Religious Care Tammy Lindahl, is a simple, quiet ceremony based in spirituality rather than any one religion. “A harpist starts playing
a half hour before the service, and often people come early to sit for some quiet
reflection. The service will include music, poetry reading and candle lighting. It
is a gift of time and space from Hospice to the community,” explains Tammy.
Please consider making a donation to Victoria Hospice so that they may
continue to provide support to Victoria’s bereaved families.

Victoria Hospice
250-519-1744
Give online at www.VictoriaHospice.org
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

17

talk of the town
The $25 million stop sign
DAVID BROADLAND

City officials ignored three red lights as they drove Sebastien Ricard’s dreamy design into a solid concrete wall.

Left: A schematic drawing of the bridge PCL is building (created by Focus from PCL’s construction drawings). Note the three small windows (dark squares)
of the observation basement under the roadway. Right: Sebastien Ricard’s 2010 design with it’s swooping, open walkway through the rings.

O

n August 1, 2012 a team of engineers
from the City of Victoria met with
top executives of WCC Construction
Canada (Walsh), one of three companies
competing for a contract to build the new
Johnson Street Bridge.The meeting was held
to discuss how the latest Sebastien RicardWilkinson Eyre design for the project could
be “optimized” to fit the City’s overall budget
of $93 million. The Walsh team provided the
City with an agenda. The first point on that
agenda laid out in stark terms the “magnitude
of the challenge” facing the project:“to reduce
direct cost by at least $25 million.” The Walsh
document went on to suggest a range of possibilities that could bring the cost down—from
“modifications” (for example, eliminating
bicycle lanes) to “drastic scope reductions”
(such as eliminating the third vehicle lane)
to “wholesale design change.”
That Walsh agenda was obtained recently
through an FOI request. It was part of the
record of meetings the City held with each of
the companies after all three said they couldn’t
build Ricard’s design on the City’s budget.
Other documents from the FOI show that
18

Kiewit Infrastructure Group made similar
suggestions for aggressively reworking or
replacing the design.
Both Kiewit and Walsh advised using conventional trunnion bearings to support the bridge
at the centres of its rings, which meant those
rings—the signature architectural element of
Ricard’s controversial design—would become
cosmetic rather than structural. Kiewit told
the City this would produce “seven figure
savings.” The Walsh and Kiewit analyses represented a slap in the face for the City’s project
manager, MMM Group, and a glaring double
red light for the project.
The documents also show the company that
eventually won the competition, PCL
Constructors Westcoast, took a subtly different
approach to wooing the City. PCL didn’t overwhelm the City’s evaluation team with long
lists of problems and unpleasant solutions, as
Walsh and Kiewit had done. Instead, PCL highlighted the fact that their optimizations would
bring back a feature that had been abandoned
by Ricard’s team of engineers: a walkway that
would allow pedestrians to pass through the
bridge’s two 50-foot diameter rings, even as

the structure lifted for passing marine traffic.
PCL provided no renderings of what that
walkway might actually look like, just the reassurance that, if the City went with them, the
voter-popular walkway through the rings
would return.
This design regression was made possible
by another PCL optimization: a concrete
approach bridge that passed between the rings,
unbroken, to the edge of the channel (see left
drawing above). As simple as that may sound,
it was a new idea. But the documents released
by the City suggest PCL may not have fully
worked out how their optimizations would
conflict with structural elements of the design
previously deemed necessary by MMM’s engineers. For example, a very large curved steel
plate engineers had added to connect the lower
halves of the two rings to stiffen them was
shown in PCL’s drawings in their optimization meeting with the City. But that plate would
slice through the concrete approach bridge
when the bascule span lifted (the plate has
since disappeared from PCL’s plans). If this is
all too hard to visualize, don’t feel bad. Project
Director Peter Sparanese, who led the City’s
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team at the optimization meetings, didn’t seem
to notice this fatal problem. Instead, he noted
on the back of a PCL optimization handout,
“This is exactly what we wanted to accomplish as we contemplated the RFP.”
PCL’s soft-pedalling of the design’s problems—still a red light, but a flashy one—had
made a welcome impression on Sparanese, a
key player in deciding who would get the contract.
Even so, the City’s RFP had given it, at least
on paper, the option of withdrawing from the
project “because of the risk of a cost overrun”
if even one of the three companies had indicated it couldn’t build Ricard’s design within
the City’s budget. All of them had indicated
that, but to completely abandon Ricard’s design
might have been disastrous for the careers
of Mayor Dean Fortin, City Manager Gail
Stephens and the City engineers closest to the
project, Sparanese and Dwayne Kalynchuk.
The 2010 borrowing referendum had been
won on the promise of Ricard’s design and a
price of $77 million. After the 2011 election
the acknowledged price had risen to $93 million
and City councillors finally decided it couldn’t
rise any further. The real world, however, was
now pegging the price at $120 million. If
halting the project would be bad for their
careers, how could the project’s promoters
get costs down by $25 million?
Let us count the ways in which the City met
that challenge.
The most obvious course of action was to
accept changes to Ricard’s design that would
reduce the cost. Thus we have Ricard’s swooping,
open walkway through the rings being “optimized” into a dim, low-ceilinged concrete
bunker with small windows looking out at the
bottom of the bridge deck. This space will be
about as exciting to be in as a basement under
a highway. Indeed, the architectural qualities
of every aspect of the bridge have been reduced
and simplified to the level of a Home Depot
store. That dumbing down will no doubt save
a few million dollars, but the dollars that would
travel to Victoria to see an iconic bridge are
now more likely to stay home.
Even bigger reductions to the budget were
found by allowing the lifting span of the bridge
to be built in China. This is not, the City has
said, inconsistent with its claim that the project
would create 900 jobs. They never said,
they now say, those jobs would be in Victoria.
A conservative estimate of the saving here,
without any consideration given to the loss of
local economic opportunity: $5-$10 million.
The risk of having this critical work done in
China was mitigated somewhat by eliminating
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the necessity of machining the rings. The close
tolerances required by Ricard’s last design will
now be replaced with epoxy grout sandwiched
between critical machinery parts. Indeed,
the overall quality of the structure has been
reduced to such an extent that PCL’s warranty
that “all work will be free from defects in material, workmanship and any design or engineering”
runs for only two years. That’s less than the
warranty on a cheap new car.
The City also quietly removed major components of the project. Thus the old bridge’s
concrete piers will now be left in place for
other people to deal with in the future; the
cost of disposal of contaminated soil will go
on some other bill; the replacement of utilities will be charged to some other budget; a
major retaining wall necessitated by the project
will be an extra on PCL’s bill; the cost of rehabilitating the S-curve lands is unbudgeted; etc,
etc. A conservative estimate of these and other
shifted costs is $10 million.
Perhaps the most efficient way of reducing
visible costs, and public concern about costs
in general, has been the spreading of the idea
by City officials, including Mayor Fortin, that
the contract with PCL is a “fixed-price contract.”
PCL’s contract is not fixed. The contract allows
for “change orders” and there’s no limit to
what might be included as a change order.
In fact, as of the end of August, PCL’s invoices
to the City show that after billing for only
three percent of the original contract price,
the project had already gone through—by way
of change orders—11.5 percent of the amount
allocated for contingency. At that rate the
contingency will soon be gone and if change
orders continue likewise over the entire project,
there will be a cost overrun of $8-10 million.
This badly-managed project has been hard
on those closest to it. Peter Sparanese’s position with the City was terminated in September.
City Manager Gail Stephens has gone into selfexile in Winterpeg. Former Project Director
Mike Lai took a lower-paying job in Saanich.
But the City is still hiding records, presumably
to prevent further damage to the City’s reputation. Focus has been seeking the indicative
price submissions and bid proposals of Walsh,
Kiewit and PCL for over a year. In a series of
cynical moves that have resembled a con artist
shifting around the pieces in a shell game,
the City has used provisions of the Freedom
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
to keep this information out of public sight,
likely until after the next civic election.
David Broadland is the publisher of Focus.
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talk of the town
Cohen ignored
KATHERINE PALMER GORDON

Justice Bruce Cohen demanded urgent government action to save wild salmon. Instead, the situation has deteriorated.

Sockeye salmon spawning in the Adams River, a tributary of the Fraser River

O

n October 31 last year, there was cheering in the streets when
the Cohen Commission released its final report. Commissioner
Bruce Cohen, who had been tasked with investigating the
rapidly declining Fraser River sockeye salmon run, made no less than
75 recommendations for immediate action to save the wild fish, including
taking strong measures against the impacts of net-pen Atlantic salmon
farms. He also set deadlines for compliance that he expected the federal
government to meet.
Wild salmon advocates were overjoyed; the tide seemed to have
turned in their favour at long last. Craig Orr, executive director of
Vancouver-based Watershed Watch, was highly optimistic about the
Cohen report, telling Focus in last December’s issue that this time,
things would be different: “It’s a very powerful report,” Orr exclaimed
enthusiastically. “It captures information that might never have seen
the light of day otherwise. That’s permanently on the record now.”
A year later, however, Orr’s enthusiasm has faded into frustration:
“It’s still a very important report,” he insists, “but the lack of commitment by government to it is infuriating. I don’t know if the message
isn’t getting through to government, or they are just ignoring it. There
has been no meaningful action taken to implement any of the recommendations in the report—none.”
Apart from his recommendations, Cohen also skewered Fisheries
and Oceans Canada (DFO) in his report for mismanagement, conflicts
of interest, and failure to carry out its mandate to protect wild fish and
their habitat. But there is nothing to indicate that DFO’s leadership
took that as a clarion call to take corrective action. If anything, what
DFO has been doing suggests the opposite.
Immediately after its release the report vanished into DFO’s internal
system, and hasn’t been seen since. In the meantime, 14 of Cohen’s
recommendations with deadlines attached to them have passed, including
the publication by March 2013 of an implementation plan for
DFO’s 2005 Wild Salmon Policy. Cohen applauded the policy, stating
that it contains vital steps for protecting the wild fish. But he also ques20

tioned why it hadn’t been implemented seven years later. Thirteen
months later, there is still no sign of one. “How long does it take to
draw up an implementation plan?” wonders Orr.
Another March deadline called for the development of revised criteria
for siting of fish farms so as to protect wild salmon on important migratory routes. Any farms not meeting the new criteria were to be shut
down immediately. That too hasn’t happened: “I’m not aware that any
such criteria have even been considered. These deadlines appear to be
completely meaningless to government,” concludes Orr.
DFO Minister Gail Shea refused all media interviews on the report’s
first anniversary on October 31, issuing a short written statement
instead: “Our Government has long recognized the importance of
protecting sockeye salmon in the Fraser River…we are responding to
Justice Cohen’s recommendations not by producing another written
document but by taking concrete actions that make a real difference.”
But a difference to whom? Cohen strongly criticized the conflict
of interest between DFO’s duty to protect wild fish and its mandate to
promote fish farming, and recommended separating the two. That
hasn’t been done either, and it looks like it won’t, if Shea’s statement
is anything to go by. Indeed, the contents of the statement illustrate
perfectly why Cohen was critical of the conflict, in terms that would
be laughable if they didn’t so blatantly favour farmed fish at the expense
of wild salmon.
Shea has extended a moratorium on aquaculture development in
the Discovery Islands, an area in which migrating wild salmon are particularly vulnerable to diseases transmitted from farmed fish. But she also
omitted to mention that seven existing net-pen operations in that area
are free to continue their activities unabated.
She also proudly announced a $57.5 million commitment—not to
wild salmon environmental protection, but to the aquaculture industry,
to “help bolster environmental protection” in that sector. By contrast
recreational fisheries received a paltry $1.8 million for wild fish conservation, and the Pacific Salmon Foundation just $1 million a year.
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Shea did assert that the government invests more than $65 million
annually in Pacific salmon, of which about $20 million is directly
related to Fraser River sockeye. But let’s just have a quick look at
those figures in context. How much money is actually being spent
on the fish remains far from clear, and she didn’t elaborate. The 2013
federal government budget isn’t precise enough to identify whether
the sums quoted are accurate, nor on what that money is spent: It’s
quite likely that a large portion of it is going to bureaucratic salaries
and other DFO overhead.
The budget does however list DFO’s strategic priorities, in this order:
“economically prosperous” maritime sectors and fisheries take
precedence over “sustainable aquatic ecosystems.” It’s a priority that’s
reflected in the dollar figures as well. DFO’s total budget for 2013/2014
is $1.67 billion. Boosting economics gets $421.5 million; sustainable
ecosystems, a little more than half of that at just $238.7 million.
The report card on the provincial government reads slightly better,
at least in terms of habitat management. Tagged in eight of Cohen’s
recommendations, BC accepted them in principle five months later.
Urged to complete a review of the provincial Water Act with the
goal of regulating issues that affect Fraser River sockeye, it released the
proposed new legislation in October 2013 and plans to enact the
modernized legislation (to be renamed the Water Sustainability Act)
in 2014. If passed, development decisions and groundwater use will
be constrained in future by potential impacts on stream health and
water quality. The provincial government has also been putting pressure on local governments to complete and enforce riparian protection
regulation within their boundaries, as recommended by Cohen.
So far, so good. However, things fall down again when it comes to
the fish farm industry. While it committed in March this year not to
issue any new tenure agreements for net-pen fish farms in the Discovery
Islands, at the same time the government stated it remained fully
committed to a “sustainable” aquaculture industry. They took that position into the May election (as did the BCNDP) and neither party has
changed its position since.
In the meantime, veteran wild fish campaigner Alexandra Morton
has continued her battle against fish farms and associated diseases
killing our wild fish. A 2013 online documentary called Salmon
Confidential by independent producer Twyla Roscovich (reviewed in
the May issue of Focus) made it damningly clear not only that deadly
diseases are invading our waters, but that DFO, in collusion with
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), is conspiring to hide
that fact from consumers.
Despite large numbers of BC fish (both wild and farmed) testing
positive for a variety of diseases, CFIA continues to deny that is the
case. In fact—apparently determined to undermine the credibility of
Morton’s results at any cost—CFIA went as far as orchestrating the
removal in July this year of international credentials from the Prince
Edward Island laboratory that Morton had been using to test her samples.
Laboratory director Dr Fred Kibenge had reported positive results
for infectious salmon anemia virus in several of Morton’s samples, and
told the Cohen Commission so. The CFIA immediately leapt into action,
pushing for audits of his work. “What they are doing is essentially
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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punishing me for having testified,” Kibenge told the Globe and Mail
newspaper. “They’re trying to suppress my findings.”
They haven’t succeeded; at least, not yet. Morton continues to publicize her work, and in July a report co-authored by Morton with Kibenge
and others was published in Virology Journal, a peer-reviewed scientific journal published in London, England. The report proves that
piscine reovirus is present in BC waters, and that it came from Norway,
the source of most of the Atlantic salmon produced in local fish farms.
We are also faced with some other hard facts. The 2013 Fraser River
run was as disastrous as ever. Rising water temperatures, almost certainly
attributable to the accumulated impacts of climate change, saw 70
percent of the fish dying before reaching the spawning grounds. Fishing
for all salmon species in the river was banned completely in mid-August
in a desperate attempt to allow the few fish coming upriver to spawn.
The same thing happened on the Skeena River.
So what now? “We’ve polled British Columbians,” says Orr, “and
the overwhelming response is strong support for protecting wild
salmon, but it’s hard for people to figure out how to translate that into
hard action.”

Morton regularly begs for donations to help support paying the enormous laboratory bills that she faces. She doesn’t receive anywhere close
enough to cover them. Orr says Watershed Watch has circulated a petition demanding action on the Cohen report, but by mid-November
it had only attracted a few hundred signatures. Orr postulates, “People
feel disenfranchised, and powerless against our government. They feel
government simply ignores them, so they don’t even try anymore.”
We’ll have only ourselves to blame if a generation from now the
Cohen Commission report lies forgotten in a dusty archive and there
are no wild salmon left in BC for us to try and save.
Katherine Palmer Gordon is the author of six books
of non-fiction, including several BC Bestsellers and
a Haig-Brown prize-winner. Her most recent book,
We Are Born with the Songs Inside Us: Lives and Stories
of First Nations People in British Columbia, has just been
released by Harbour Publishing.

Cruise ship cost-benefit analysis
SIMON NATTRASS
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Do the intuitive benefits of 500,000 tourists evaporate on careful inspection?

Cruise ships berthed at Victoria’s Ogden Point

H

alfway around the world a battle is raging. Following popular
protests against the influx of massive cruise ships—and their
associated impacts on city life—the tourist mecca of Venice
recently announced a limit for visits from ships exceeding 40,000 tonnes,
and an outright ban on those exceeding 96,000 tonnes. While Venetian
activists celebrate their victory, here at home most Victorians seem
content to ignore those same-sized ships passing through local waters.
However, for residents like Ruth Magnusson, who lives several blocks
from Ogden Point, cruise ships have become an unwelcome part of life
during the summer months. “When I first started smelling the cruise
22

ships, I didn’t know what it was,” says Magnusson. Today she often can
tell when the ships are docking or leaving by the severity of the smell.
Two of Magnusson’s neighbours leave town during peak times in
May and June to avoid the fumes, and many residents have learned to
dread the winds blowing in from the docks. “We have all thought of
moving,” she says, adding that despite the yearly visits from the cruise
industry, she’s loathe to leave her house and neighbourhood. Another
resident, Cindy Frewer, whose balcony faces Ogden Point, says she
spends $600 every summer on air filters to avoid feeling ill when the
winds blow ship exhaust her way.
December 2013 • FOCUS

Focus presents: Triangle Healing

ADVERTISEMENT

Is better health on your Christmas shopping List?
Ship emissions aren’t the only thing worrying folks living near Ogden
Point. Between the docks and downtown, vehicles carrying tourists
from boat to shops have caused a marked increase in traffic along residential streets. In 2009, two surveys of James Bay residents showed
that 573 respondents ranked traffic levels, exhaust, and noise as their
top three concerns.
In August of 2012, the North American Emissions Control Area
(ECA) came into effect, limiting emissions of sulphur oxide, nitrogen
oxide, and particulate matter from ships operating in coastal waters.
For cruise ships, this meant limiting fuel sulphur content to 1 percent
with a further reduction to 0.1 percent in 2015—a change which the
industry is currently lobbying
to roll back.
Responding to commuIS THERE pollution
nity complaints, the BC
from a cruise ship? I
Ministry of Environment
and community partners
don’t see what the
installed a sulphur oxide
monitoring station on Erie
point in dwelling on
Street in James Bay. While
that would be.”
monitors have shown a 50
percent decrease in sulphur
—Dallas Gisalson
oxide since introducing ECA
Greater Victoria
regulations, Magnusson says
Development Agency
the impact is still there.
“There’s lots of toxins in
those fumes anyway. Even
if they take the sulphur out there are still going to be problems.”
Ross Klein is a Professor of Sociology at Newfoundland’s Memorial
University specializing in issues such as environmental and social
impacts, sexual assault, exploitative labour practices, and passenger
deaths related to the cruise ship industry. During a trip to Victoria
last summer, Klein said James Bay residents may have more to contend
with than the emissions covered under the ECA regulations. To start
with, he noted that incinerators are the preferred alternative method
of garbage disposal on ships, after discharge at sea. “If something
can’t be put into the ocean it gets incinerated. If you’re burning plastics you’ve got furans and dioxins, which make their way back onto
the land.”
While they’re certainly the most visible, emissions aren’t the only
environmental impact Klein identified. In 2006, Celebrity Cruises was
fined $100,000 by the Washington State Department of Ecology for
discharging wastewater off Washington’s coast. During the hearings,
the cruise line released maps revealing that most of the discharges
occurred in BC waters, where companies can avoid the fines and strict
regulations found in Washington and Alaska. According to Klein, ships
routinely “empty their tanks before they go into Washington, and it’s
all being discharged into BC because it’s not enforced here.”
Klein said ships regularly discharge crushed glass, raw and treated
sewage, and grey water off the BC coast with impunity. Even treatment
systems—a common method of mitigating environmental impacts—
only serve to delay the entry of contaminants into coastal environments.
Sewage treatment systems produce sludge, which Klein said simply
ends up in local landfills while still failing to prevent ammonia and
heavy metals from entering ocean ecosystems via human waste. Even
exhaust filtering systems only relocate the problem offshore, where
effluent from “scrubbers” is often discharged along with wastewater.
“It’s the same problem,” said Klein, “it’s just been filtered out.”

“
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Left to right: The Sunrise SAD therapy light box; Earthing by Ober, Sinatra
and Zucker; and the Aulterra EMF/RF Neutralizer

T

riangle Healing Products offers over 5000 products, and every one of them
has a benefit, promises owner Diane Regan. Whether you are looking to
improve your own health, or are shopping for a gift for someone you care
about, Triangle Healing Products is the perfect place to start. Here are a few shopping ideas for you.
The line of Earthing Products protect you from electro magnetic fields through
grounding, allowing you to reconnect with the power and energy of Earth and thus
restore a natural electrical state in your body. Diane Regan reports that many people
are ill today with such things as chronic fatigue and fibromyalgia. “People are going
home in pain every night from their jobs. Such health challenges stem from inflammation. You can reduce inflammation exponentially by grounding.” Earthing Products
include sheets, sandals, mats for pets, and patches to put at sites you want to ground.
Customers are delighted with the results. “For the first time in 6 or 7 years, I do
not have to sleep on my back with a pillow under my legs thanks to the Earthing
products,” says grateful customer, Gloria Schiller.
The Aulterra Neutralizer neutralizes harmful effects of electromagnetic and radio
frequencies. Simply attach the small disc to your cell phone or other electronic device,
and it will provide constant protection for as long as it remains on the device.
December is a tough month for those affected by SAD. The Sunrise SAD
therapy light box with a dawn simulator could be a lifesaver for you or for someone
on your gift list. You can program it to wake up gently to a simulated sunrise, or at
the other end of the day, you can relax to a simulated sunset.
Another idea is to bring the sunshine indoors with full spectrum lights that not
only offer natural light, but can also be programmed to give ten minutes of light
therapy to combat SAD.
Would you like to give someone a gift that combines convenience and cost saving,
and also helps the environment? A non-detergent Laundry Ball will wash 365 loads
of laundry. Each ball contains four types of ceramic beads and a magnetic centre,
and the outer shell gently agitates clothing to beat off dirt and grime.
At Triangle Healing Products you are always invited to try out the products before
purchasing. Consider a session on a bio mat, or a foot or a chair massage. But if you
are gift shopping, and unsure of the needs of the people on your list, a gift certificate is a great option. The people on your list can come in to Triangle Healing Products
and see for themselves the many ways they can improve their daily health. They will
thank you for it.

Triangle Healing Products
770 Spruce Avenue, Victoria, BC
250-370-1818 • www.trianglehealingproducts.com
Triangle Healing Products, its owner, its employees do not provide medical advice or treatment. They provide information and
products that you may choose after evaluating your health needs and in consultation with health professionals of your choosing.
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talk of the town
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CEO of the Greater Victoria Harbour
Not everyone in the Capital Region
Authority, which owns Ogden Point. It’s
shares in the anxieties of residents near
no secret that tourism is Victoria’s second
Ogden Point. Dallas Gisalson is the economic
biggest industry, and cruise tourists account
development officer with the Greater
for 12.5 percent of our city’s four million
Victoria Development Agency. He says:
annual visitors. Unfortunately, despite deliv“Is there pollution from a cruise ship? I
ering a half-million potential customers to
don’t see what the point in dwelling on
the capital, the total economic impact of
that would be.” For Gisalson, the opporthe cruise industry amounts to less than
tunity for economic expansion represented
5 percent of the money spent by overnight
by cruise tourism outweighs any potential
visitors,
even before taking Scarfe’s adjustimpact. “We have a captive audience of
LAST YEAR, Scarfe’s updated estimate
ments and 21,000 tourism jobs into account.
500,000 cruise ship passengers.” Even if
pegged Victoria’s gross benefit—from
According to Klein, it’s up to the port
only 30 percent of those passengers choose
of call and associated regulators to ensure
to disembark while in port, Gisalson
spending, employment, and tax revenue—
that the cruise industry is contributing more
says “there’s still an opportunity to send
at $22 million, while costs associated
than it draws from the local economy.
a message to all of those passengers
“What I would argue is Victoria is not
promoting Victoria as a destination.”
with health, environment, and infraexploiting the industry to the degree that
Under US law, cruises from the mainthey could.”
land United States to Alaska must have a
structure were tallied at $24 million.
For their part, Grad says the Greater
foreign port-of-call. For these ships, BC is
The result is a deficit of $2 million
Victoria Harbour Authority is seeking ways
the only available option. With cruise traffic
to limit the social and environmental impact
projected to hover at just over 200 calls
shouldered by Victoria residents.
of their main client. He says the GVHA is
per year, this sounds like a dream come
looking to alternative methods of transtrue for locals looking to take advantage
porting cruise tourists to the Downtown core, as well as coaxing longer
of a “captive audience.” But there’s a catch. For many port communivisits out of companies who use Ogden Point. In addition, the
ties, noted Klein, “the money that’s being generated is all leaving
GVHA has applied for federal funding to install power outlets which
that town; there’s no true economic impact.” Cruises can sell for as
would enable ships to hook into the local grid and limit emissions from
little as $40 per day, which Klein estimates barely covers the cost of
on-board generators. Despite its bylaw prohibiting harbour activities
operations. Instead, companies make their money from the additional
that are “noxious or offensive to the immediate neighbourhood or the
$50 per day in on-board spending—meaning it’s in their best interest
general public by reason of emitting odours, dust, smoke, gas, noise,
to limit guests’ spending in port.
effluent or hazard,” the City of Victoria seems content to remain silent
Exactly how much of a boon Victoria receives from cruise tourism
on the issue.
is up for debate. Local economist, consultant, and UVic professor Brian
While Professor Klein says it’s up to ports to secure their own fortune,
Scarfe estimated in a 2009 report that Victoria had lost anywhere from
unless regulators step in, the onus is still on companies to limit their
$4-9 million hosting its summer guests; Scarfe’s re-assessment for 2012
environmental impact. Much of that impact occurs out of sight off the
shows little improvement.
BC coast, where regulations and enforcement continue to lag behind
Commissioned by the James Bay Neighbourhood Association,
US standards. In addition, many ships have yet to install or update
Scarfe’s report provides a cost-benefit analysis of Victoria’s relaeffluent treatment systems, and others lack the equipment to use the
tionship with the cruise industry. The report calls into question the
emission-saving power outlets proposed by the GVHA. “It’s not that
use of the cruise industry’s Business Research and Economic Advisors
they can’t be cleaner,” says Klein, “it’s that to be cleaner means more
(BREA) models—rather than local studies or other port-specific data—
machinery, less cabins, and less profits.”
to estimate the industry’s benefit to Victoria. After offering a scaled-back
In the end, any current settling of Victoria’s accounts with the cruise
assessment of the benefits of hosting the industry, Scarfe applies a
ship industry can only be based on models, amounting to little more
value to everything from premature deaths and health problems caused
than sophisticated guesswork. Residents and businesses are handed
by emissions to municipal infrastructure costs and environmental
industry estimates and told to “intuit” the benefits. And most of us
impacts from waste discharge, subtracting the hidden costs from the
likely assume that the same rules apply in Victoria as Seattle and Ketchikan.
potential benefit.
If there is truth behind the doubts of Scarfe, Klein, and the residents of
Last year, Scarfe’s updated estimate pegged Victoria’s gross benefit—
James Bay, perhaps it’s time for Victoria to question its intuition and
from spending, employment, and tax revenue—at $22 million,
ask for its own study to paint a less abstract picture of the cruise industry.
while costs associated with health, environment, and infrastructure
were tallied at $24 million. The result is a deficit of $2 million shoulSimon Nattrass has written on poverty, colonialism, and
dered by Victoria residents. Decreased sulphur oxide from ship emissions
police, as well as wild food and craft beer.
since the implementation of ECA regulations accounts for the savings
of $2-7 million since 2009.
Of course, not everyone agrees with Scarfe’s estimates. “Intuitively,
when a half million people get off the ship and visit your community,
there’s going to be a benefit to that community,” says Curtis Grad,
24
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Rolling the dice on the Salish Sea
JUDITH LAVOIE
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New US studies show a near doubling of risk if Kinder Morgan proceeds and tens of billions in economic loss if a major spill occurs.

Humpback whale in Haro Strait

I
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t was the kind of sparkling day on Haro Strait
300,000 a day. The company wants the expanthat lifted the soul and showcased BC’s unique
sion in place by 2017.
beauty. Against a backdrop of the Gulf Islands
Startling figures in a US study show that the
and the snowy outline of Mount Baker, a humprisk of an oil spill in Juan de Fuca Strait or Haro
back whale surfaced in front of our boat.
Strait will almost double with approval of
But, as bright yellow plywood drift cards were
projects such as the pipeline twinning, the Pacific
tossed into the ocean from Raincoast Conservation
Gateway coal export terminal at Cherry Point
Foundation’s research vessel Achiever, it was
in Washington, and expansion of coal exports
also a stark reminder of all that could be lost if
from Fraser Surrey Docks.
oil spills into the Salish Sea. Staring into the
“The early word [from a US vessel traffic risk
water as the cards drifted towards land, I found
assessment study] is that when we look at the
it was too easy to imagine the whale emerging
increase in vessel traffic, it looks as if the relathrough a sheen of oil.
tive risk of an incident leading to a spill is about
On the horizon looms the likelihood of a
189 percent above the 2010 baseline,” said
proliferation of oil tankers, freighters, fuelling
David Byers, response manager for Washington
barges and coal bulk carriers, making the Salish
State’s Department of Ecology. Washington is
Sea a carbon export superhighway. Fears are
keeping a careful eye on the Kinder Morgan
growing on both sides of the US/Canada border
plan. Byers explained: “What we are looking
Plywood drift cards trace path of “spill”
that increasing the number of tankers carrying
at is a dramatic shift in how energy is being
diluted bitumen from Alberta oil sands through
transported and the increased probability of
the fragile environment of the southern Gulf Islands and San Juan
spills as energy is being transported…There’s increased concern
Islands could be a recipe for disaster when combined with other
about a spill with different types of oil, such as the new, heavier oils
projects boosting marine traffic.
being developed in Alberta.”
The Kinder Morgan proposal to twin its Trans Mountain Pipeline,
Preliminary results from the same study, conducted by George
due to be submitted to the National Energy Board later this year,
Washington University for the Puget Sound Partnership, say that
would see the number of laden tankers leaving Westridge Marine
although tug escorts, ship pilots, and increased co-operation between
Terminals in Burnaby increase from five to a possible 34 tankers a
the US and Canadian coastguards are effective ways of reducing risks,
month, with the flow of oil growing to 890,000 barrels a day from
as the spill probability rises, areas in most danger are Haro Strait,
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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talk of the town
Juan de Fuca Strait, and the coastline stretching
to Cape Flattery on the Olympic Peninsula.
The financial implications are astounding.
Another study by Washington State Department
of Ecology concluded that a major spill could
cost $11.8 billion (in 2013 dollars) and 165,000
jobs. That study, described as “conservative”
in its estimates, looks at closed fisheries and
the impact on tourism only until the spill is
cleaned up. Categories studied include the
value of killed fish, loss of the shellfish industry,
vessel delays and port disruption, lost park
income, lost wages and loss of recreational
fishing and boating business.
The story told by the 1644 drift cards released
by Raincoast and Georgia Strait Alliance, in
areas where vessels must turn or navigate
narrow channels, should alarm British
Columbians, assuming similar losses would
be seen on southern Vancouver Island. The
cards show an oil slick would rapidly foul the
area from the San Juan Islands and Gulf Islands
to Victoria Harbour, Clover Point, Gordon
Head, Metchosin, Cadboro Bay, Point-NoPoint, French Beach, and Sandcut Beach .
“One of the big concerns is the speed at
which oil can move when it’s windy,” said Andy
Rosenberger, Raincoast marine biologist and
study coordinator. “One drop at the mouth of
the Fraser ended up at Saturna Island the next
day, a distance of more than 30 kilometres. If
the cards were oil, it would have moved and
spread a considerable distance before any
response would even have been undertaken.”
Proponents of the $5.4 billion Kinder Morgan
project emphasize that oil tankers have safely
sailed the route for decades. Seattle Marine
Exchange data shows about 60 tankers a year
now visit Westridge and Kinder Morgan envisages that, if the project is approved, the number
would rise to about 350 a year.
“A 60-year record of crude oil tanker safety
on the south coast doesn’t just happen. This
has been achieved because the safety regime
in which tankers operate has continuously
improved and changed significantly over those
six decades,” says Kinder Morgan’s submission to the Tanker Safety Expert Panel.
Rosenberger concedes that, in recent decades,
the number of tanker and freighter collisions
have decreased, but, as he tracks the drift card
pickups, he worries that it will take only one
major accident to permanently change the
Salish Sea environment. “Collisions happen
when there’s more traffic. Technology is rarely
a problem, but there’s always a human behind
the technology,” he said.
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Brian Falconer, Achiever’s captain, has
tracked accidents and resulting oil spills and
has little confidence in either assurances
that a Salish Sea accident is unlikely to happen
or that there is the capacity to clean it up. “This
crude oil dilutant is going into tankers operated by the Chinese and they do not have the
same standards as we have here.”
AS THE HUMPBACK AGAIN SURFACES
beside yellow cards bobbing on the surface,
Raincoast biologist Misty MacDuffee wonders
what chance endangered southern resident
killer whales would have if there was a spill.
“It would be devastating for such a small population if they were in the wrong place at the
wrong time,” she said. “We’re also looking at
the salmon in Georgia Strait and the estuary
of the Fraser River. What kind of threat would
more tankers bring to that habitat?”
Such unease is compounded by fears that
oil cleanup plans are ineffective and most of
the oil will remain in the environment.
An oil spill preparedness study by Alaskabased Nuka Research and Planning Group,
commissioned by the BC government, found
that in Juan de Fuca Strait, depending on conditions, between 9 and 31 percent of a 70,000-barrel
spill would be recovered. Compounding the
growing perception that BC would be incapable of adequately responding to a spill are
internal government documents showing that
even a medium-sized spill would overwhelm
provincial resources.
BC has not conducted direct risk assessment
or dollar-loss studies, but the Nuka information may be the basis for future studies, said
a ministry spokesman.
The Islands Trust, representing those likely
to be smack in the middle of any spill, has
pushed BC to increase its response capabilities. Background to a 2012 Islands Trust
resolution to the Union of BC Municipalities,
asking the province for a permanent BC
spill response fund with funding from industry,
includes graphs showing BC’s spill program
budgets and staff are miniscule compared to
those of Washington and Alaska.
BC’s Environmental Emergency Program
has 16 full-time staff, including 10 response
officers in 7 communities, and about $2.4
million a year in dedicated funding—numbers
which pale compared to Washington with
about 70 staff and a budget of $13 million.
There are no rescue tugs in BC and, instead,
the province relies on commercial tugs. The
closest rescue tug is in Washington.

The federal government leads marine spill
response and Sheila Malcolmson, Islands Trust
council chair, knows that BC is largely relying
on the feds and the polluter-pay principle, but
she believes the province must step up to the
plate. “The reality is that, when the oil hits the
beaches, it’s a provincial responsibility, and
we feel the Ministry of Environment has ducked
that,” she said.
Minister of Environment Mary Polak has
said gaps in oil spill response must be closed
with the help of the federal government and
industry and an Environment Ministry
spokesman said the province is working with
the federal tanker safety expert panel while
looking at ways to beef up its own system.
One of BC’s conditions for construction
of heavy oil pipelines is a world-class oil spill
prevention, response and recovery system.
“We recognize the need to strengthen our
policy and create world-class land-based and
marine spill response and preparedness
systems and one of the aspects being examined during this process is the number of
environmental emergency response officers,”
said the ministry spokesman.
The province is also proposing an industryfunded clean-up model that companies would
pay into ahead of time. Government and
industry are now looking at the costs, he said.
Meanwhile, the plywood cards are continuing to wash up on beaches around the region,
so for each one found, think about the damage
that would have been done if it was oil. Do
British Columbians feel confident that, unlike
in other oil spills around the world, BC is
capable of cleaning up the oil before it causes
catastrophic damage to a unique environment
and endangered species?
Studies similar to those conducted in
Washington, taking an unvarnished look at
the likelihood of spills and probable impact,
would help inform discussion. And British
Columbians need absolute, cash-backed assurances that industry will pick up every penny
of the tab if something goes wrong. Potentially
hitting the corporate bottom line may provide
the best hope for minimizing the risk of disaster.
Award-winning journalist
Judith Lavoie was an environment and First Nations
reporter for the Times Colonist
for many years and now
writes freelance stories on
environmental and marine
issues. Twitter @LavoieJudith
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Canada’s Serengeti
ALISON WATT

What’s at risk from proposed oil tanker traffic through the waters of BC’s Great Bear Rainforest?

R

ecently I have had several conversations
with people about their “astonishing,”
even “life-changing” trips to the Serengeti.
I listen, not without some envy. I have yet to
see the Serengeti. But I console myself with
having been to the Great Bear Rainforest many
times. Like the Serengeti, it is a place where
the power of seasonal changes creates some
of the greatest wildlife spectacles on Earth.
Also like the Serengeti, it is crucial habitat for
some of the planet’s large and rare mammals.
The Great Bear Rainforest begins roughly
where Vancouver Island ends. It stretches north
through inside passages and outside islands to
the Alaskan border. It encompasses 6.4 million
hectares and includes thousands of miles of
coastline and hundreds of islands. Deep, green
fjords reach far into the continent. Sea borne
rain rakes 3000-metre peaks and tumbles into
clear rivers which feed estuaries dense with
giant Sitka spruce and thousand-year-old red
cedar. This chain of massive, linked watersheds represents a quarter of all remaining
coastal temperate rainforest in the world.
Some may have known it by its older name,
the Mid-coast Timber Supply Area, or simply
as the Central and North coasts. Its image
began to change in 1997, with the publication
of Ian and Karen McAllister’s award-winning
book The Great Bear Rainforest: Canada’s
Forgotten Coast.
The subsequent decade-long struggle to
protect it resulted in internationally-acclaimed
negotiations between forestry companies, environmental groups, First Nations, and government.
In 2006 an agreement was announced which
included protection for 33 percent of the forest,
conservation financing to enable economic
diversification, and a commitment to implement ecosystem-based forestry management
for the whole Rainforest by 2009. The final
agreement of 2009 has yet to be fully implemented and a consortium of environmental
groups used an online campaign to urge the
BC government to “Keep the Promise” in a
number of areas, including mapping and
protecting critical habitat for five key species,
including grizzly bears and wolves. More recently
a new player has arrived, one which could
transform the relevance of these hard won
agreements. Enbridge’s Northern Gateway
proposal’s tanker route, passing right through
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

Great Bear
Rainforest

Victoria

the forest’s waterways, poses a very real threat
to the ecological integrity of the area.
Enbridge may have finally put the Great
Bear Rainforest on the map for most Canadians,
but as a naturalist who works in the Great Bear
Rainforest I have learned that while many may
have heard of the Great Bear Rainforest, they
have no idea of its global significance. Serengeti
National Park receives 350,000 visitors a year.
There is no official statistic but an estimate of
eco-tourists each year in the Great Bear Rainforest
might be 3000.
Access is certainly an issue. The coast road
ends over 400 kilometres and about a dozen
deep fjords to the south. But it’s more than that.
The Great Bear Rainforest gets barely a
mention on the Tourism BC site. Yet crews
from all over the world, including the United
States, Japan, Germany, France, and Great
Britain have filmed here. It is one of National
Geographic’s 2013 choices for “Best Trips In
the World.”
EVERY SUMMER, the combination of light
and wind-driven upwellings seed plankton
explosions over the continental shelf. About
18,000 humpback whales ply these lush aquatic
plains. At any one point about 2000 of them
can be found off the British Columbia coast.

Sailing through these waters, I have been
surrounded by dozens of spouts. All around
the boat, whales lunge and bubble net feed on
plankton and small fish. Mothers with calves
pause from time to time to demonstrate tail
slapping or breaching.
The whales here are the ecological and spiritual equivalent to the Serengeti’s elephants:
intelligent and social, capable of subtle emotion.
In recent years there have been dramatic
increases in humpback whales as well as fin
whales on the Central and North Coast. Both
are still rebounding after the whaling moratoriums put in place in the 1960s and ’70s.
Fin whales are the second largest animals
on Earth (next to blue whales). They are
considerably more rare than African elephants,
despite ivory poaching. In all, there are about
600,000 African elephants and probably
only 100,000 fin whales in the world. Our
Central Coast is one of the summering grounds
for these whales. This year over 70 of these
remarkable animals were sighted frequently
off Bonilla Island—square in the path of the
proposed Northern Gateway tanker route.
Neither the sonic nor physical effects of
tanker traffic on whales are well understood.
Recently California re-routed shipping lanes
around areas where whales feed in response
to research showing the animals were stressed.
The inner passages and outer coasts of the
Great Bear Rainforest are crucial feeding
areas for many other marine mammals.
Transient killer whales troll the waters for
seals and sea lions. Feeding pods of Pacific
white-sided dolphins set the water boiling.
Sea otters, once almost extirpated on our
coast, float in kelp beds. Lone elephant seals,
recovering from near extinction, surface in
long channels.
One of the most important seasonal events
on our coast is the annual arrival of the
salmon. The salmon forest ecologist Tom
Reimchen has called salmon our wildebeest,
the species on which almost everything else,
including the rich coastal First Nation
cultures, relies.
At one time, silver rivers of salmon flooded
the whole coast from California to Alaska, as
the fish returned from the ocean to the rivers
of their birth. Now the only remaining intact
large salmon watersheds on the planet, complete
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Spirit Bear
with their original complement of large predators, are found in Southeast
Alaska and the Great Bear Rainforest.
Large animals need large pieces of habitat. Like the Serengeti, the
Great Bear Rainforest is one of the only places on Earth where you can
observe them in the wild. Roaming the rivers are the wild dogs of our
Serengeti, stealthy, socially-savvy coastal wolves. Grizzlies descend like
lions from the mountains to gorge on salmon.
Grizzlies are almost as rare as African lions. With a world-wide population decline of 50 percent in the last hundred years, it is thought that
there are only about 100,000 to 150,000 grizzlies left on the planet.
An optimistic estimate of BC’s grizzlies is 15,000. Their strongholds
are the coast mountains and rivers. A recent scientific study indicates
that numbers may be lower than government reports and that the
provincial trophy hunt may be taking a greater toll on the species than
previously thought. The Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada considers them a “Species of Special Concern.”
Treading carefully among the grizzlies are black bears and their rare
colour form, the white Spirit Bear. In the few, small areas where
they are found, only about one in ten bears will be born “white.” It’s
a lucky day when you see one. On my most recent trip with a group
which included a 10-year-old and a 13-year-old brother and sister, we
watched a salmon river from a viewing platform for a couple of hours
and were just about to leave when (as my journal entry recounts):
There was a rustle and suddenly a bear emerged from the tangle of
salmonberries and waded into the stream. Liam and Hannah, who
had been entertaining themselves by teasing each other, stood absolutely
quiet (for the first time all week), their eyes wide, watching the bear.
It was not white, but a soft apricot colour. The Spirit Bear chased fish
this way and that, stopped to rub its rear end on a log for several
minutes, then ambled off downstream, completely unaware of us and
its own extraordinariness.
ENBRIDGE’S NORTHERN GATEWAY PROPOSAL would see over
200 tankers a year travelling through the heart of the Great Bear
Rainforest on a route that would take them from Kitimat, down the
narrow Douglas Channel, through two sequential turns of just under
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and just over 90 degrees, through rock-strewn Caamaño Sound, and
out to Hecate Strait, the fourth most dangerous body of water in the
world (according to federal documents).
Brian Falconer of Raincoast Conservation Foundation, spent several
months examining Enbridge’s risk analysis of the route. He knew from
years of navigating these waters that they would be challenging for
tankers. Some of the risk analysis supplied by Enbridge was misleading:
Calculations of numbers of miles of tanker voyages versus spill incidence were diluted with thousands of miles of travel through open
ocean and waters which were not relevant to the geography and conditions of our coast. Other parts presented an unrealistic picture of weather
and navigational hazards. In a brief survey of northern Europe and
Alaska, Falconer found that the longest period before a significant oil
spill occurred after a terminal was built was 18 years.
After initially stating that the government would not support the
Northern Gateway proposal, Premier Christy Clark has recently reached
a framework agreement with Alberta’s Premier Alison Redford to allow
oil to cross provincial boundaries to the coast.
Among other things, Premier Clark has said that her government’s
support will depend on assurance of a “world-class” oil spill response
capacity. Which begs the question, what is a “world-class oil spill
response?” Eighty percent of all winter sea conditions in Hecate Strait
exceeds the limits of spill response technology, as submitted by Enbridge
itself at the hearings. What Enbridge’s role will be is unclear—they are
not required to provide a detailed account of spill response until
after approval of their proposal has been granted.
A typical winter storm on our Central and Northern coasts sees winds
of 50 to 70 knots and waves over 10 metres high. Last winter, 26-metre
waves were recorded over a period of hours in Hecate Strait. Neither
the promised pilots nor tugs can help a drifting tanker in such conditions. Any response will simply be moving as quickly as possible to the
scene in order to watch helplessly as the oil spill occurs. In his research,
Falconer could not find an example of a winter storm oil spill that was
significantly mitigated by spill response.
The record also shows that the idea of “cleanup” is overly optimistic.
The effects of the Exxon Valdez spill in Prince William Sound, Alaska
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have been extensively studied. Sea otters are still dying of hypothermia—
foraging for shellfish, persistent oil is transferred to their insulating fur
when they groom. Scientists have also followed the killer whale populations of Southeast Alaska closely. There were high death rates in
the two groups of whales swimming through Prince William Sound at
the time of the spill. One pod lost 33 percent and another 41 percent
of their populations, including a number of young and breeding females.
As a result, the populations are having trouble bouncing back: one pod
still hasn’t reached its pre-spill numbers, while the other has dropped
so much that it is now listed as a “depleted stock.”
Twenty-four years after the Exxon disaster, in the words of the
council overseeing restoration efforts, oil persists in Prince William
Sound and, in some places, “is nearly as toxic as it was the first few
weeks after the spill.” At the rate it is breaking down and dispersing,
it states, “the remaining oil will take decades and possibly centuries
to disappear entirely.”
Judging from previous spills, because diluted bitumen sinks, it would
be even more difficult to clean up than Exxon’s crude.
An overlay of the extent of the Exxon spill, centred on the Northern
Gateway route, takes in the whole Great Bear Rainforest, both coasts
of Haida Gwaii and northern Vancouver Island (as far as Campbell
River on the east), and extends into southeast Alaska. Tide and wind
could carry oil up the inlets and into estuaries and tidal rivers.
With such overwhelming evidence of the likelihood of a spill, the
difficulty in cleaning it up, and its far-ranging damage to important
ecosystems, it is hard to imagine that our governments don’t understand the risk. One of the conditions of Clark’s agreement with Redford
includes negotiations with industry for a “fair share of the fiscal and
economic benefits” for the “risk borne by the province.” This may be
also a strategy to soften up BC voters, a majority of whom, in polls, do
not support the pipeline.
Politicians at all levels are indicating that they are willing to accept
that inevitable environmental cost to realize the profit of the tar sands.
In this equation, the Great Bear Rainforest’s main value is as a transportation corridor; its ecological and cultural values are not important.
The joint review panel’s report on the Northern Gateway project is
yet to be released. In his throne speech, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
stated that his government plans to follow its recommendations on
tanker traffic. This is almost certainly to be a reiteration of navigation safety and oil spill response capacity.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Harper continues to press hard for this
route. In late September he travelled to the province’s First Nations
communities to sell the Northern Gateway. Too bad he didn’t book a
few days for a Great Bear Safari. It was the perfect moment—the first
fall rains were swelling the rivers so that salmon filling the estuaries
could finally begin to move into the spawning grounds, where other
animals waited hungrily for the great feast to begin.
The Prime Minister might have had a life-changing experience.
Alison Watt studied biology at Simon Fraser University
and botany at the University of British Columbia. She
has worked as a seabird researcher and a naturalist
in parks across BC. Her first book, The Last Island–a
naturalist’s sojourn on Triangle Island, won the Edna
Staebler Award for Creative Non-fiction. She is
also a visual artist and one of the artists featured in the
book Art For An Oil-Free Coast published by Raincoast
Conservation Foundation last year.
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Art and decolonization
CHRIS CREIGHTON-KELLY

Indigenous artists are taking back land, culture and identity.

O

ne of the various fictions of Western culture is the notion that
a person can understand a work of art by privileging aesthetic
appreciation based on seeing only the formal qualities of a
piece. “This dark marking in the drawing is so severe.” Or, “It has an
amazing feel of solidity because she used such a heavy, bronze coating.”
Or, “Look how he uses red only in this corner of the painting.” Or....
This connoisseurship approach to art criticism has withered over
the last decades as artists of colour, women artists, LGBT artists and
many others have insisted on a larger socio-political frame in which to
understand their work. And by inference, any art work.
This frame is abundantly present when trying to understand the
complexity of Aboriginal art in contemporary society. Distinguished
UVic educator and writer Taiaiake Alfred put it this way, “For
Indigenous artists, the artistic is enmeshed with the personal, the
social and the political aspects of their lives. It is not possible to
separate these out.”

around us. It is impossible to live in Victoria and not notice extraordinary masks, house posts, baskets, paintings, needlepoint, etc. It is,
however, a limited appreciation.
As Coast Salish artist lessLIE explained, “Art in a commercial context
does not really serve our Coast Salish culture well. A commercial context
can be complacent. I want to perpetuate our art tradition with integrity.”
Marianne Nicolson is a Kwakwaka’wakw artist. She elaborated this
commercial context, saying, “For many years of colonization, our voices
were suppressed. I would walk past the tourist shops in Gastown and
see our masks that were stripped of meaning. These are real artworks
that come from real people with real histories. To see a painting and
to know that it connects to an origin story of our people—that is a way
of decolonizing ourselves.”
She continued, “When I was starting out, I had to create not just
images but to create images that would be a platform for my issues.
There is a political responsibility here.”

Left to right: Taiaiake Alfred, Marianne Nicolson, Tania Willard, lessLIE
Professor Alfred is a Mohawk, raised in the Kahnawake Mohawk
Territory, near Montréal. He was speaking in mid-November in a whitewalled gallery of the venerable Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, as the
moderator of “XENALEKEN: Art and Decolonization, a First Nations
Artist Forum” co-sponsored with the City of Victoria.
Professor Alfred continued, “These artists, very self-consciously, are
taking on the task of being themselves, of being Indigenous. They are
not entertainment for a colonialist mentality—they are challenging
both Aboriginal tradition and colonialism. Aboriginal artists are speaking
of the land, they are expressing both their culture and their identity in
community. They are taking back these three things—land, culture and
identity. Not asking for them, just simply taking them back.”
It is critical to understand this essential concept of land as referring
to more than just dirt under our feet. Taiaiake was speaking about a
cosmos of “land”—creatures, plants, water, humans, trees, rocks,
planets, stars—to name just a few elements. In Aboriginal worldviews,
“land” is in a continuous relationship: Land ~ Peoples ~ Languages
~ Cultural Practices ~ Art.
Of course this more complex understanding does not mean we cannot
appreciate the wonder of West Coast Aboriginal art just as it is displayed
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The third panelist, Tania Willard of the Secwepemc nation acknowledged, “It is true that Aboriginal art does serve community.” While she
cautioned “art by itself, is not enough to change the world,” she also
stated, “Thinking of decolonization, art has a way of exploding everything. Art has these sneaky back doors to discuss, to have conversations
that we cannot have elsewhere.”
It was powerful—all of them remembering, recounting, renewing
knowledge, based on their experiences as Indigenous artists. When
Professor Alfred asked a provocative question about work in public
spaces outside of the control of cultural institutions, lessLIE spoke
of one of his paintings that references Idle No More: “I wanted to
bring this movement into the gallery space. I think of this piece as a
kind of artist’s documentation. My work must be true to myself. Even
if it is on the market, I do not want to make art exclusively for the
market. I also want to explore the deconstruction of what we could
call Indian art.”
Tania Willard said, “Art work that is made in community can be fascinating, even moving. But it is also dangerous, because it involves risk,
because it can be uncomfortable. Art made outside the gallery has the
potential to push boundaries, to push the audience to think in new
December 2013 • FOCUS

“

MY WORK MUST BE TRUE TO MYSELF. Even if it is
on the market, I do not want to make art exclusively
for the market. I also want to explore the deconstruction of what we could call Indian art.”
—lessLIE
ways, to rupture what we already know. In this way, art has a way of
functioning that is unexpected.”
She went on to say, “When you do not have art access, you must
make access. You must take space, even unconventional space. We must
be careful when speaking of contemporary art versus traditional art.
Young Aboriginal artists do not think of their work that way. They
see their work on a continuum of time.”
Always traditional, always contemporary. Not opposites, not contradictory—but often fused together in the act of creation. Still, Taiaiake
remarks that, “The idea of an unbroken tradition is a myth. Obviously
traditions have been broken. Artists frequently have to find a teacher
to learn the traditional ways.”
Marianne Nicolson told a story about St Michael’s Residential School
in Alert Bay. Now in deteriorating condition, someone had painted
graffiti on its walls (Marianne evokes laughter by wishing it had been
her). She was moved by the “taking back” of this building in this way.
She stated, “Indigenous artists are community based. They are
making art which works against the ‘individual only’ notion of capitalism. Of course the individual is important, but so is the family, the
community, the nation.”
This way of understanding the world belies the idea that every object
has a price in exchange for money. I had interviewed Taiaiake a few days
before the panel. He spoke about how objects are exchanged in Indigenous
cultures: “Native people do not distinguish objects in this way—of only
having an exchange value. All things must be useful, they must have a
use value. But they will always have a symbolic value as well—a traditional, spiritual value. In an Indigenous context there has to be both.”
Towards the end of the forum, a woman stood up to ask a thoughtful
question: “I was just wondering—where does capitalism fit into all
of this?” The sold out crowd laughed spontaneously. Not at her, nor
with her. But rather at the apt enormity of her inquiry.
Marianne wasn’t laughing. She responded slowly at first, her voice
deep, even a bit hesitant: “Well, I question it. I find it highly problematic. There is a spiritual deadness there; capitalism is detrimental
to our spirits, our communities.”
Then, seeing more clearly what she wanted to say, she adds, “I so
much appreciate Indigenous peoples around the world. They keep
saying that the land is so essential to our spirits, to all of our spirits.”
Her voice rose. Folks sat more upright in their chairs. A collective energy
hovered above. Marianne concluded, “It seems that this is simply not
important to corporations. Or to our governments.”
The audience clapped loudly. Taiaiake smiled and announced a perfect
place to close the panel.
It was. But I could not help thinking that it was also a perfect place
to begin another one.
Chris Creighton-Kelly is a Canadian artist and writer
who lives in the Victoria area. Along with France
Trépanier, he is the co-author of Understanding
Aboriginal Arts in Canada Today.
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visual arts
Continuing to December 2
DIFFERENCE & REPETITION
Slide Room Gallery
Works that respond to Gerhard Richter’s Abstract
Painting 587-5 (1985). Curated by Efren Quiroz.
Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm. Vancouver Island School of Art,
2549 Quadra St, www.slideroomgallery.com.
Continuing to December 7
DOUGLAS MORTON
Winchester Modern
Five newly-released paintings from the Estate. Also,
Ann Kipling: 10 Recent Drawings. 758 Humboldt St,
250-386-2773, www.winchestergalleriesltd.com.
Continuing to December 8
FROM INDIA TO ITALY
Bubby’s Kitchen
Photographs by cousins Martha and Jannaca Chick
show disparate locations harmonizing through colour
and composition. 355 Cook St, 250-590-8915,
www.bubbyskitchen.ca.
Continuing to December 8
NURTURING THE CREATIVE SPIRIT
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
18 artworks from the Sisters of St Ann show their
legacy as artists and educators. 1040 Moss St, 250384-4171, www.aggv.ca.
Continuing to December 14
THE BASEMENT PANORAMAS
Open Space
Sandra Meigs’ large scale paintings and installation
relates personal narrative to often-overlooked spaces.
510 Fort St, 250-383-8833, www.openspace.ca.
Continuing to December 15
SMALL TREASURES 6
Coast Collective Gallery
An annual show of works at smaller price-points
appropriate for gifting. Works by about 50 artists,
including Lisa Riehl, Tony Bounsall, Chiarina Loggia,
and Sharlene Stushnov-Lee. Meet the artists
reception Nov 30, 2-4pm. 3221 Heatherbell Rd, 250392-5522, www.coastcollective.ca.
Continuing to December 24
WISH LIST
Polychrome Fine Arts
A group exhibition of paintings, photography, sculpture, and drawing, including works by Ken Banner, Bill
Blair, Jordy Buckles, Lissa Calvert, Charles Campbell,
Adam Curry, Caite Dheere, Donna Eichel, Roy Green,
Cody Haight, Stephen Heal, Tyler Hodgins, Pj Kelly, J
Mclaughlin, Lance Austin Olsen, Mary Patterson, Ingrid
Mary Percy, Robert Randall, Mark Schmiedl, Kate Scoones,
Shawn Shepherd. 977-A Fort St, 250-382-2787,
www.polychromefinearts.com.
Continuing to December 24
GALLERY TREASURES
Red Art Gallery
Part of the Annual Oak Bay Avenue Art Walk, Dec 5
& 6. Open until 8pm, Thurs and Fri during Dec. 2033
Oak Bay Ave. 250-881-0462, www.redartgallery.ca.
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“Wave To Me” by Karl Doruyter, 36 x 60 inches, acrylic on canvas. Doruyter’s work can be
Continuing to December 24
DECK THE WALLS
Madrona Gallery
Opening reception at the Annual Victoria Gallery
Walk Nov. 28, 3-8pm. This annual group exhibition
features new works by gallery artists including Karel
Doruyter, whose work is shown on this page. Doruyter
finds joy in painting the serenity of being alone in nature.
606 View St. 250-380-4660, www.madronagallery.com.
Continuing to December 31
THE AKEDAH PROJECT
Congregation Emanu-El Synagogue
10 artists present their interpretations of the Bible
story of Isaac in painting, poetry, sculpture, mixed media
and song. Includes a retrospective of the past eight
years’ projects, with work by Phyllis Serota, Janis Diner
Brinley, and others. Chapbooks and many other works
of art for sale. 1461 Blanshard St.
Continuing to December 31
CHINESE BRUSH PAINTERS
Goward House
The Studio of Harmonious Endeavours comprises a
dozen artists working at various levels. This is their
annual group exhibition. Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm. 2495
Arbutus Rd, 250-477-4401, www.gowardhouse.com.

Continuing to December 31
SUZANNE HERON
She Said Gallery
Heron uses art to document and share local places
that have special meaning for people as part of her
mission to build community. 2000 Fernwood Ave, 250361-3372, www.shesaidgallery.ca.
Continuing to January 3
CHRISTMAS SMALL WORKS
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
Annual Christmas show and sale of small works.1040
Moss St, 250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.
Continuing to January 4
SMALL WORKS
Eclectic Gallery
A diverse selection of artwork by 20 local artists, all
priced under $500. Oak Bay Gallery Walk Dec 5, 6-8pm.
2170 Oak Bay Ave, 250-590-8095, www.eclecticgallery.ca.
Continuing to January 5
PART OF MY PAST: OBJECTS AS IDENTITY
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
Drawn from over 30 Victoria homes and collections, a wide variety of artifacts create an exhibition
that is equal parts object and story. 1040 Moss St,
250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.
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Continuing to April 6
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
Royal BC Museum
Presented for a third year with all new photographs,
this visually striking exhibition from the Natural History
Museum, London, showcases the world’s best wildlife
and nature images. Admission $16/ $10.15 sen/stu/youth;
5 and under free. 675 Bellville St, 250-356-7226,
www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca.
November 29-December 1
CLAYWORKS
Fairfield Community Centre
New functional, decorative and sculptural work
by Sandra Dolph, Debbie Elkins, Ester Galac, Meira
Mathison, Beth McMillin, Tony Mochizuki, Belle Leon,
Jaime Willms. Open 10am-4pm. Garry Oak Room. Free.
1335 Thurlow Rd, 250-658-4523.
November 30 & December 1
OAK BAY ARTISTS’
CHRISTMAS STUDIO TOUR
Various locations
Meet 31 of Oak Bay’s established and emerging
artists in their home studios and find beautiful and
unique seasonal gifts. Noon -4:30pm, tour map online:
www.oakbay.ca/parks-recreation/events/calendar.
December 1-22
COLLECTOR’S CHOICE
Winchester Galleries (Humboldt)
Includes works by Blackwood, Plaskett, Riopelle,
Letendre, Tousignant, Hartman, McEwen, Klunder,
Perehudoff and the Limners. 796 Humboldt St, 250382-7750, www.winchestergalleriesltd.com.

seen at Madrona Gallery’s “Deck the Walls”annual group exhibition. Runs Nov 28-Dec 24.
Continuing to January 5
WREATH-CYCLED COLLECTION
Robert Bateman Centre
Wreaths made from non-perishable, upcycled materials created by Robert Bateman, emerging artists,
corporate partners, and the creative public will be
displayed in public areas throughout the Centre on
Belleville St. 250-940-3630, www.batemancentre.org.
Continuing to January 12
URBAN THUNDERBIRDS /
RAVENS IN A MATERIAL WORLD
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
Rande Cook, lessLIE, Francis Dick and Dylan Thomas
explore contemporary concepts while connecting to
traditions of Coast Salish and Kwakwaka’wakw culture.
1040 Moss St, 250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.
Continuing to January 12
PARADOX
Legacy Art Gallery
Paradox presents new/recent work by the current
permanent teaching faculty in UVic’s Department of
Visual Arts. Daniel Laskarin, Sandra Meigs, Robert
Youds, Vikky Alexander, Lynda Gammon, Jennifer
Stillwell, and Paul Walde are mid-career and senior
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artists with national and international careers. All pieces
relate to the theme of the paradox, implicit in our physical and psychic experience of art. This is the first time
the faculty have had a group exhibition in nearly 40
years. 630 Yates St, 250-721-6562, www.uvac.uvic.ca.
Continuing to February 17
DIANA DURRAND & DEBRA SHEFFIELD
Gallery at the Mac
Sheffield presents Contemporary Muse Art, works
in graphite, Photoshop and photography. In Durrand’s
Sofa Sitters of Victoria, portraits of dogs add dignity to
abandoned curbside sofas. Open during performances
or by appt at 250-361-0800, www.rmts.bc.ca,
www.dianadurrand.com, www.artdebra.com.
Continuing to February 23
HAROLD MORTIMER-LAMB
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
The Mortimer-Lambs’ estate arrived at the Gallery
in 1978; since then, Robert Amos has been researching
his recently published Harold Mortimer-Lamb: The
Art Lover. Guest curated by Amos, the exhibition
features Mortimer-Lamb’s photographs and paintings
and works by the many artists in his life. 1040 Moss St,
250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.

December 1-31
HILDA TUTTON COLLECTION
Alcheringa Gallery
Fondly remembered as Curator Emeritus at Alcheringa
Gallery, Hilda Tutton accompanied Director Elaine Monds
on several field trips to the Sepik River in Papua New
Guinea from 1988-1999. To honour Hilda's life Alcheringa
is exhibiting her collection. Proceeds from pieces sold
will be donated to the Dan Lepsoe Chisel Fund. See
page 38 for another Alcheringa exhibit. 665 Fort St,
250-383-8224, www.alcheringa-gallery.com.
December 2-21
THE DECEMBER SHOW
Dales Gallery
Caitlin Ambery (see story page 44), Helene Cyr,
Jeanne Edwards, Stephanie Harding, Jill Hirschbold,
Ken Horn, Bob McPartlin, Denise Nicholls, Corrine
Osborn, Gary Pearson, Curtis Pelletier, and Ron Wilson.
537 Fisgard St, 250-383-1552, www.dalesgallery.ca.
December 5-17
FIRE AND LIGHT: STUDIO ARTISTS
The Arts Centre at Cedar Hill
This first annual exhibit features established and
emerging visual and ceramic artists who work within
the Arts Centre’s shared studios. Opening reception
Dec 5, 7-9pm. 3220 Cedar Hill Rd, 250-475-5557,
www.cedarhillarts.ca.
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December 3-18
JEFF MOLLOY: A SIMPLE LIFE
Winchester Gallery
Multimedia works using encaustic (beeswax and
pigment), scent, texture, depth and emotion. Opening
reception Dec 5, 6-8pm, coinciding with Oak Bay Gallery
Walk; artist in attendance. 2260 Oak Bay Ave, 250595-2777, www.winchestergalleriesltd.com.
December 5
THIS ART SHOW STOPS PIPELINES
Oddfellows Hall
Benefit auction and sale for Forest Action Network.
Gifted local artists, handmade crafts, holiday gifts,
festive baked goods and refreshments by donation.
Proceeds support the ongoing indigenous blockade of
tar sands and fracking pipelines in northern BC. All
ages, free admission. 7-11 pm at 1315 Douglas St,
www.wildcoast.ca/art.
December 6-8
ABSTRACT 10
Bill Porteous Studio Gallery
Marjorie Allen, Lorraine Thorarinson Betts, Victoria
Clarke, Maggie Cole, Linda Dixon, Jane Laing, Lynda
McKewan, Mette Pedersen, Matt Pollard and Joan
Shoults. Curated by Bill Porteous. Opening reception
Dec 6, 7-10pm, open Dec 7 & 8, 1-6pm. 2960A Jutland
Rd, 250-893-0606.

December 14
OPEN HOUSE
Van Island School of Art
An exhibition of student work from the fall semester.
Readings from short fiction with instructor Buffy Cram.
Food and refreshments. 12-4pm. 2549 Quadra St,
www.vancouverislandschoolart.com.
December 12-January 18
CHARLES GAGNON
& JEANNE CANNIZZO
Winchester Modern
Gagnon: Estate Works; Cannizzo: Three Recent
Series. Opening reception Dec 12, 2-4pm. Cannizzo in
attendance. 758 Humboldt St, 250-386-2773,
www.winchestergalleriesltd.com.
December 19-20
INDIGENOUS YOUTH ARTIST SHOWCASE
POP-UP SHOP
Open Space
From October to December, youth participants work
with Indigenous artist mentors, elders, and senior artists
on their artistic vision, practice, and career path. The
pop-up shop will present arts, crafts, and interactive
projects created by the youth in the program along with
some invited guests. 510 Fort St, 250-383-8833,
www.openspace.ca.
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December 6-15
WINTER SALON
XChanges Gallery
Xchanges members showcase recent paintings,
drawings, sculpture, original prints, comix, and more.
Annual open house Dec 7, 12-4pm. Open Sat & Sun,
12-4pm. 2333 Government St, Ste 6E, 250-382-0442,
www.xchangesgallery.org.

Doug Crockett as Daddy Warbucks and Mariah McDonald as Annie
December 6-8, 12-15
ANNIE
McPherson Playhouse
AFTER ALMOST 70 YEARS, the Victoria
Operatic Society is firmly entrenched in
this city’s cultural landscape, and membership has become a generational thing for some
families. This is definitely true for Tara Britt,
the director/choreographer of the VOS production of Annie , a musical which is based,
ultimately, on the Little Orphan Annie comic
strip that dates back to 1924.
“My parents,” explains Britt, “were heavily
involved in theatre through the VOS long
before I was born, so I sort of grew up with
it.” She carried on the family tradition, starting
dancing lessons at three years of age, even

appearing at 16 as a little rabbit opposite a
grown up Pam Miller’s witch in the Four
Season’s production of The Witch and the
Rabbit King.
Britt went on to theatre school, and a
successful international acting/dancing career.
Giving in to homesickness, she returned to
Victoria and the VOS, and is now directing
Miller, who plays the role of Miss Hannigan
in this production. Britt relishes working with
her former mentor again, “She’s such a great,
giving actor. She just takes everything and
runs with it. She’s so funny!”
Though the VOS pegs itself as “amateur”
theatre, its productions are professional quality
and actually feature some career actors, or
others who have professional training. Many
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actors choose to retire in Victoria, and then
participate in the VOS “to keep up their
chops.” Doug Crockett, for instance, who
plays Daddy Warbucks in this production,
spent years acting in live theatre in California.
But Britt happily concedes that California’s
loss is truly Victoria’s gain with Crockett.
“We definitely like Doug,” she says, “He’s
such a lovely man. He’s working so very hard.
He’s renewing his tap skills, and I’m making
him dance all over the place!”
Britt chose to keep this production close
to the Tony-award-winning Broadway original, set in 1930’s New York, with Annie
determined to find parents who abandoned
her years ago on the steps of an orphanage
run by the cruel, embittered Miss Hannigan.
With the help of other orphans, Annie escapes
to the wondrous and magical world of NYC.
In adventure after fun-filled adventure, Annie
foils Miss Hannigan’s evil machinations and
befriends President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
(played by John Roebuck). She finds a new
home and family in billionaire Oliver
Warbucks, his personal secretary Grace Farrell
(played by Keeley Teuber), and a lovable
mutt named Sandy (played by two dogs,
Roxy and Tieka).
As in the Broadway play, Britt has elected
to feature only six orphans plus Annie. Twelveyear-old Mariah McDonald leads the precocious
bunch as Annie. McDonald has already
appeared in many other musicals for both
the VOS and Four Seasons.
The musical’s songs “Tomorrow” and
“Hard-Knock Life” are among its most popular
musical numbers. Rob Cooper is the VOS’s
music director for Annie.
Britt is employing real dogs to play Annie’s
dog, Sandy. “You have to have a different
level of patience when you’re dealing with
dogs…I’m a glutton for punishment!” she
admits. Both dogs, however, are eager and
adorable. Working hard on a scene where
Annie hunts for food in a garbage can, actually bringing out tasty treats for the dogs,
Britt points out that, “now we have the
dogs hanging around the ‘magic garbage
can’…wondering ‘where are the treats?’”
Annie is fun family-friendly holiday entertainment, and Britt invites audiences to
expect “lots of kids, a dog, mayhem, and
true tap dancing!”

For times and ticket information, go to
www.rmts.bc.ca or call 250-386-6121. Also
see www.vos.bc.ca.
—Lisa Szeker-Madden
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

Barenaked Ladies

with special guest
Ladies of the Canyon

January 15, 7:30pm
Bruce McCulloch

Legendary Kid in the Hall in
“Young Drunk Punk”

January 24, 8pm
Nana Mouskouri

celebrating her
Happy Birthday Tour

March 30, 8pm
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
tickets.uvic.ca • 250.721.8480
Pottery
Counter Composters

Celebrating Local Artists

Much better
than plastic

NOW OFFERING CLASSES
in Precious Metal Clay, Beading
Wire Wrapping and Viking Knit
local art, giftware, jewelry
& jewelry making supplies

Earth & Fire Pottery Studio
1820 Government Street
250-380-7227
www.earthandfirepotterystudio.ca

Through November & December
Digitally-painted art by Suzanne Heron
2000 Fernwood Road

250.361.3372 • www.shesaidgallery.ca
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music
December 4, 6, 11, 18
ADVENT CONCERTS
St Mary the Virgin Church
Dec 4: String Students of the Lafayette
Quartet, UVic; Dec 11: Junior Pianists
from Victoria Conservatory of Music; Dec
18: Brad Prevedoros, guitar. Bring your
lunch; tea and coffee provided. 12:1012:50pm, 1701 Elgin Rd. Admission by
donation to benefit Alzheimer Society of
BC. Also Dec 6, 7:30 pm, concert with
string students of the Lafayette Quartette.
www.stmarysoakbay.bc.anglican.ca,
250-598-2212.
December 1
NEWCOMBE SINGERS
St Mary the Virgin Church
Features Antonin Dvorak’s Te Deum;
also includes works by Irving Glick, Heinrich
Schutz, Sammy Fain, and others. 2pm,
$15 at Long & McQuade and door, 1701
Elgin Rd, www.newcombesingers.com.
December 1
PHILOMELA WOMEN’S CHOIR
St Aidan’s United Church
Susan Young, conductor. Reception
and sale following concert. 2:30pm, 3703
St Aidan’s St. $15 door/ $12 advance at
UVic Ticket Centre, 250-721-8480,
www.tickets.uvic.ca.
December 2
VIC CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Christ Church Cathedral
Beautiful holiday music from over 60
of our city's most talented young singers.
7pm, $20/ $18, at Ivy’s, Larsen Music,
Long & McQuade, CCC office, door, 250721-0856. 8 & under free. Quadra at
Rockland, www.victoriachildrenschoir.ca.
December 7
JOHN REISCHMAN
& THE JAYBIRDS
Cordova Bay United Church
Wonderful harmonies and great instrumental work from one of the world’s
finest bluegrass bands. $5 of every ticket
donated to Our Place Society. 8pm, 813
Claremont Ave. Tickets $25, 250-5906291, ticketrocket.org.
December 7
SKY’S THE LIMIT
Hermann’s Jazz Club
This Pacific Training Centre for the
Blind fundraiser includes a silent auction
and raffle. Blind and sighted performers,
including pianist Sky Mundell, Marcelina
Stanton, Kya Fraser, Karl-Erik Sonvisen,
Kristin Birley and Stephanie Landucci.
1-5pm, 753 View St. Tickets $12 door,
$10 advance at www.skysthelimit2013eorgf.eventbrite.ca.
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Winter Harp, December 13 at Alix Goolden Hall
December 7, 8
TUBA CHRISTMAS
Market Square / UVic
70 tubas and euphoniums playing
Christmas favourites. Conducted by Eugene
Dowling. Dec 7: 1-3pm, 560 Johnson
St. Donations accepted for the TimesColonist Christmas Fund. Dec 8: Tuba
Christmas Reprise, 2:30pm, Phillip T.
Young Hall, UVic. By donation benefits
local tuba and euphonium projects.
December 7-31
AFTERNOON MUSIC
Craigdarroch Castle
Performances on weekends starting
Dec 7, then daily through the month
beginning Dec 21. 2:30pm, 1050 Joan
Cres. Included with admission. 250-5925323, thecastle.ca.
December 8
JINGLE BELL TEA & CONCERTS
Langford Legion
City of Gardens Chorus hosts afternoon tea, gift basket raffles & spirited
performances of Christmas harmonies
from around the world. Sittings at 1pm
& 3:30pm, 761 Station Ave. $20 Adults/
$15 under 12/60+. Order tickets from
cogardens@gmail.com.
December 8
FAMILY CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Church of St John the Divine
Drop your socks, scarves, and toques
at the door–and feel even warmer than
before. Traditional and novelty Christmas

songs by the Victoria Children’s Apprentice
Choir, carol sing-a-longs for all to join in,
performances by special guests The Open
Door Choir @ Our Place, directed by
Louise Rose, and Gizmo the Elf with his
wacky North Pole stories. 3pm, 1161
Quadra St. Admission by donation of
socks, scarves, toques, cash/cheques,
supporting Our Place Society. www.victoriachildrenschoir.ca.
December 10
THE GIFT OF SONG
St Aidan’s United Church
Performance by Crystal Singers, a 42voice women’s choir. Portion of proceeds
benefit Santas Anonymous. 7:30pm,
3703 St Aidan’s St. $15, 10 & under free.
250-479-2257 or kinnick4021@shaw.ca,
www.crystalsingers.ca.

December 13
WINTER HARP
Alix Goolden Hall
Winter Harp has become famous for
its soul-stirring renditions of carols and
its unique combination of harps, flutes,
medieval instruments, percussion, poetry
and song. More than a concert, Winter
Harp is a sensory experience renowned
for awe-inspiring performances, sold-out
houses, standing ovations and rave
reviews. 7:30pm, 907 Pandora Ave.
Tickets $35 at various locations; see
www.winterharp.com.

December 13
ARION MALE VOICE CHOIR
First Church of Christ, Scientist
An evening of traditional, modern and
sacred songs. 7:30pm, 1205 Pandora
Ave. Tickets $20 door or $15 advance at
250-472-8914, www.arionchoir.ca.

December 13
“IN THE SPIRIT”
SOUL GOSPEL CHOIR CONCERT
First Metropolitan UC
With director Checo Tohomaso, former
band member with Marvin Gaye, Lionel
Ritchie, and the Commodores; classic
seasonal and gospel songs. 7:30pm, 932
Balmoral Rd. $15/ 10 and under free.
Tickets at Christian Books & Music,
Full Circle Studio Arts, Ivy’s Bookshop,
Munro’s Books, Newport Realty, Seed
of Life, Simple Remedies. 250-3886687, www.victoriasoulgospel.ca.

December 13
DAVID ROVICS
Norway House
An internationally renowned independent singer, songwriter and
activist. Doors 7pm, show 8 pm,
1110 Hillside Ave. Tickets at Lyle’s
and Ditch Records, $10 unwaged/
$15 waged, $20 door if available,
www.SocialEnvironmentalAlliance.org.

December 13, 14, 15
SENTIMENTAL CHRISTMAS
Royal Theatre
Conductor Brian Jackson and students
of the Canadian College of Performing
Arts present Christmas music from
Hollywood and Broadway musicals. Dec
13, 14: 8pm; Dec 15: 2pm, 805 Broughton
St. Tickets from $35, 250-386-6121,
www.rmts.bc.ca.
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music
December 14
DIEMAHLER: HOLIDAY POPS
ST Mary the Virgin Church
The DieMahler String Quartet, consisting
of virtuoso violinist Pablo Diemecke, Larry
Skaggs, Martine denBok, and Elizabeth
Massi performs. 2:30pm, 1701 Elgin Rd.
Tickets $25, senior discount, 250-3866121, www.rmts.bc.ca.
December 14
CHRISTMAS IN LEIPZIG
Alix Goolden Hall
Victoria Baroque Players and
Friends–Nancy Argenta, Benjamin
Butterfield, Vox Humana Chamber Choir,
and more–presented by the Early Music
Society of the Islands. 8pm, 907 Pandora
Ave. Tickets $32/ $30 stu/sen/ $26
members, 250-386-6121, rmts.bc.ca.
December 14, 20
CLASSY, BRASSY CHRISTMAS
Two venues
The Pinnacle Brass Quintet performs
a mix of traditional and popular Christmas
tunes. Tickets $20 at door, advance at
Winspear Centre, Church of St John the
Divine, Ivy’s Book Shop. Net proceeds
from both concerts go to the Times Colonist
Christmas Fund. Dec 14: 2pm, Mary
Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Ave,
Sidney; Dec 20: 7:30pm, Church of St
John the Divine, 1161 Quadra St.
December 15
ENSEMBLE LAUDE
First Church of Christ, Scientist
Two short concerts. “Celebration”
(2pm) explores choral art from many
cultures and eras. “Contemplation” (4pm)
is a restful, reflective concert. Repertoire
includes Usberg's Muusika, works by
Canadian composers Nicholas Fairbank
and Stephen Chatman, and several
medieval polyphonies. Between concerts:
refreshments, performances, a raffle,
treats for the children, and more. 1205
Pandora Ave. By donation; $15 per concert
suggested, www.ensemblelaude.org.
December 16, 17, 18
NADEN BAND
CONCERT & TOY DRIVE
Royal Theatre
The Naden Band of the Royal Canadian
Navy presents its 35th annual Christmas
concert series benefitting the Salvation
Army Toy Drive. The musical program will
include original works and holiday favourites
for the entire family. 7:30pm, 805
Broughton St. Tickets $10 plus an
unwrapped toy, 250-386-6121,
www.rmts.bc.ca.
December 19
THE HURON CAROLE
Royal Theatre
The annual Huron Carole concert series
returns to help raise funds and awarewww.focusonline.ca • December 2013

SPECIAL EVENT
Saturday 14 DECEMBER 2013

ness for Canada’s hungry. Including performances by George Canyon, One More
Girl, Beverley Mahood and Shannon Gaye.
7:30pm, 805 Broughton St. Tickets $52,
250-386-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca.
December 20, 22
HANDEL’S MESSIAH
Farquhar Auditorium, UVic
Conducted by Giuseppe Pietraroia,
the Victoria Symphony’s annual presentation features the 120-voice Victoria
Choral Society and guest soloists including
Isaiah Bell, Allison Angelo, Megan Latham,
and Aaron Durand. Dec 20: 8pm; Dec
22: 2:30pm. Tickets from $35, 250-7218480, www.tickets.uvic.ca.
December 21
CELTIC CHRISTMAS
WITH NATALIE MCMASTER
Royal Theatre
One of Canada’s most exhilarating
artists, Cape Breton fiddler Natalie
MacMaster returns with medleys, jigs
and holiday favourites. 8pm, 805
Broughton St. Tickets from $35, 250386-6121, rmts.bc.ca.
December 21
BACH AT CHRISTMAS
Church of St John the Divine
The Victoria Bach Ensemble performs
Chorale from Cantata 140, Concerto in
A Major, Double Concerto in D Minor,
Trio Sonata in A Minor for violin, viola,
and Continuo Cantata 51. 7:30pm, 1161
Quadra St. Tickets $15/ $10 student/sen,
at door.

Alix Goolden Hall 8pm

Nancy Argenta soprano
Benjamin Butterﬁeld
tenor

Sumner Thompson bass
Jeanne Lamon
violin, direction
BAROQUE, RENAISSANCE,
EARLY CLASSICAL AND
MEDIEVAL CONCERTS
PERFORMED BY LEADING
INTERNATIONAL
ENSEMBLES

Victoria Baroque Players,
Vox Humana
Chamber Choir
TORONTO • VICTORIA

Christmas in Bach’s Leipzig
Saturday 1 FEBRUARY 2014
Alix Goolden Hall 8pm

Profeti della Quinta
ISRAEL

Il Mantovano Hebreo:
Italian madrigals and Hebrew
prayers by Salomone Rossi
TICKETS Box Ofﬁce 250-386-6121, Munro’s Books,
Ivy’s Bookshop, and Long and McQuade INFO 250-882-5058
www.earlymusicsocietyoftheislands.ca

December 21, 22
VIC PHILHARMONIC CHOIR
SINGALONG & HOLIDAY TEA
Two venues
Dec 21: Annual family sing-along led
by Peter Butterfield with Vancouver
organist Michael Molnar. Doors
6:30pm for 7pm concert, St Mary’s Church,
1701 Elgin Rd. Tickets $20/ $10 stu/ 12&
under free, at Ivy’s Books, La Tavola
Kitchenware, The Shieling, Long &
McQuade, Tanner’s Books, door, vpchoir.ca.
Dec 22: Holiday Tea. Treats and singalong with Butterfield and members of
VPC; Julian Greenwood at piano.
Reservations required, 250-598-4556.
2pm, David Foster Foundation Theatre,
Oak Bay Beach Hotel, 1175 Beach Dr.
Sunday Nights in December
FOLK MUSIC CONCERTS
Norway House
Dec 1: Melanie Dekker; Dec 8: Born
in Cities; Dec 15: Deborah Holland;
Dec 22: TBA; Dec. 29: Seasonal dance
and potluck with Rig-a-Jig. $5, doors
and sign-up for Open Stage at 7pm,
1110 Hillside Ave, 250-475-1355,
www.victoriafolkmusic.ca.
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“DEER STALKERS HEADDRESS” REBECCA JEWELL

3November 28-December 31
A CHRISTMAS EXHIBITION: BIRDS OF A FEATHER
Alcheringa Gallery
Alcheringa’s Christmas exhibition introduces the work of British artist Rebecca
Jewell. A highly-skilled printmaker, she makes etchings of significant images and
artefacts, printing them onto such diverse and unlikely media as bird feathers and
luggage-labels (as used by museums for classification), and mounting them in combinations suggestive of pieces found in museums. Also bird sculptures by Master
Carvers of Papua New Guinea, Aboriginal Australian artists’ serigraph prints, and
birds in graphic form by Northwest Coast artists lessLIE, Chris Paul and Dylan Thomas.
665 Fort St, 250-383-8224, www.alcheringa-gallery.com.
“NANOOSE SPRING” LINDA SKALENDA, 8 X 10 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

Continuing to January 4
SMALL WORKS SHOW
Eclectic Gallery
Small Works with big impact are showcased through December at Eclectic. Twentyeight local artists offer an array of original artwork, including pieces by Linda Skalenda,
Desiree Bond, Peter Dowgailenko, Jonathan Gleed, and Phillipa Hudson. The range
of subject matter, diverse styles and techniques provide an exciting mix of contemporary art made by artists living right here in Victoria. Eclectic Gallery is one of half
a dozen venues hosting Art on the Avenue–Oak Bay Gallery Walk, Thurs, Dec 5, 68pm. 2170 Oak Bay Ave, 250-590-8095, www.eclecticgallery.ca.
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“FRACTURED TERRAIN” KAREN KUNC

November 22-March 14
ART OF THE BOOK 2013
Legacy Maltwood at the McPherson Library, UVic
Art of the Book 2013 both embodies and defies the traditional definition of
what a book can be. The content ranges from calligraphy to blackout poetry, while
the books take on imaginative forms such as luggage-style tags or DNA’s double
helix. Drawing from ancient techniques, the artists have represented a full history
of book making, including the modern e-book. Organized by the Canadian
Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild, this 30th anniversary juried exhibit features
award-winning work from some of the best makers in North America. See
www.uvac.uvic.ca or 250-721-6562.
“JACK PINE BULKLY RIVER” NICHOLAS BOTT, 8 X 10 INCHES, OIL ON BOARD.

November 28-December 24
DECK THE WALLS
Madrona Gallery
This annual group exhibition features new works by gallery artists including
Nicholas Bott, Karel Doruyter, Meghan Hildebrand, Nancy Ruhl, John Lennard, Corrinne
Wolcoski, Patricia Hindmarch-Watson and many more. This diverse collection is
centred on where each artist finds his or her joy in painting. Also offered in this exhibition are a selection of Inuit carvings and drawings as well as important historical
Canadian art. Opening reception at the Annual Victoria Gallery Walk Nov. 28 3-8pm.
606 View St. 250-380-4660, www.madronagallery.com.
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Winter
Collection

December 1 - 30, 2013

Our artists have created a winter collection
to delight you or that someone special

Gallery Hours: Mon - Fri 10 - 5:30 Sat 10 - 5 Sun 11-4

Carol Evans

1203 Broad Street • 250-388-0009
www.westendgalleryltd.com

2506 Beacon Ave, Sidney
250.655.1282 www.pengal.com
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“Standing Driftwood at Tribune Bay” (detail) by Carol Evans, 28.5 x 18.5 inches, watercolour

“The Interview” (detail), by Peter Wyse, 16 x 16 inches, acrylic on birch panel

“Sanctuaire #59” (detail) by Ariane Dubois, 20 x 20 inches, mixed media on board

“Beach Drive Sunset” 24 x 36 inches, oil on canvas

“Celebrate Diversity” (detail), by Grant Leier, 18 x 18 inches, acrylic on canvas

“By Gone Days” (detail) by Rod Charlesworth,12 x 12 inches, oil on canvas

WEST END GALLERY

Ron Parker

Around Our Shores

www.theavenuegallery.com

2184 OAK BAY AVENUE VICTORIA
250-598-2184
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theatre
December 13-29
KING ARTHUR & THE KNIGHTS
OF THE ROUND-ISH TABLE
Two venues
This year’s Christmas pantomime by
the Peninsula Players contains all you
expect from a family panto: humour,
music, dancing–and audience participation. These popular shows can sell out;
early booking recommended. Dec 13,
14 at 7:30pm & 15 at 2pm at The Berwick
Royal Oak Theatre, 4680 Elk Lake Dr; Dec
20, 21, 27 at 7:30pm & 22, 28, 29 at
2pm at Mary Winspear Ctr, Sidney, 2243
Beacon Ave. Tickets for Berwick $18/$15,
Winspear $20/$16, available at doors,
Dig This Royal Oak (Berwick only) or at
www.peninsulaplayers.bc.ca.

December 1
MERRY & BRIGHT
The Atrium
This annual fundraiser for Intrepid
Theatre Society includes live and silent
auctions, complimentary tastings, cocktail catering from Zambri’s, cash bar, and
strolling Fringe performers. Supports
Intrepid Theatre programming and festivals. 6pm, 800 Yates St. Tickets $40,
250-590-6291, www.ticketrocket.org.

PHOTO: DAVID COOPER

Continuing to December 1
TRUE WEST
Roxy Theatre
Sam Shepard’s searing black comedy
explores the resentment of sibling estrangement and reveals how perceived differences
are not all that they seem. Coarse language.
First performance by Blue Bridge at the
Roxy Theatre. 2657 Quadra St. Tickets at
250-590-6291 or www.ticketrocket.org;
info: www.bluebridgetheatre.ca.

readings & presentations

Peter Anderson (Romeo) and Clare Coulter (Juliet) in “A Tender Thing”
Continuing to December 8
A TENDER THING
The Belfry Theatre
Re-imagining the text of Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, British playwright Ben
Power has remixed the greatest love story
ever told. The premise is simple: Rather
than taking their own lives as in the original, our young lovers have grown old
together. Now, as their lifetime of love
and marriage comes to a close, they must
contemplate being alone. Shakespeare’s
timeless poetry creates a new deeply
romantic and powerful play in a strikingly different love story. North American
premier. 250-385-6815, www.belfry.ca.
Continuing to December 14
COLLECTED WORKS
OF BILLY THE KID
Theatre Inconnu
The most notorious and mythical ghost
from the American Midwest frontier is
brought to life by Canadian writer Michael
Ondaatje. A Canadian premiere of the
Quantum Theatre adaptation developed
in collaboration with Mr Ondaatje. Directed
by Clayton Jevne; performed by Cam
Culham, James Roney, Melissa Blank.1923
Fernwood Rd (across from Belfry), $14/$10,
www.ticketrocket.org, 250-590-6291 or
250-360-0234, www.theatreinconnu.com.
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December 6-8 & 12-15
ANNIE
McPherson Playhouse
Victoria Operatic Society presents the
musical story of little orphan Annie, who
charms everyone's hearts with equal
measures of pluck and positivity, despite
a next-to-nothing start in 1930s New York
City. A family-friendly musical. Shows at
8pm except Dec 8 & 15: 2pm. 3 Centennial
Sq. Tickets start at $21, 250-386-6121,
www.rmts.bc.ca. See story, page 34.
December 12, 13, 18, 19 & 20
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Craigdarroch Castle
A return engagement with Jason
Stevens performing the same one-man
version that Dickens himself took on the
road during the 1800s.This evening
program includes a self-guided tour of
the Castle along with an intimate salonstyle theatrical performance in the dance
hall. The Oak Bay News has described
his performance as “perfect” and Victoria
radio personality Barry Bowman enthuses
“To have this kind of talent, someone
who can do this without lights, without
props, is incredible.” $20/ $15 student.
Members receive $5 off. Not for children
under 13 years.1050 Joan Cres, 250592-5323; times at www.thecastle.ca.

December 14 & 15
THE NEVERENDING STORY
UVic Farquhar Auditorium
Kaleidoscope presents an epic adventure, in the spirit of The Lord of the Rings,
exploring the glory and wonder of imagination. Based on Michael Ende’s classic
German novel and the 1980s film series,
David S. Craig’s stage adaptation is a
magical exploration of character and
creativity. Children of all ages will delight
at Bastian’s story as told by director
Roderick Glanville and his team, including
production designer Miles Lowry. Making
it’s Western Canada Premiere,
Kaleidoscope’s production is sure to
awaken the wonder of imagination for
the young and young at heart. Adults
$25, seniors/students $20. 250-7218480 or www.tickets.uvic.ca.
December 15
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Intrepid Theatre Club
Meet the staff, the Board of Directors
and have some holiday treats from 48pm. Come early with the kids for games
and fun and stay late with your friends
for fun of a different kind – Homo for the
Holidays, a festive and spirited cabaret
where we don our gay apparel and toast
to the season with weird, spirited, charming
and kitschy pieces in our own speakeasy.
This cabaret celebrates and brings together
the talents of the local theatre and the
LGBQT communities. 2-1609 Blanshard
St (at Fisgard), www.intrepidtheatre.com.
Tuesdays to December 17
KINGDOM OF THRONES
Victoria Event Centre
This live improvised serial returns for a
4th season with a new setting: the 14th
century, in a medieval castle in a small
European village. Weekly for 24 episodes.
Continues after holiday January 7. 8pm,
1415 Broad St. $15/$12 st/sen, 778440-0408, www.sincityimprov.com.

December 1
HELEN WALDSTEIN:
LETTERS FROM THE LOST
Congregation Emanu-El Synagogue
In 1939, award winning author Helen
Waldstein’s family escaped Czechoslovakia
and settled on an Ontario farm, learning
to be Canadian and forgetting their Jewish
roots. As the Nazis closed in on their
former home, only letters from family left
behind could make it through. When
Helen first read these letters as a mature
adult, her past refused to keep silent.
She followed the trail of the letters back
to Europe where she discovered witnesses
who could attest to the letters’ contents.
She has here interwoven their stories
and her own into a compelling narrative
of suffering, survivor guilt, and overcoming inter-generational obstacles when
exploring a traumatic past. 2-4pm, admission by donation, 1461 Blanshard St,
www.lettersfromthelost.com.
December 4
BIRDS AND BEACHES,
ROADTRAINS AND ‘ROOS
Royal BC Museum
Join retired RBCM biologist Jim Cosgrove
as he and his wife travel from Sydney to
Perth along the southern coast of Australia.
12-1pm. Free. Newcombe Hall, 675
Bellevillle St, www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca,
250-356-7226.
December 9
STORIES ON FERN STREET
1831 Fern Street
With the Victoria Storytellers Guild.
Doors at 7:15pm, stories start at 7:30pm.
$5 / students $3. Refreshments. 250477-7044, www.victoriastorytellers.org.
December 11
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Alix Goolden Hall
Featuring the talents of Shelagh Rogers,
Gregor Craigie, Jo-Ann Roberts and Arthur
Black, CBC and Our Place present a dramatic
reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol . Plus the Open Door Choir @
Our Place and The Victoria Good News
Choir. 7pm (doors at 6:30pm), $15 adult;
$5 child. www.ourplacesociety.com.
Continuing to February 28
CONVOY PQ-17:
THE ART OF HISTORY
Maritime Museum of BC
This exhibit shares the story of one of
the biggest maritime tragedies in World
War II, the German attack of convoy PQ17 which carried relief supplies to the
Russians, and how the event inspired art
in Canada generations later. 28 Bastion
Square, 250-385-4222, www.mmbc.bc.ca.
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film & media arts
December 2/9/16
MOVIE MONDAY
Eric Martin Pavilion
Dec 2: Stories We Tell. In this inspired,
genre-twisting new film, writer/director
Sarah Polley discovers that the truth
depends on who's telling it. Dec 9: Hard
Light. This thoughtful NFB film explores
the work of Michael Crummey, a maritime
author and poet who plumbs the soul of
old-time outport Newfoundland lifestyle.
Filmmaker Justin Simms takes us to the
centre of Crummey’s lifesaving work.
Meet the filmmaker by phone from NFLD.
Dec 16: Boy. A charming, funny, and
earnest coming-of-age story about three
boys (one grown) reconciling fantasy with
reality. 6:30pm, at Fort St by Lee Ave, by
donation, www.moviemonday.ca.
December 15
LADIES’ MOVIE NIGHT:
LITTLE WOMEN
Craigdarroch Castle
Gather round for a festive evening and
look for the scenes that were filmed in
Victoria and at Craigdarroch. What better
way to get in the Christmas spirit than to
fill the halls of Craigdarroch with ladies’
voices and laughter? Joan Dunsmuir lived
in the Castle with 3 of her unmarried
daughters, making Craigdarroch the
perfect setting. $20 per person, snacks
included. Members receive $5 off. Cash
bar. 1050 Joan Cres, 250-592-5323,
www.thecastle.ca.
Through December
NIGHTLY FILMS
The Vic Theatre
The Victoria Film Festival presents: Dec
1-3: Our Nixon. From the home movies
shot by 3 of Nixon’s closest advisors. Dec
4,5: TBA; Dec 6-12: Thanks for Sharing.
A romantic comedy about three characters who struggle together against sex
addiction. Starring Mark Ruffalo, Tim
Robbins, Gwyneth Paltrow. Dec 13-19:
Muscle Shoals. A rockumentary that celebrates Rick Hall, the founder of FAME
Studios in Muscle Shoals, Alabama, and
the signature sound he developed.
Starring Rick Hall, Aretha Franklin, Keith
Richards. Dec 20: Monty Python and the
Holy Grail Quote-Along. Dec 21: Action
Packed Christmas with Die Hard at 7pm
and Lethal Weapon at 9pm. Dec 22: The
Muppet Christmas Carol at 3pm and Home
Alone at 7pm. Dec 23-26: no showings.
Dec 27-Jan 2: Kill Your Darlings. A murder
in 1944 draws together the great poets
of the beat generation: Allen Ginsberg,
Jack Kerouac and William Burroughs.
Starring Daniel Radcliffe, Dane
DeHaan, Michael C. Hall. All showtimes
7pm unless stated otherwise. 808 Douglas
St, www.thevic.ca.
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

Continuing to March 30
CROSSING TERRAIN
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
Co-curated by Catlin Lewis and Michelle
Jacques, the second part of the Crossing
Channels collaboration with MediaNet
continues with a new series. Ottawa's
Penny McCann to Dec 8, followed by
Victoria's Rick Raxlen Dec 13-Jan 12. 1040
Moss St, 250-384-4171, www.aggv.ca.

dance
December 6, 7, 8
THE NUTCRACKER
Royal Theatre

Presented by Dance Victoria, Alberta
Ballet’s Nutcracker accompanied by the
Victoria Symphony. Resplendent sets,
gorgeous costumes and seventy dancers
spin their magic. Pre-show family events
in lobby begin 45 min prior to performances. Dec 6 & 7: 7:30pm; Dec 7 &
8: 2pm, 805 Broughton St. Tickets start
at $29, 250-386-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca.
December 20, 21 & 22
THE LAND OF THE SWEETS: A
NUTCRACKER FANTASY
Berwick Royal Oak Theatre
Set to Tchaikovsky’s classic score mixed
with Duke Ellington’s jazzy arrangement
of The Land of the Sweets, this spirited
interpretation of the beloved Nutcracker
presented by Ballet Etoile Canada is
perfect for audiences of all ages. Dec 20,
21: 7pm, Dec 22: 2pm, 4680 Elk Lake
Rd. Tickets $20 at door (cash only) or
www.ticketrocket.org.
December 28, 29
THE GIFT
Royal Theatre
Presented by Ballet Victoria, this is a
Christmas story told to the beloved music
of The Nutcracker. A celebration of dance
and live music with humour, surprising
characters and holiday cheer for the whole
family. Dec 28: 7:30pm; Dec 29: 2pm,
805 Broughton St. Tickets $40, stu/sen/child
discounts, 250-386-6121, www.rmts.bc.ca.
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“SHORELINE—OTTER” ROBERT BATEMAN, 12 X 24 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

Throughout December
ROBERT BATEMAN
Peninsula Gallery
Robert Bateman has achieved international acclaim for his outstanding wildlife
paintings. He has made it his life mission to loudly proclaim our need to conserve habitat
and protect wildlife for the benefit of us all. Dogged by controversy, his remarkable skills
in composition and painting cannot be denied. Public attention stirred by his paintings
helped put environnemental issues in the spotlight. Living artists have seldom aroused
the level of public attention that he has: Wildlife art became an established genre
during his career. Now at his peak, Bateman’s latest painting is “Shoreline—Otter”
seen here. Beacon Ave, Sidney, 250-655-1282, www.pengal.com.
“I WISHED UPON THE MOON” KIMBERLY KIEL, 48 X 48 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

Throughout December
INTRODUCING PAINTER KIMBERLY KIEL
The Avenue Gallery
Saskatchewan artist Kimberley Kiel sold her financial planning practice in early 2003
to take up life as an artist. Having always had a love for creating things—for music, for
dance—she found one of her greatest passions when she applied paint brush to
canvas for the first time and found as much joy in the process as in the end product. “For
me art is a passion. In the creativity is an experience of the spiritual: the rare opportunity
to be absolutely in the present moment. A celebration of the joy and colour of life.”
2184 Oak Bay Ave, 250-598-2184, www.theavenuegallery.com.

“SALISH SEA LIGHT” LINNY D. VINE, 48 X 24 INCHES, OIL ON CANVAS

December 1-30
2013 WINTER COLLECTION GROUP SHOW & LINNY D. VINE
West End Gallery
The Winter Collection Group Show is an opportunity to obtain specially
produced paintings by gallery artists for this festive exhibition. Participating
artists this year include: Steven Armstrong, Claudette Castonguay, Rod Charlesworth,
Ariane Dubois, Ken Faulks, Greta Guzek, Laura Harris, Paul Jorgensen, Raynald
Leclerc, Grant Leier, Annabelle Marquis, Michael Rozenvain, Claude A.
Simard and Peter Wyse. Also introducing Linny D. Vine. Known for her bright
energy, Linny’s paintings are full of joie de vivre, combining imagination and
expressive brushwork to create a magical world of contemporary nostalgia,
celebrating the wonderful character and joyous imperfectness of life. 1203
Broad St, 250-388-0009, www.westendgalleryltd.com.
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“Coming and Going, Bridge Over Fitzimmon’s Creek, Whistler” by Nancy Ruhl, 16 x 12

nancy ruhl

Madrona Gallery, Victoria

“The Mother House” Henrietta Mable May, 8.5 x 10 inches, oil on board, C. 1930

www.nancyruhl.ca

Vikky Alexander
Lynda Gammon
Daniel Laskarin
Sandra Meigs
Jennifer Stillwell
Paul Walde
Robert Youds
Daniel Laskarin, blue chair :: if this

Continues to January 11, 2014
Free and open to the public
Legacy Art Gallery Downtown
630 Yates Street
250-721-6562
uvac.uvic.ca
Wednesday-Saturday, 10-4 pm
Holiday closure December 22-January 1
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Deck the Walls Exhibition
ANNUAL

November 28 – December 24

Opening Reception at the Victoria Gallery Walk Nov 28, 3 - 8 PM

606 View Street • 250.380.4660 • www.madronagallery.com
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“ARBUTUS 3” CAITLIN AMBERY, 36 X 48 INCHES, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS

palette

Caitlin’s pilgrimage
AAREN MADDEN

In her life and her art, Caitlin Ambery journeys toward greater connection.

E

mily Carr said, “There is something bigger than
Ambery’s intention here is to “encourage a sense of
fact: the underlying spirit; all it stands for; the
pilgrimage. The human condition seeking, searching and
mood, the vastness, the wildness.” Carr sought
hungering for deeper relationships with creation, creator
relentlessly to convey that in the light and movement of
and each another.”
her now-iconic West Coast landscapes. As a Christian
Peopled or not, Ambery’s landscapes celebrate her
searching to define her faith personally, through her
roots and deep affection for both the coast and the rugged
art she found a way to convey and honour her relanorthern interior. Born in 1986, she spent her early childtionship with God while capturing the essence of her
hood in Hazelton before her family moved to Victoria.
beloved wild coast.
“I always felt connected to northern BC,” she says. She
So it is with the painting practice of Victoria painter
returned for part of high school and again for one year
Caitlin Ambery. Also a devout Christian, she has a similar
after graduation. Home schooled and travelling as a
desire to convey a sense of something beyond ourselves.
youngster, “there was lots of time,” she recalls; “I was
She, too, does so with colour, movement and light.
always drawing.”
“Whale Song”
Sea, sky and mountain range sweep across her canvases
A couple of art teachers at Oak Bay High School
in a singular rhythm. Tree branches reach across the
encouraged her, and when she returned to the north
picture plane as if to embrace. “Movement, light and colour reveal my
after high school she started painting watercolours. “That was when
passion for sharing the profound beauty and sacredness of life, with its
I started to pursue art more. It was more of an intuitive process;
complexity, mystery and hidden truths,” she explains.
something I felt like I needed to do to express myself,” she explains.
Human presence in the landscape is not set apart, but rather enveloped.
Later, taking a break from psychology studies at UVic, she spent one
Colour, line and form seem to react to the figure as ripples in water.
year in the Visual Arts Department, but found the emphasis on
44
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PHOTO: TONY BOUNSALL

Caitlin Ambery
contemporary art did not resonate with her, so she returned to her
original major.
By then, Ambery had long since moved from watercolour to acrylic.
However, she says, “I still treat acrylics the way I treated watercolours:
the layering, the water base, the luminosity—very thin layer after layer.”
The effect is a complexity of colour that, when combined with the strong
sense of movement in her work, at times creates an undulating relief
quality. Often, she also achieves a glowing, stained-glass effect.
In her search for light, Carr is an inspiration that Ambery gladly
acknowledges. “I sense that in her work she’s searching for freedom.
In the movement, in the flow of her forests and skies, it’s like she’s
constantly struggling for a deeper sense of relationship with God. And
a freedom in her spirit to express with movement,” she articulates. Two
more artists who have influenced Ambery’s visual and conceptual
approach, Vincent Van Gogh and William Kurelek, share the same qualities—that profound struggle inherent in finding one’s way as an artist
and in the greater scheme.
That notion is part of why, while painting beautiful pictures, Ambery
also acknowledges the brutality humans are capable of. She paints this
truth in “The Storyteller’s Song,” clearly an homage to Carr, but
conveying its own aching search for peace in these times. Set in Kispiox
Village, it shows a totem pole of the Weeping Woman with a hummingbird perched on her hand. The Anglican church is in the background.
“There is so much pain and brokenness,” Ambery says of the church
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013
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“Stekyooden” by Caitlin Ambery, 36 x 48 inches, acrylic on canvas
and First Nations; “I wanted to paint the recognition of the real suffering
that has gone on.” The hummingbird, a symbol of hope and renewal,
expresses her desire for reconciliation and healing.
It’s a journey we are on together, Ambery feels. It’s a metaphor that
figures prominently in her intertwined life and art practice: literally,
a journey gave her confirmation that she had chosen the right path. It
brought her clarity, affirmation—and a really great story.
Here is how it went. During a stint travelling after high school,
Ambery walked a week’s worth of the centuries-old Christian pilgrimage
route, the Camino de Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Back in
Victoria, she painted a scene from it, which she showed at Full Circle
Studio. Several years later, for many reasons, Ambery was feeling
burnt out, exhausted and unsure about her art career. She decided to
walk the entire Camino alone. “I felt like I needed to be reawakened
somehow, in my spirit. Even with my painting, I didn’t enjoy it
anymore,” she says.
Walking about 30 kilometres per day, one takes roughly a month to
reach the cathedral. “In some ways, your life is so simple,” Ambery
relates. “You get up, and you start walking. And you meet a lot of
amazing people along the way.”
One meeting was especially significant for Ambery. About three quarters of the way to the end, Ambery was tired, hungry and sore in body.
She walked into a café in no mood to interact with fellow pilgrims,
until she noticed a woman’s unique walking stick and commented on
it. After chatting a while, it came to light that not only did they live
within blocks of each other in Cook Street Village, but the woman,
Kathleen Arnason, was inspired to walk the Camino by the very painting
Ambery had shown at the aptly named Full Circle Studio.
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It was a powerful moment for them both. “We hugged and cried,”
Ambery shares. “Hearing how much it had inspired her, it was a real
affirmation that my paintings do touch people, and there’s a connection there. It made me realize how much we all inspire each other,
because she inspired me.”
Now, Ambery sees great potential in building connections and helping
people on their own journeys with creativity. She plans to combine her
psychology degree and art practice to innovate in the field of art therapy
and trauma counselling. Right now, she is one of two facilitators in a
program at Our Place Society called The Downtown Story Collective.
“It’s just a place to come and be creative together, to tell your stories
through poetry, through art,” she explains, excited at the learning process.
In this endeavour, and as she continues to explore her chosen medium,
what Ambery learned on the Camino is reaffirmed: “We are not isolated,
we are connected to each other. We are growing together, learning and
inspiring each other along the way.”

Caitlin Ambery's work can be seen at a number of downtown galleries:
Full Circle Studio, Victoria Emerging Art Gallery, and in a group show
from December 2-21 at Dales Gallery on Fisgard.
When on even the shortest journey through our landscape, Aaren Madden finds it hard not to feel renewed
and connected to something “bigger than fact.”
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Radiant Health Sauna with CarbonFlow™

Transform your property with the timeless

heating—the latest far-infrared technology from

beauty of eco-friendly, BC-made

Japan—at a price lower than most competitors.

interlocking brick—3 times the strength

Low monthly payments OAC

of concrete, and lasts a lifetime.

Triangle Healing Products
770 Spruce Avenue • 250-370-1818

Rooster Interlocking Brick
250-889-6655 • www.roosterbrick.com

Wonderful Word Weaving—the perfect gift—
Scrabble without a board! Fits in a shirt pocket and
cheap to send by mail; developed on Salt Spring.
Best of Both Worlds Imports
2713 Quadra Street • 250-386-8325
www.bestofbothworldsimports.com

great finds for your home

Organizing Store and Closet Showroom.
New Holiday Catalogue online.
All Organized Storage Ltd

3370 Tennyson Avenue (near UpTown)
Tue - Fri 11-5 & Sat 11-3 (except long weekends)

www.AllOrganizedStorage.ca • 250-590-6328
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The new Designer Series Blendtec Blender makes
bread dough, ice cream, soups, smoothies, fresh
juice and more. 10-year warranty; easy to clean.
Triangle Healing Products
770 Spruce Avenue
www.trianglehealing.com • 250-370-1818

Chrome shelving available in
18, 24, 36, or 48 inch widths.
All Organized Storage Ltd

3370 Tennyson Avenue (near UpTown)
Tue - Fri 11-5 & Sat 11-3 (except long weekends)

www.AllOrganizedStorage.ca • 250-590-6328
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Reflections on the inside
AMY REISWIG

Stephen Reid offers insights into addiction and remorse, as well as the justice system and prison life.

U

nderstanding the human condition is some“My wife smelled the tobacco on my breath and
times scary a business. Those willing to
saw the long-distance holes in my eyes. She retreated
undertake the journey will be well-served by
to our bedroom, closed the door, and wept.” With
the controversial A Crowbar in the Buddhist Garden
a wrenching combination of directness and discreby writer and current William Head inmate Stephen
tion, he fully owns the loss he has inflicted on his
Reid (Thistledown, October 2012).
family, and himself, as he again ended up behind
Winner of the recently awarded 2013 Butler Prize,
the razor wire.
Reid’s powerful book has elicited polarized responses
Therefore, one theme running throughout the
from the Victoria community, as many see Reid for
essays is connection. In the prologue and epilogue,
what he did and was: a former Stopwatch Gang
both called “The Beachcomber,” Reid writes about
member and addict bank robber now serving time
tidal detritus at the seaside prison’s edge and the way
for a 1999 heist that led police on a bullet-ridden
it links him to the world: “This is my news…my
high-speed chase through Beacon Hill Park and James
mail, posted anonymously and arriving by accident,
Bay, putting innocent lives at risk. In this collection
connecting me to the lives of strangers on the freeof essays, his second book, Reid takes us straight into
side shores.” And contrary to what many of us might
the heart of those events and the person behind them,
think, that desire for connection is something he
Stephen Reid
including the man he is today, in all his tortured,
witnesses in various facets of the prison system,
thoughtful and thought-provoking humanity.
for Reid’s is a rare look inside not just his own mind
At the centre of Reid’s book and his experiences is the desperate
and heart but inside the corrections system itself and the ways it has
demon of addiction. It’s a condition where the effects are so visible yet
changed over the many years he’s spent in and out of its reach.
the causes or origins so often remain unknown, undiscussed, because
For example, in “The Last Jesus I Know Of ” Reid writes of his expethey are painful, confused and confusing—especially if you are, as Reid
rience in the Intensive Therapy Violent Offender Program, along with
was, an 11-year-old kid.
15 other dangerous offenders. We read of brutally violent men opening
Reid writes honestly about things no one (I suspect even him) wants
up about their crimes—“men who grew so tired of being wounded they
to know: like how a pedophile doctor injected him with morphine
went out and wounded something else.” And in “The Clockwork Grey
before sexually assaulting him. This went on for three years, throwing
of the CSC”—an essay looking at the shifting paradigm of the Correctional
Reid down a well into which he would continue to fall for much of his
Service of Canada—Reid offers a kind of insider’s evaluation of prison
life. “Paul unzipped my childhood,” Reid writes, photographically
programs, noting that “Designing programs and implementing them
recalling the day: the blood running down his arm, being pressed
are the two solitudes of CSC. To order someone into therapy is often
into the red leather of the doctor’s Thunderbird hidden down an Ontario
to subvert the purpose. Willingness is the key to change…But in fairtractor-trailer road while “yellow waxy leaves make their death rattle
ness, the percentage of inmates who genuinely wish to change, and the
in the late afternoon breeze. I am in profound awe of the ordinary…I
calibre of instructors willing to help them is much higher than the skepam high. I am eleven years old…” By age 14, when most of us were
tics would have us believe.”
worrying about our grade 9 homework, Reid was living on the
While Reid doesn’t shy away from the awfulness of being in solitary,
streets of Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.
for instance, or the seemingly sadistic prisoner transfer process in the
Reid acknowledges that the psychological trauma of sexual assault
US, where inmates are “wrapped up in waist chains and leg manacles,
is not an excuse for criminal behaviour, but writing about it provides
tossed aboard a bus or a plane and shipped around the country doing
an entrance to understanding—for him and for us. “My small-town
one night stands in prison isolation wings from California to Georgia
values, my human values, had been forever altered,” he reflects, also
and from Minnesota to Texas…the nightmare world of Diesel Therapy,”
accepting responsibility for his role. “It is not what Paul took from me,
he seems to focus on some prison positives we might not consider. In
it is what I kept: the lie that the key to the gates of paradise was a filled
“The Carving Shed,” for instance, he describes how the CSC recognizes
syringe. In all the thousands of syringes I’ve emptied into my arm since
people’s different needs by allowing aboriginal inmates access to sweat
then, the only gates that ever opened led to the penitentiary.”
lodges, healing circles and a carving shed, the latter being a place where
This so-young addiction, immersion in things no child should know,
inmates work and connect with each other and their culture. And on
separated Reid from those around him, leaving a sense of disconnecthe question of prisoners’ right to vote, Reid writes, “for anyone observing
tion that he fought alongside his addiction and during his sober
the actual process inside our prisons, the reason for giving criminals the
years. “I had been released from prison, but still I had not escaped. I
vote becomes obvious” and then explains, offering observations from
felt the same aloneness in the midst of my warrant-burning party in
the federal election of 2004: “Prisoners begin talking in the compound
our garden as I had in my grade nine class,” he writes.
or sitting together in common areas talking of wasted votes, social
And so, one day in 1999, despite years of sobriety, a loving marriage
programs and foreign policies, negative campaigning, party platforms,
with author Susan Musgrave, and two daughters he describes as “incredhidden agendas and not so hidden agendas…A fly on the wall might
ible pieces of magic,” Reid again turned to the only solace he ever knew.
begin to suspect that these men are feeling a part of something, possibly
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REID WRITES HONESTLY about things no one (I suspect
even him) wants to know: like how a pedophile doctor
injected him with morphine before sexually assaulting him.
a stake in their country, maybe even in their own futures. If their vote
counts perhaps one day they too will count.”
A sense of connection, purpose, worth can make all the difference,
and the book itself can be seen as Reid’s attempt in that regard, for it
reaches out to the community—including Victoria, which Reid knows
he has wounded—offering accountability, self-knowledge and insight.
Reid has worked in restorative justice,
reconciliation and healing circles, and
the book functions much like his description of that work: “the victim and the
offender are brought together in an
informal and neutral setting…wherein
anger, shame, and hurt could be transformed…It was sometimes a way
through the anger and the hate. It was
often the beginning of hope.”
Perhaps Crowbar offers some hope
of healing for Victorians still struggling
with Reid’s past. These essays are intellectual, emotional, and philosophical,
combining the art of observation and
reflection, where he finally admits “I
am determined to go wherever I have to go, to take it as deep as it is
deep, to do whatever it is I have to do to become whole, to never commit
another offence, to never again get addicted.”
Some have said they don’t believe Reid’s book should be published,
much less win a city award. But the book, aside from being a striking
piece of literature, implicitly raises a larger issue.
Our penal system is based at least partly on a belief in rehabilitation.
Prisons punish, yes, but also, ideally, bring people to a place of remorse,
accountability, desire and dedication to change. If a prisoner does all
that we ask and we then reject that rehabilitation—reject Reid’s book
without looking beyond the name on the cover—we on the outside
have also lost something.
I’m not saying that our social contract requires people to read this
book. As Reid notes in his essay on the decline in prison writing, “No
one wants these problems in their living room or in their literature.”
But if humanity truly is our business, then perhaps we should, through
these pages in our living rooms, sit with Reid in his prison garden
and listen: “So it is—on these days when war breaks out in my heart
and my only memories are those of a boy being shoved into the shadows
of an old tractor shed, or trembling in the passenger seat of a car coming
to a slow stop on a dark country road—that I can come down here to
sit on this uneven patch of earth and cultivate a vacuum, a place of stillness and safety where nothing moves and no one gets hurt.”
Writer and editor Amy Reiswig has taught college courses
on prison writing and is glad, for the sake of those on
both sides of the gates, that literature can jump over
prison walls.
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Following a series of quiet protests
outside Revenue Canada offices, Gordon
Stewart was apprehended by police
at the Victoria Law Courts, taken to
a hospital, put into seclusion and forcibly
drugged for 10 days.

An overabundance of caution
ROB WIPOND

We’re worried about each other’s “mental health” a lot more than we used to be. But calling 911 for someone
can be a disastrous approach, say victims of our good—or not so good—intentions.

T

he day before, John had interred his mother’s ashes. But then
came what he describes as an “unbelievable, incomprehensible incident” that, in his sensitive state, was “otherworldly”
and “traumatizing.”
John (who wishes to keep his name confidential) went to a Victoria
recreation centre to try to clear his mind. He bumped into a friend and
they talked into the wee hours. When John returned home, the lights
in his condominium were on.
“I thought I must have leaned up against the dimmer switch when
I was putting my shoes on,” says John. Then he noticed an out-of-place
binder, his laptop positioned differently, his email program opened.
“Something was askew,” says John. “It was like I was in some sort of
parallel universe.”
Had someone broken in? Visible money hadn’t been taken. “It
was just a really creepy feeling,” he says. Having suffered a heart attack
last year, and also taking medications for anxiety and help with sleep,
the 50 year old felt a “physiological response” to the sense of “violation” and quickly took his medications. “I’m in no immediate danger,”
he said to himself.
At five in the morning, John was awoken by his phone ringing. A
police constable introduced himself and said, “We’re just wondering
how you’re doing.”
“I’m sleeping,” answered John through a sedated haze, recalling the
disjointed dialogue as best he can several months after the incident
earlier this year (he’d later obtain the police records). “My mom just
died and I just cremated her and buried her. It’s not a really good time.”
The constable asked if police officers could drop by. “Someone’s
been trying to get ahold of you and they’re quite worried.”
The statement seemed strange to John, who’d been fielding calls and
emails constantly from his and his mother’s friends for weeks; however,
the constable wouldn’t name the caller or explain more.
Around 10 am John was awoken again by a firm, loud knocking. He
groggily opened the door to two Victoria police officers let in by his
building manager. They wanted to talk.
Embarrassed by his messy home, John suggested that he’d go to the
washroom and then they could all sit in the condominium lounge. The
police refused both suggestions, and soon John was standing uncomfortably in the building hallway being interrogated. The officers asked
him very personal, informed questions about his mother, his lifestyle,
and his health.
Did it occur to John to refuse to talk? “No!” answers John. “Because
I couldn’t believe it was happening, Rob. I didn’t ask what my rights
were…I didn’t ask, ‘Can we talk again after I’ve spoken to my attorney?’
It was like an alien abduction. You’re in the tractor beam, you are powerless, whichever way they tell you to go, you go. I’m not in the habit
of being confronted by authorities, and I’m certainly not in the habit
of being confrontational back.”
“Do you have a plan?” said one officer suddenly.
“A plan for what?” asked John.
“Have you ever thought about suicide?”
“Sure, at different times, who hasn’t?” answered John.
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“Do you have a plan?” asked the officer again. “Have you tried to
cut yourself?”
In recounting the story, John imitates his own flabbergasted response.
“No! No!”
After half an hour, one officer commented, “You still don’t know
why we’re here, do you?”
John responded, “I have no idea why you’re here!”
“Someone’s very concerned that you might harm yourself.”
“Who? Who is this person?” asked John. “And why are you here and
why aren’t they here, if they care for me so much?”
The police admitted that they’d searched John’s home the previous
night as part of their investigation to decide if John should be taken to
a psychiatric hospital. Currently on disability, John assured them that
he was seeing several competent doctors regularly for his various physical and mental conditions, and wasn’t feeling at all like killing himself.
The officers eventually seemed satisfied. As they waited for the elevator,
one officer answered again that they couldn’t tell John who’d called
them; “however,” the officer added, with a finger pointing towards
John’s transfixed eyes, “you should be really thankful that you have
people in your life that care for you this much.”
The elevator opened and the officers departed, never to return. “I
was just left reeling,” says John. “I was nearly committed!”
There have been significant increases in mental health calls to police
in recent years. Plausible explanations include cutbacks to social services,
growing homelessness, and unhelpful treatments. However, the biggest
factor may be one that no one is discussing. According to rough calculations provided by Victoria Police Department Information Manager
Debra Taylor, VicPD gets about two or three mental health calls daily of
the kind that prompted police to visit John. About 18 of 20 are coming
from people who aren’t physicians. Evidently, in the wake of extensive
TV advertising, news coverage, and public education about mental health,
people are increasingly calling 911 to report each other’s behaviours.
But how do police decide whom to take to hospital? What happens
when they do? And what are the true motives of these callers? For
months afterwards, John wondered what “friend” of his would deliver
him to the brink of incarceration in a psychiatric hospital—none of his
friends ever admitted to it.
Vince Geisler, on the other hand, knows for certain it was no friend
of his who made the call.

Dare not sound too upset
Vince Geisler was laid off for financial reasons after two years as
the South Island field technician for Vancouver’s Navigata
Communications. Geisler says he and Navigata’s human resources
director never got along. There is disagreement about exactly what
got said in their final conference call, but Geisler admits he became
angry and hung up. He then went into his home workshop.
“I started to do some welding,” says Geisler, “just to kind of focus
my attention on something else so I’m not sitting there brooding.” A
couple of hours later he decided to go to Hillside mall for lunch but
stopped mid-step when he spotted a van and police with guns drawn.
51

According to police records, the street had been cordoned off
by about ten officers, including an emergency tactical team with
assault rifles. They called Geisler out. He walked over and asked
what was going on. Geisler was “calm and cooperative” state police
records. Police told Geisler that he was being arrested under Section
28 of the Mental Health Act, slapped handcuffs on him, and loaded
him into the van.
“I’m like, ‘What in the hell?’” describes Geisler. He says this was
when he uttered the first of many clear, firm requests to be allowed
to contact a lawyer, which were refused.
At the Royal Jubilee Eric Martin psychiatric hospital, a psychiatrist asked Geisler how he was feeling.
“I said I’m feeling a little stressed out because I’ve just been laid off
and I’ve been basically kidnapped and hauled off here and I’m being
denied a lawyer,” recounts Geisler.
Geisler learned that Navigata’s HR director had called Victoria
police, alleging that Geisler had said, just before hanging up, “I
may as well walk off, put a gun in my mouth, and blow my brains
out. You’ve ruined me.” For his part, Geisler says he wasn’t feeling
suicidal (“For a job? Seriously?” he says.) and believes he may have
said, “I feel like I’ve been shot.” His wife of 16 years suggests Vince
sometimes uses dramatic language when he’s upset that some
might take too literally. “He can be a little volatile that way with his
speech,” Carol says.
Police had then determined that Geisler, a hunter who also
sometimes worked in bear territory, had five registered rifles and
shotguns, and a handgun. When Geisler hadn’t answered his door
(his workshop was in the basement and he didn’t hear knocking),
police had suspected Geisler had barricaded himself.
Misinterpretations escalated further in the hospital.
Geisler told psychiatrist Diana Ingram that he didn’t understand
the police actions. Geisler mentioned his medications for ADHD and
chronic pain from an old injury, but forgot to mention an antidepressant (often prescribed off-label for ADHD). Geisler said he wasn’t
depressed, and in the circumstances understandably downplayed
suggestions he was “under stress.”
All of this served to indict Geisler.
In her assessment, Ingram described Geisler as being “limited” in
his “insight” about police concerns, and “not totally truthful” about
his stress. She wrote, “It certainly would appear from his prescription of an antidepressant that he has been on for some time that he
has been depressed and which he has denied. Given his lack of honesty
and forthrightness, for his safety he is being detained…”
Geisler was locked in seclusion and ordered to change into a hospital
gown, and his wife would be prevented from seeing him. “It’s kind of
like a cell, and there’s nothing in there except for a toilet in the corner
and a mat on the floor,” describes Geisler. “If anything would have
alleviated the fear and the stress, it is actually having somebody that
I can trust, somebody I’m paying to represent my interests, or somebody I love who I know inherently will represent my interests, to talk
to, to go between, to find out what’s going on. But I was isolated.
Cattle have more rights being transported to the abattoir than a person
does under the Mental Health Act. Seriously. It’s ridiculous.”
Geisler was officially labelled as “incapable of appreciating the
nature of treatment and/or his or her need for it” and, at 5 pm, security entered Geisler’s room led by a nurse carrying a Dixie cup with
pills. Geisler says he was told the drugs would calm his nerves—
and if he didn’t take them, they would force him to.
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“

I DON’T WANT TO BELITTLE rape, but I
felt like I had been mentally raped. I felt so
violated by the people who are supposed to
have my best interests.”

—Vince Geisler

He woke up 16 hours later. “I’m looking around, what the hell just
happened... For about five minutes, I didn’t even know where I was,”
describes Geisler. “I’m groggy, I can barely even stand up.”
Geisler says he was still “looped” when another psychiatrist interviewed him that morning. This psychiatrist wrote that Geisler had
“no suicidal or homicidal ideation” and “no evidence of a formal
thought disorder” and immediately discharged him.
“I don’t want to belittle rape, but I felt like I had been mentally
raped,” says Geisler. “I felt so violated by the people who are supposed
to have my best interests.”
Geisler next discovered that police had applied for a court ban on
him owning guns. The reason? Because, police argued, Geisler had
threatened suicide and been incarcerated in a psychiatric hospital.
However, the judge ordered Geisler’s guns returned and even demanded
police clarify their records so that the event wouldn’t be a “lifetime
millstone” that could precipitate similar miscues again. “I want such
an entry [in police records] to very clearly articulate the fact that the
court has found that there are no issues related to the public safety
or Mr Geisler’s safety in relation to firearms,” the judge wrote. “I
want that in very bold and express terms.”
It was small vindication for Geisler. He says he now suffers severe
anxiety and has not been able to return to working since the incident
in 2011. “I had been taught that we live in a country where you have
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certain inalienable rights. I was shocked at how those rights were just
utterly washed away in the blink of an eye.”
I ask his wife if she’s seen changes in her husband from the
apprehension. “It traumatized him,” says Carol. “There’s still in him
a sense of fear in an employment setting, because of the sense of
betrayal from the company that he was working for that led to this.”
Vince’s complaint against the police officers was dismissed. He
then wrote to VicPD’s Police Board, arguing that police should always
allow people apprehended under the Mental Health Act (MHA) to
retain a lawyer without delay pursuant to Canada’s Charter of Rights.
He was told that the Board had asked Chief Jamie Graham to “investigate” the issue.
Geisler didn’t know that after Gordon Stewart had complained
years before, Graham had been “investigating” the issue for years.

Dare not protest
Gordon Stewart provides a seminal example of how MHA apprehensions can be easily prompted and steered by anger, fear, gossip,
incomplete facts, falsehoods, and highly subjective interpretations—
making the MHA a dangerous interpersonal weapon.
On May 24, 2001, Stewart parked his truck outside Revenue
Canada’s Victoria offices with a banner hanging from it saying,
“Canada’s Dishonest Tax Police,” and talked with passers-by about
his forthcoming self-published book.
Stewart’s tale is long and complex, and twists continue into the
present. But basically, in 1990, Revenue Canada determined that
Stewart owed about $5000 in taxes for his struggling small arborist
company, which he argued he didn’t owe. They repeatedly seized
Stewart’s bank account, garnished his wages, and coerced payments.
In 1999, however, Revenue Canada issued a “notice of reassessment”
and returned to Stewart $11,266.03 they’d leveraged out of him over
ten years. It was a lot of money to Stewart, a man generally of modest
means with a wife and four children today in their teens, and he
decided to further research Revenue Canada’s workings and write
a book about his experiences—which soon led to new conflicts.
It was most likely Revenue Canada that called police about Stewart
while he was promoting his book, even while the police record
described Stewart as “rational and calm” and “does not want to hurt
anyone or anything, just wants to protest out front of the [Revenue
Canada] building.” Revenue Canada definitely called police the next
day when Stewart came in to discuss an issue related to his book. “We
stood by and the [Revenue Canada] director met with Stewart and
all went fine,” stated the police record.
On May 29, Stewart went to the courthouse. Concerned that
Revenue Canada might try to confiscate key document evidence he’d
obtained about their mistakes (they’d seemingly already tried), he
wanted to obtain a peace bond to help prevent that from happening.
He asked Crown Counsel to call Victoria police, so they could all
meet and sort out a bureaucratic runaround that he’d been getting
about how that might be done.
Stewart says he wasn’t acting abnormally. An unnamed security
person actually made the call, but between the police record’s vagueness and sections censored from Stewart’s view, it’s apparent only
that this caller requested removal of an “unstable” person and provided
“no other information.” When police arrived, both Stewart and
police records indicate no conversation took place. Police instantly
handcuffed Stewart and ushered him to a waiting van, even though
there’s no indication in police records that he’d been threatening or
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disruptive. Had some muddling of the message
occurred passing from Stewart to Crown
Counsel, the caller, and then police? Had
police decided that if they get three calls
about you in a week, odds are you must be
crazy, no discussion needed? In any case,
after they’d detained him and denied his
request to call a lawyer, police described
Stewart as becoming “very emotional,” and
took him to hospital.
His partner of 28 years, Rita Dutsch,
had talked with Stewart just an hour earlier,
and says the sudden apprehension was a
complete shock and utterly perplexing.
“Gordon’s a really calm guy. He doesn’t
get upset. He’s never had mental health issues
his entire life.” No one ever interviewed her,
she adds.
At the hospital, with Stewart still cut off
from contacting counsel or his family and
becoming increasingly confused and concerned
about what was happening, Dr J. Stempien
began his analysis of Stewart’s “agitated” but
“in control” status: “Police were called to
Revenue Canada, I am not exactly sure why.
I can only assume [Stewart] was being somewhat threatening at Revenue Canada.” Starting
from these demonstrably false assumptions
(“When I said I was at the courthouse, did
he think I was delusional?” comments Stewart),
Stempien then tried to render judgment.
“On one side, the story sounds one of paranoia with Mr Stewart saying Revenue Canada
is out to get him, he is worried for the safety
of his wife and children, he thinks Revenue
Canada is going to do him away,” Stempien
wrote. “On the other hand,” Stempien
continued, there was clear corroborating
evidence that in fact, “Revenue Canada has
been out to get [Stewart], they admit to making
some mistakes, it sounds like they have been
very hard on him financially, and not having
good reason to be so.” Stempien then tried
to reconcile these conflicting versions of
reality: “[Stewart’s] insight seems reasonable
up to the point where he says ‘Revenue Canada
is going to blow away my wife and children.’”
“I never said that,” states Stewart, and it’s
not clear from the records if Stempien heard
those provocative words, or whether they
came to him second or third hand like the
other false information. Stempien also didn’t
discuss whether “blow away” might be dramatic
vernacular for, say, “drive into abject poverty.”
So, weighing those provocative words alongside police concern that Stewart “may try to
do something,” Stempien decided, “it is best”
to hold Stewart longer.
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Duty of care

Vancouver Police Constable Brian Montague
Reviewing many such records of Stewart’s
apprehension, it’s difficult not to conclude
that, regardless of whether or not Stewart
really did act “irrationally” at any point, the
vastly greater madness was these ad hoc,
poorly investigated, haphazardly documented,
unfair and hurried processes by which people
imposed hugely consequential judgments
upon him, and him alone.

Montague acknowledges
that police give more rights
to suspected criminals than
to people suspected of
having mental disorders.

Stewart was put into seclusion and forcibly
drugged, still vainly demanding a phone call
and Charter rights. “I was doped out and
really weak,” Stewart says. The next day he
did reach a lawyer and learned he could only
appeal his incarceration after three weeks—
but he felt better, he says, just having a lawyer.
He was held and drugged for ten days because,
he believes, after day one he was refusing
to speak to any more psychiatrists. “I’m
holding my ground,” he describes, “as a
Canadian citizen.” On day eleven he buckled
and spoke with a psychiatrist, who promptly
discharged him. “I said, ‘Just like that? Free
to go?’” describes Stewart. “I felt like running,
but I walked.”

VicPD wouldn’t provide anyone to be interviewed. However, Vancouver Police Department
Constable Brian Montague offered helpful
insights into police perspectives. Montague
is Media Relations Officer with the VPD.
Montague says that of the thousands of
mental health calls VPD fields annually, “Very
few of the calls that we get would be from
a physician.” Relatives, co-workers, bosses,
friends, landlords, or passing strangers are
more likely to be reporting on someone they’ve
seen seeming depressed, missing work, acting
strangely, or posting worrying comments
online. “If we get called, there’s a duty for
us to attend,” adds Montague. “Someone
will go in every case.” Callers’ identities
usually aren’t revealed.
This alone is problematic, notes John. From
police records, he believes he’s determined
who called about him and it was indeed a
friend, says John—a friend diagnosed with
schizophrenia who frequently calls ambulances for himself. “I cannot believe that they
immediately started investigating me rather
than investigating the source,” says John. “It
can and does have catastrophic impact on
people’s lives when the information is not
accurate.” John is worried about the impact
of the record alone; Canadians have been
turned back by US border services based
on records revealing that they were once
visited by police for mental health reasons.
Montague also confirms that police might
in some circumstances apprehend someone
under the MHA without even conversing,
and says police have broad authorities in
“exigent circumstances” to circumvent the
requirements for search warrants and bypass
due process rights to help people. When
someone might be suicidal, says Montague,
“If I knock on the door, am I going to stop
there because there’s no answer? Absolutely
not…Under exigent circumstances, I could
use as much force as necessary.”
Is any vetting of callers done? Am I the first
person to ask whether some callers might be
overly sensitive, less than altruistic, or even
lying with malicious intent to cause fear
and trouble or get someone out of the way?
“I don’t think it’s a case where it’s never been
discussed,” says Montague. “From the police
perspective, though, we can’t afford to have
those debates, because we do have a duty of
care…We still have to go, assess the situation,
and determine what’s truly happening here.”
How do police decide whom to take to
hospital? Montague says Vancouver police
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Focus presents: The Dandelion Society

Solidarity—not charity

R

eidar Christianson is a self-described “street warrior.” He says Reverend
Al is one too—“Al will do anything in his power to help others.”
Reidar, a long time alcoholic who shuns harder drugs, wears a leg
brace these days, the result of a serious cycling accident eight months ago.
He broke an arm and suffered ligament and tendon damage in his leg. He
was ready to give up, he says, but “Reverend Al was behind me the whole
way—he wouldn’t give me permission to give up.”
Besides moral encouragement and help with accessing resources, Al often
gave Reidar a lift to medical appointments after his accident: “Al knew getting
on a bus was almost impossible for me at that point,” says Reidar, who also
explains how just a simple cup of hot coffee, when you are cold after a night
on the street, can mean so much. “I know for a fact Al’s presence on the
street has helped many hundreds of people.” Reidar himself is happy to report
that he’s about to move into an apartment for the first time in years.
Al himself stresses that while his most important role is to be a loving
presence in the lives of street people, he’s not doing it alone. He’s backed
by the Victoria Dandelion Society, and its professional board, chaired by Ned
Easton since its conception, and volunteers. Established just over two years
ago, the Dandelion Society’s mission is to “foster respectful, restorative relationships with everyone who struggles,” so that people living on the street—
usually lonely and alienated, often drug-addicted and/or mentally ill—know
they matter and have inherent gifts.
Five mornings a week, Al and his volunteers hit the streets at 5:30 am in
a van stocked with two huge coffee dispensers, boxes of baked goods, blankets and socks.They usually see about 80 people, in about 8 different Downtown
spots. These rounds allow Al and his crew to find out if anyone is sick or
suffering emotional distress. Is someone ready to enter housing? Does
someone need to be in touch with police or a lawyer or need help filling out
forms to get housing or social assistance or into treatment? Depending on
what they’ve found, the volunteers’ days could take many shapes.
One of Dandelion’s volunteers (who is also a board member and generous
donor) is Ann Cameron, who helps dispense coffee and compassion a couple
of mornings a week. She has even brought her grown children to help some
mornings. “I wanted my children to see that they are all people. We’re all
the same. It could have been one of my own children.” She admires the
hardiness and perseverance of the street population in spite of many obstacles. She points to a binner, saying, “He works harder than I do! And I get
to go home to my nice comfortable house after working.”
Ann, who acts as general all-round ambassador for Dandelion’s program,
has witnessed some heart-warming success stories during her involvement:
people who go into detox and treatment and then maintain themselves, with
help, in a home. Michele, for instance, is living in an apartment and has been
connected to the help she needs for health issues including severe diabetes.
One-on-one support is crucial in the early phases of moving off the street
or drugs. Besides helping someone fill out forms for a treatment program
or disability allowance, support might mean ensuring that someone who
has decided to go into treatment, gets a ride there as soon as they are
released from detox. Sometimes, as on one recent morning, Al promises
to find a pair of work boots, size 8, for someone who is determined to get
work as a labourer.
This friendly help is given with no judgment or strings attached. In a
newsletter of the Dandelion Society, Al explains it this way: “There is another
way to live with those who can’t quite fit into a society of competition—
a society that prizes individualism, efficiency, and profit over people,
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Reidar Christianson and Reverend Al Tysick
community, and relationships. Theology for me is not simply words and
worship. It has to do with the way in which words find flesh; it has to do
with following the words and putting them into action. That’s why we put
our shoulder to the plow together—not as ‘cared’ and ‘cared-for,’ as ‘haves’
and ‘have-nots,’ but as friends. It’s about solidarity—not charity. With this
in mind, we offer mutual respect and relationship, and the unconditional
acceptance that each unique and valuable person deserves.”
Al’s days often include a visit to the hospital to check on someone is ill
or injured. Sometimes he visits the jail. He puts them in touch with other
community resources, depending on their needs. Besides being a loving
presence in their lives, “We’re sort of a catalyst,” Al explains, emphasizing
that he avoids duplicating other service organizations’ work. “Our city has
some great resources; there are some great programs like Streets to Homes,”
says Al. But many on the street aren’t ready and will need help when they
are. The Dandelion Society, with its special type of outreach, provides the
missing link.
The Dandelion Society doesn’t rely on or seek government money. “Taking
government money would limit what we can speak out about,” notes Al,
who says the problems are getting worse, with people living outside
throughout Greater Victoria.
Donations of any amounts are welcome to the registered charity. As are
socks and gently-used sleeping bags. The Society relies mostly on volunteer
staff, with minimal paid stipends, and has no facilities of its own, so nearly
all funds received go towards the direct needs of those they serve—a
pair of pj’s in the hospital, a bus ticket, a set of clothes upon release from
jail, a pair of reading glasses or work boots, personal effects to help with
hygiene and habitation on the streets—things the rest of us tend to take
for granted. Donations can be made through the website. Al says most of
those who donate are ordinary people giving small contributions, often
pensioners and others who don’t have a lot to spare themselves. “We
rely on the community to support our mission.”

The Dandelion Society
778-440-1471 • www.hopeliveshere.ca
PO Box 8648, 708 Yates Street, Victoria BC, V8W 3S2
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get mental health training and try to always
bring a psychiatric nurse, but admits, “That’s
a tough question to answer because we’re
not mental health professionals; we’re police
officers…Every situation is different.”
Nevertheless, Montague acknowledges
that police give more rights to suspected criminals than to people suspected of having
mental disorders. I ask if part of the reason
is because police assume a psychiatric hospital
is a safe, good place, and therefore, even if
their assessment proves incorrect, no harm
will be done.
“I think I agree with you,” replies Montague.
“Our officers are under the understanding
that if they make that decision to apprehend
someone and take them to the hospital, they
will get care there, and good care.” Montague
adds, though, that one of the reasons Vancouver
police have been publicly pushing for more
mental health services is so that police could
potentially direct people towards other services.
“Years ago, the police were the last resort
when it came to mental health, and we’re
becoming the agency of first resort. And
we shouldn’t be,” says Montague.
No one from our psychiatric hospital was
available for an interview, but VIHA media
liaison Sarah Plank provided some written
answers. A patient will be informed of their
rights upon admission to hospital, wrote
Plank, “if the patient is able to understand
the information at that time.” A patient will
be refused contacts with family only for “clinical or other valid and important reasons.”
And a patient will be forcibly drugged right
away only based on “prudent yet timely clinical judgment.”

Are rights bad for your health?
Stewart has been campaigning to change
BC’s Mental Health Act to comply with
Canada’s Charter. “I agree with detaining
a person,” says Stewart. “Taking them in a
safe room, now you can let the rest of the
process take place: a call to a lawyer, a call
to family. Forcing me to remove my clothes
and drugging me, that’s not justified.”
Geisler agrees. “Unless the person is trying
to grab anything he or she can to harm themselves, there’s nothing that’s so expedient
about a mental health issue that it requires
them to railroad you through the system,”
he says. “It’s not like you can just drop dead
from being bipolar…I think it’s more convenient [for staff to tranquillize you], but I think
that does far more harm than good because
it builds mistrust.”
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BC’s mental health laws were challenged
in 1993; however, the plaintiff had a long
psychiatric history and was sometimes in
dangerous situations. Justice Donald therefore concluded that care would be slowed
and harmed if patients had due process rights.
“Canadians want to live in a society that helps
and protects the mentally ill,” he wrote.
However, since then, BC’s committal
criteria have expanded significantly, no
longer applying only to those in dangerous
states. Simultaneously, the definitions of
mental disorders have broadened considerably—the US National Institute of Mental
Health states 25 percent of our population
is now mentally ill at any given time. And
people are reporting concerns to police
much more often. So it’s unclear how BC
judges would regard a case like Stewart’s or
Geisler’s today, where gossip gets people
incarcerated; where it’s an impossible
task to distinguish vague disorders from
uncomfortable behaviours and potentiallysomewhat-dangerous tendencies; and where
psychiatrists can just as likely cause serious
harm as healing.
It’s precisely in this context, then, that
Geisler and Stewart argue all the more strongly
that all potential psychiatric patients must
have due process rights respected and strictly
followed to minimize traumatizing mistakes.
More people are coming around to their
perspective.
The Commission for Public Complaints
Against the RCMP in 2008 wrote, “Individuals
brought into police custody under the authority
of mental health legislation are unquestionably detained or arrested. Accordingly, all
such individuals are guaranteed rights under
s.10 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. These include…the right to retain
and instruct counsel without delay…” A
Canadian Department of Justice report states
that upholding Charter rights makes good
mental health sense, too, because “the traumatic circumstances surrounding an arrest
or detention may well serve to exacerbate
underlying mental health problems...”
Ontario, the Yukon and other provinces
have written Charter rights into their mental
health laws—most importantly, requiring
separate, distinct tests and processes before
someone can be deemed incapable of understanding and forcibly drugged.
Stewart also wants Victoria police to at
least submit written apprehension records
to hospitals, to prevent factual mistakes
and third-hand accounts. In BC, the RCMP

and some municipal police departments
already do exactly that. “It’s our policy
to provide that information in writing in
the form of a report to the doctors so there’s
no confusion as to what our observations
are, what the information is that we’ve
received,” explains Vancouver police’s
Montague. “We find that it’s good practice
just to make sure that everyone knows what’s
going on.”
But Stewart has been stonewalled in his
efforts to change BC laws or Victoria police
practices. After Focus began inquiring, in
June of 2013 the Victoria Police Board
finally responded to Stewart, stating that
allowing MHA detainees to contact lawyers
“is a matter of police discretion.” They
ignored the question of written reports.
The Police Complaints Commission criticized VicPD’s Board for taking three years
to respond to Stewart’s policy complaint
(Stewart had earlier complained unsuccessfully about the arresting officers), challenged
their key arguments, and urged them to
“investigate further.”
Stewart suspects that VicPD’s reluctance
to discuss or change their policies relates to
Chief Graham’s other role as a director of
the BC Schizophrenia Society—prominent
proponents of forced psychiatric treatment.
Asked why hospital doctors aren’t demanding
written police records to help their clinical
assessments, VIHA’s Plank wrote, “We have
identified this as a gap and are working to
connect with the local police departments to
jointly develop a standardized process.”
“I don’t want to go public with this story, I
don’t want anyone to know my business,” says
Stewart. “But I started this [complaint] process
in 2001…Are they going to end this any time
soon? Are they going to change the policies for
other people so that it doesn’t happen to them?
It needs to be told, so people can understand
that, yes, this can happen in Canada.”
But Stewart says he won’t risk releasing
his book and taking on Revenue Canada
again until our laws change. “Could somebody call police and give them misinformation
again?” he says. “I think I would be stupid
if I wasn’t concerned.”
Rob Wipond has won a Jack
Webster Award as well as a
Western Canada Magazine
Award for his writing in Focus.
After writing this feature, he
says he’s worried we’re
descending into psychocracy.
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Paradoxical paths to somewhere
GENE MILLER

Can Victoria move forward into the past and leave the past behind, all at the same time? Maybe.

Y

esterday morning, some street guy beat
up my car. I was leaving the Pandora
Street McDonald’s with a large, three
creams/two sugars. He was crossing south on
Mason Street, heading obliquely toward
McDonald’s. We kind of made eye contact.
I steered a slow, wide, respectful, you-too-siton-a-branch-in-the-tree-of-life turn around
him toward Vancouver Street, and then he
spun, lurched back into the intersection and
beat on the hood and windshield with his fists,
yelling something incomprehensible.
WTF?
Surprising and disturbing, but not consequential—for me, my car or, I suspect, the
street guy...unless he was using his fists to
drum a message about the sheer human outrage
of unequally distributed opportunity in
this crapshoot life, his disappointment with
US Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke’s
announcement that Quantitative Easing would
continue because of the still-weak American
economy, and the immediate imperative that
I practice personal import replacement by
making local economic investments (shoe
leather, I guess) instead of supporting the
German automotive economy.
Mind, he was headed straight for
McDonald’s. What a hypocrite!
Okay, just the evening before (October 1)
I had attended a presentation by Michael
Shuman, the enormously smart and entertaining economist/lawyer who is a champion
of the local economy/import substitution
movement. In fact, he is, along with Bainbridge
Island-based David Korten (When Corporations
Rule the World, The Great Turning) a founding
director of the important and influential USbased grassroots organization BALLE—the
Business Alliance for Local Living Economies.
The room at the Victoria Event Centre on
Broad Street was packed with market lefties
like me—good folks, “progressives,” people
I love to talk, party and do good works with,
though not the gang likely to join me for java
at the Great Satan McDonald’s.
As I drove home with my coffee, the question I should have asked Shuman flashed into
my adrenaline-quickened mind: “Michael
(he’s one of those people with whom you are
immediately on a first-name basis), it’s fine
for you to give this pitch to the already
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Michael Shuman
converted and the ideologically susceptible,
but what impact does your message have on
the red meat crowd in business suits? Do they
take you seriously? Do they find your arguments convincing?”
Clearly, Cameron A. Plommer, a reader
who, on Amazon, gives Shuman’s Going
Local: Creating Self-Reliant Communities
in a Global Age only two stars out of five,
doesn’t. Plommer writes: “Economies of
scale, comparative advantage, specialization?
Shuman ignores all these things. There are
gains from specialization and trade that most
people can’t conceptualize, so they resort to
fuzzy feeling concepts like sustainable communities. Going Local is going backwards.”
Wow!
This is what you invite when you start
your presentations or books by noting that
the dominant economic system is in decline.
Shuman, in advocating local economic development based on the concept of import
substitution—local stores and services, not
chains or mega-stores; local investment
through the choice of local banks and credit
unions; promotion of the principle of greater
community (or city) self-sufficiency in food,
energy, job- and wealth-generation; and so

on—is definitely pushing against the conventions we have all been fed as economic gospel,
and have grown up taking for granted. Cherry
tomatoes in January? Yum! Who cares where
they come from, or the shipping costs?
Oroweat Oatnut bread 3 for $9.50 at Costco?
Gimme dat!
In describing the “false economy” promulgated and dominated by big-box and
category-killer stores like Walmart, Costco,
Chapters and the rest, Shuman explains that
money directed to local spending means more
local income, wealth and jobs, and that roughly
three times more dough—wages, owner
income, business profits, business spending
on services—stays and re-circulates in the
local economy. He reminds his audience that
local businesses—he dubs them a “relationship-driven economy”—significantly
outperform nationals and multinationals in
local job-creation and retention. Every analysis
and statistical study undertaken has confirmed
these facts.
He tells an interesting story: “A hundred
years ago, when you spent a dollar on food
at the market, something like 40¢ went to
the farmer. But now, when you spend a
dollar, 7¢ cents goes to the farmer and 71¢
goes to marketing (refrigeration, advertising,
middle people, packaging, warehousing,
shipping and distribution). Even if you allow
for really inefficient local farming so that
the farmer’s share rises, say, to 14¢, if you
get rid of much of those costs associated
with a global food system, you can deliver
cheaper food.”
Shuman, author, as well, of The SmallMart Revolution, adds that we bring the
sensibilities of big-box consumers not just to
our daily purchases but also in our municipal and regional behaviour. He argues that
the blind, roving quest and the laydown policy
accommodations and de facto bribes (oh,
sorry, I mean incentives) by economic development offices hoping to lure major
corporations to come to town and set up shop
is another example of utter misdirection. He
invokes the poor record of corporate performance in producing lasting local economic
generation, and reminds us of the fickle loyalties of multinationals when Korea, China or
other Asian entrepots come whistling.
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Sensible conflict resolution
for families, estates,
and workplaces.
Small businesses on lower Johnson Street in 1960. Our future?
Remarkably, two evenings later, life was
whistling harmony with Shuman—a timely
downstroke to his ideas—when ThisIsVIC
took over the lobby of the Atrium on Yates
and Blanshard. A glorified business mixer and
nosh-fest with lots of young person accoutrements (music, pulsing lights and a high
ambient noise level), ThisIsVIC aimed to
expunge Victoria’s “expired vision” as a somnolent, newly wed/nearly dead town. While
many believe that the “little bit of Olde Inertia”
thing is fading, others sense that a dead hand
still holds things at half-throttle; and Victoria
continues to carry a reputation as “a place
bright ideas come to die,” and as a hard place
to “get to yes.” (One of my scallywag friends
thinks a “Welcome to Victoria. The answer
is NO” sign would be an informative addition to the Centennial Square landscape.)
At a guess, 200 attended ThisIsVIC, and
conning the room you might well have asked
yourself: “This is VIC?” It was a young, casual
crowd, sprinkled with a business suit here and
there. No Canadian flag in the corner, no
framed photograph of the Queen on the wall.
No sit-down. No wallflowers. No mayoral
wand-waving. No long speeches. And a dance
party starting at 10 featuring DJ Murge.
WTF?
Walter Wheeler, interviewed many years
ago in his home north of Burlington, Vermont
on the occasion of his 100th birthday, was
asked whether he thought there was more
sex now than when he was a young man.
Walter responded: “No-o-o-o, I think it’s
about the same, but there’s definitely a different
crowd doing it.”
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

There was a different crowd doing it (and
doing it differently) at ThisIsVIC, driving
another nail into the coffin of proper Victoria.
Business cards, email addresses, Facebook
and Twitter handles were being swapped in
a frenzy of happy noise. Roaming, I heard
restaurant ideas, tech ideas, small-business
startup ideas, food truck ideas, online game
ideas, local food production and farming
ideas, funding and capital formation ideas,
green business ideas. Who knows how much
of this will see daylight, but that’s not the
point of a fizzy, collaborative brainstorm like
ThisIsVIC which, in an information card,
describes itself not as an event but a “movement,” and notes, perkily “We are super lucky
to have some amazing people in the room
with us tonight—including yourself!”
I’m a super-amazing old bastard who came
to Victoria in 1970, aged 27 and believing, as
I took the measure of the place, that me against
everybody else was a fair fight. With that
perspective, I took heart from Michael Shuman’s
hopeful news that economic localism is undergoing a groundswell resurgence, and from a
visceral demonstration of that truth as I looked
across a sea of 27-year-old faces at ThisIsVIC.
Leaves me with a hopeful feeling that now
in Victoria the answer is MAYBE.
Gene Miller, founder of Open Space
Cultural Centre, Monday Magazine
and the Gaining Ground Conferences,
is currently writing Massive Collaboration:
Stories That Divide Us, Stories That
Bind Us and The Hundred-Mile
Economy: Preparing For Local Life.
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natural relations

The consequences of risky behaviour
BRIONY PENN

Clearcuts, deer invasions, cougar sightings, and climate change.

A

few years ago, I was interviewing Chris
Czajkowski, the wilderness dweller,
about one of her nine books on life in
the West Chilcotin. She had come down from
her remote cabin for the book launch and I
met Chris outside a busy intersection in town.
As we prepared to cross the street to get to a
quieter place for the interview, she slipped her
hand in mine. I gripped her beautiful, strong
hand and boldly led her through the traffic to
the other side, being the more vehicle-savvy
of the two of us.
It was a poignant moment: This was the
woman who lived in the wilderness alone,
with grizzly, wolf, cougar and all manner
of “dangerous” wild creatures; she defended
that wilderness against big resource companies; witnessed and reported on the impacts
of climate change as the mountain pine beetle
turned the trees red around her. But she knew
what was truly risky behavior—and it wasn’t
wandering with the few remaining wild creatures in the wilderness of the West Chilcotin.
Czajkowski was right to be scared of moving
vehicles. First of all, traffic is dangerous. Ten
people a day die from car accidents in Canada,
95 a day in the US. The odds of being hit
are as high as being struck down by cancer,
heart attack or obesity-related diseases. The
odds of being killed by a large carnivore, on
the other hand, are so negligible they don’t
even appear in any tables of risk. For example,
in the last 200 years, less than 20 Canadians
have been killed by cougars—that’s one every
ten years.
More insidiously, automobiles are now the
most lethal weapon on the planet. Not from
hitting us, but from what they spew out,
which causes a myriad of issues, from hurricanes and famine to collapse of ecosystems.
Climate change, a result of fossil fuel emissions and the removal of carbon sinks—our
forests—is responsible now for well over five
million deaths per year world wide. Ms
Czajkowski and I were acting rationally by
holding hands in traffic, walking and defending
forests. Crazy, risky behavior was happening
all around us.
Lately, I’ve received a number of press releases
which touch on real and perceived risks. They
are all related and stem from the same big issue.
It isn’t hard to connect the dots.
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The first press release came from the
Watershed-Forest Alliance and highlighted
Island Timberland’s risky behavior of logging
the most important deer winter range on
Vancouver Island—McLaughlin Ridge. In a
letter to Darshan Sihota, president of Island
Timberlands, the Alliance wrote, “In 2005,
when Island Timberlands was established,
74,000 hectares of its holdings came from
Tree Farm Licence 44, an area in mid-Vancouver
Island that includes and surrounds the Alberni
Valley. At the time of transfer, parts of this area
had already been designated by BC government scientists to have the highest conservation
value and were categorized as Wildlife Habitat
Areas and Ungulate Winter Range. These areas
are old growth (over 250 years), primarily
Douglas-fir forest habitats. Island Timberlands,
when acquiring this land, was fully aware that
the intent was to protect these sensitive areas
from logging indefinitely, as is done on publiclyowned lands.”
Back in 2001, the best field biologists in
BC had argued vehemently against a transfer
of the McLaughlin Ridge lands without
ensuring protection of habitats. “These
drainages have the best quality ungulate winter
ranges and the highest use by deer anywhere,”
wrote Bob Cerenzia, a wildlife technician at
the time. “To have these areas arbitrarily
removed from government protection has
me feeling that I have wasted the last 27 years
of my working life in which I spent considerable time ‘keeping the hounds at bay’ so
to speak. If we cannot ensure the retention
of these critical deer winter ranges, then in
my opinion, we could lose our deer populations in these drainages!”
Doug Janz, then BC’s senior wildlife biologist, stated in an email to ministry colleagues:
“We should be prepared to die in the trenches
if designated [ungulate winter ranges] on these
lands get thrown out.”
Half of all field staff in the MOE have been
let go over the last decade and Janz is now
in the trenches with Watershed-Forest Alliance.
To date, under Island Timberlands’ management, approximately 60 percent of these
designated areas have been logged.
A second press release was about the planned
deer cull in Oak Bay due to the risk of “unprecedented deer invasions” into the suburbs. Not
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“

MS CZAJKOWSKI AND I were acting rationally by holding hands in traffic,
walking and defending forests. Crazy, risky behavior was happening all
around us.”
hard to connect that one to press release number
one: Reduce deer habitat elsewhere and they
move into town.
Number three press release came from
provincial conservation officers of the Ministry
of Environment who announced that cougar
sightings in BC are taking “a great leap upward.”
Sightings have risen across the board in urban
areas. The cause, according to the MOE, is
fewer deer in the forests and more in the cities.
With more cougar sightings in urban areas,
there are more fearful people, which leads to
more calls to conservation officers. In the last
three years in BC, 313 cougars have been
destroyed by conservation officers alone. This
doesn’t include any of the deaths from hunting,
poaching, accidents and starvation, most of
which are difficult to assess with so few biologists left in the ministry.
So who is assessing wildlife populations and
their health? According to UVic and SFU scientists, in press release number four, a review of
government data on another predator, the
grizzly, shows that BC is experiencing overkill
in half of the regions of the province. In other
words there is more killing of bears (and more
females at that) than their wildlife management plans should allow, which is also another
way of saying that they don’t really know what
is going on. The reason it is important to know
what is going on is that forest ecosystems need
healthy predator-prey relationships; otherwise the forest suffers.
Press release number five was the Fifth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change: “The decade 20012010 was the warmest on record, continuing
a trend of pronounced global warming. More
natural temperature records were broken than
any other previous decade. The IPCC report
demonstrates that we must greatly reduce
global emissions in order to avoid the worst
effects of climate change. The report reflects
how much our scientific knowledge has advanced
since the previous report six years ago.”
Buried in that report’s data, you will find
that BC’s old-growth temperate rainforests
have the highest storage and sequestration
rates of carbon in the world, and when we
chop them down we release stored carbon and
reduce the sink—a double whammy to the
planet. Now that is risky.
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

Finally, there was number six, from Brookfield
Asset Management, announcing that it had
successfully sold $170-million worth of shares
(25 percent interest) in Island Timberlands to
Alberta Investment Management Corp (“AIMco”)
and British Columbia Investment Management
Corporation (“bcIMC”), the pension fund for
provincial employees, strengthening bcIMC’s
share position and joining PSP Investments,
the federal public sector pension manager.
To review how the dots are connected: The
BC Liberals, who have deregulated the forest
industry and let go of all the best wildlife biologists, have allowed critical wildlife habitat
and our best forest sinks to be logged by the
investment company that manages public
sector pensions. With 60 percent of its winter
range on the Island logged thus far, deer have
nowhere else to go but places like Oak Bay
(where many of these public sector employees
and politicians might be found).
Meanwhile, cougar have nothing to eat
north of the Garden City and move into feast
on the deer. People get scared and the most
likely scenario for both deer and cougar is that
they will be shot. With one cougar being shot
every three days, the hinterland deer population declining, and no assurance that wildlife
populations really are healthy, the situation is
not good for anyone.
The best, safest course would be for government to reinstate designations for the protection
of wildlife and for government pension holders
to demand that trees stay standing, so the deer
will stay in the forest, and the cougar can stay
with the deer, and the forest can continue
to function properly—crucially pulling carbon
out of the atmosphere. If they don’t, then it
is dangerous—very, very, very dangerous.
Certainly far more dangerous than crossing
the busiest of intersections.

Briony Penn PhD has been
reporting on the environment since her first article
in The Islander in 1975 on
Garry oak meadows and
has been a columnist in
Victoria publications since
1993. She lives on Salt Spring
Island.
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finding balance

A moment of peace
TRUDY DUIVENVOORDEN MITIC

Christmas can bring out the best in us.

O

nce again we find ourselves
at the threshold of what
is perhaps the most mystical
time of year. I say mystical because
Christmas seems to be the only
entity that has the ability to get
us off the cluttered highway of
preoccupations and ambition and
onto the less-fettered sideroad of
life as we’d really like to live it.
Regardless of whether we celebrate
spiritually or secularly or in fusion
with other customs and cultures,
it’s as if Christmas itself—the
marketing and buying madness
notwithstanding—awakens a deep
longing for meaning, clarity and,
dare I say it, doing life better from
this season onward.
I suppose this could be dismissed
as nostalgia, and certainly an
emotional connection to an earlier
time invariably shapes the way
we approach Christmas now.
Nostalgia is the reason a tattered
ornament made four decades ago
is more precious than a delicate
porcelain collectible. It’s why we
love all the old stories and cherish
the foods and traditions that make
the magic complete.
But Christmas is far more powerful than all that. Year after year it
compels us to give, share and collectively do a mountain of good in our
community and throughout the world. And the spirit is contagious.
A kind non-Christian friend tells me Christmas is easy to find in her
Beirut hometown. Her own celebration draws in a large circle of family
and friends and is Christmas-card perfect, right down to the chestnuts
roasting in the open fire.
“I’ve never actually seen chestnuts roasting,” I admit to her.
“You haven’t?” She looks at me quizzically, then adds deadpan, “I
think we must be celebrating the British way then.”
So great is the power of Christmas that it inspired a series of wildcat
truces nearly a century ago in the trenches of Europe where mortal
enemies were locked in combat. The year was 1914 and much blood
had already been shed in the early months of WWI.
In Ypres the weapons on the German side suddenly fell silent on
Christmas Eve. Tensely the British waited, certain that chicanery was
at hand. Then they saw candles being lit all along the German trench
line and caught the drift of Christmas carols flowing their way over the
muddy battlefield, over the bodies mired there, and through the coils
of barbed wire. Gradually the singing grew bolder and was interspersed
with shouts of, “A happy Christmas to you Englishmen!” The British
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applauded and offered up carols
of their own.
Then something even more
magical happened. “When we
started up ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’
the Germans immediately joined
in singing the same hymn to the
Latin words ‘Adeste Fidéles’,” an
eyewitness recalled years later.
“And I thought, well, this was really
a most extraordinary thing—two
nations both singing the same carol
in the middle of a war.”
In other regions it was “Silent
Night/Stille Nacht” that drew the
enemies to raise their voices together.
In all, some 100,000 men are said
to have laid down their arms and
emerged unarmed from their
trenches to meet on the battlefield.
There they ate, drank and sang
together, exchanged small gifts and
buried their dead, some in joint
ceremonies held over a combined
mass grave.
The Bedfordshire Regiment
found a soccer ball in their gear,
which started an international game
with 60 players per team. Other
regiments began playing too, with
tin cans or anything that could be
kicked around. Friendships grew, so did euphoria. Everyone hungered
for peace and home. Fighting no longer made any sense.
But we know how it ends, though the soldiers on both sides defiantly resisted going back to battle for as long as they could. Incredibly,
not a single one of them seems to have been charged with insubordination, which is surely a testament to the strength of solidarity. But the
military elite were furious and took steps to ensure such a truce would
never happen again.
Ninety-nine years ago the largest rally for peace and goodwill—
perhaps the most wondrous groundswell in the history of
humankind—erupted on the battlefield of the world’s bloodiest war
in the middle of Christmas. If the spirit of the season can reach that
deep into the heart and awaken pure goodness, then Christmas is truly
still a relevant season in these mercurial times.
Trudy still loves all the old stirring hymns and wishes
you a happy and peace-filled Christmas season

December 2013 • FOCUS

Living a spiritual life...
...is not about claiming a religion or professing a creed.
You can enjoy a spiritually vibrant life by uncovering
the true essence of yourself, awakening the Spirit within
and being a beneficial presence in the world.

Kois Center Advanced Prosthetics Graduate

Leading edge dentistry
Down to Earth dentists
• General & Cosmetic
• Minimal exposure
digital X-rays
& 3-D imaging

This year during the Christmas and New Year season,
come and join us as we celebrate our inner Light.

• Invisalign orthodontics

• Two Christmas Candlelighting services:
Thursday, December 19, and Tuesday, December
24. Both at 8:00pm with caroling at 7:40pm.

• CEREC single visit
crowns
• Affordable implant
placement

• Burning Bowl service: 10:30am, Sunday,
December 29. Releasing the old consciousness–
feelings, attitudes and behaviours that no
longer serve you.

• IV sedation
• Non-invasive laser
dentistry

• White Stone service: 10:30am, Sunday,
January 5. Setting your personal intention
for the 2014 New Year.

• All ages welcome
Rev. Doris Trinh Lewis

250.384.8028

All services are in the Alix Goolden Hall at the Victoria Conservatory of
Music, Quadra & Pandora, unless otherwise indicated.

www.myvictoriadentist.ca
#220 - 1070 Douglas St
(TD Bank Bldg)

250-382-1613
www.UnityVictoria.ca

Dr. Benjamin Bell & Dr. SuAnn Ng

Organic Skin Care, Hair Care, Cosmetics & More...
www.focusonline.ca • December 2013

63

’T R
N U !
O O E
D S Y LIN
IS D
M EA
D

$42,500
may be on the horizon...
regardless of the value of your home

HAVE YOU PURCHASED OR BUILT a new home or done a SUBSTANTIAL RENOVATION
to an existing home or condo between July 2010 and March 2013?
You may be entitled to a government rebate of up to $42,500!
•Over
$8,000,000
of submissions
for clients
date withover
the $8
help
of
Canada’s
Reno Rebate
and Rebate4U
haveto
submitted
million
Canada's
Reno
Rebate & Rebate4U
in rebates
for Canadians
so far
•This
Thisrebate
rebateisisavailable
availabletotoyou
youregardless
regardlessofofthe
thevalue
valueofofyour
yourhome
home
•Even
may
bebe
entitled
toto
a rebate
Evenififyou
youno
nolonger
longerown
ownyour
yourhome
homeyou
you
may
entitled
a rebate
•This
is for
a portion
of the pst
withinreceive
the HST
Therebate
company
charges
no upfront
feeembedded
and if you don’t
a rebate,
the application costs you nothing
•This
Thisisisnot
notan
anenergy
energyrebate
rebate
•You
Youmust
mustapply
applywithin
within22years
yearsofofcompletion
completionofofyour
yournew
newbuild
buildoror
substantial
renovation
substantial
renovation
•Refer
& more
forfor
Referaafriend
friendand
andreceive
receiveaa$50
$50gift
giftcertificate
certificatefrom
fromliquor
Liquor
& More
both
of of
you
with
each
successful
submission
you got to lose?
both
you
with
each
successful
submission

Give us a call...what have you got to lose?

CANADA’S
RENO REBATE INC.
1267 Fairfield Road, Victoria
renorebate.ca

Contact us today: 778-433-7494 info@renorebate.ca

